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 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES


COMMITTEE: Veteran Services Advisory Board (VSAB) 

MEETING DATE and TIME: May 20, 2024 at 11:00 AM

MEETING LOCATION: Virtual & Basement Conference Room – 810 Datura Street, West Palm Beach, FL 33401.

PERSON PRESIDING: Rohn Hultgren (VSO) (IP).

REGULAR MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: “Virtual” = (V) & “In-Person” = (IP): Richard Bryan (IP), Michael Durkee (IP), Melva Harris-Rozier (IP), Evan Fried (IP), Raul Leon (IP).

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Henry Angulo (IP), John Schrey (IP)

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Tammy Fields (IP), Taruna Malhotra (IP), Tammy Lampi (IP), Rohn Hultgren (IP), Michelle Macea (IP), Jason St. John (IP), Thomas Schubart (IP), Alnita Coleman (IP), Randy Paul (IP), Gina Nunez (IP), Josh Maddock (IP), John Dyben (IP), Maura Plante (IP), Audrey Wilkins (IP). 

DISCLOSURES: None.

CHAIR & STAFF COMMENTS:	Rohn Hultgren welcomed everyone and conducted roll call. 

AGENDA APPROVAL:
Agenda Item: 2.A/B. Additions, Deletion, Substitutions / Adoption of Agenda
Discussion: None.
Action Taken: Motion was made to adopt the agenda by Mike Durkee. Second by Melva Harris-Rozier. All in favor. Motion passed.

REGULAR BUSINESS
Agenda Item: 3.A. Approval of January 31,, 2024 VSAB Meeting Minutes
  Discussion: Melva Harris-Rozier filed motion to approve. Mike Durkee second that motion. All in favor, motion passed. 
Action Taken: Minutes Approved 

REGULAR BUSINESS
Agenda Item: 3.B. Hot Topics / Mike Durkee 
Discussion: Mike Durkee discussed how we can address and welcome the 84,000 plus veterans we have in Palm Beach County via email, mail-out etc.. Melva Rozier brought up how we would get funding for such.  Taruna Malhotra brought up using 211 as a possible resource for this approach.  The Board brought about ideas of how we can contact local veterans and let them know of our services. Melva Rosier suggested and motioned the creation of a sub-committee in order to address these needs.   Buzz Bryan second that motion. All in favor.  Motion passed.
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REGULAR BUSINESS
Agenda Item: 3.C. Legislation / Melva Rozier 
Discussion: Melva Rozier brought up the newly created Florida House Bill 1365 “Unauthorized Public Camping and Public Sleeping”, and how that would affect or local homeless veterans. Tammy Fields brought up a current Supreme Court Case that relates to this new House Bill and will get back to the Board on next meeting. Tammy also discussed the strain this will have on DCF and the County as a whole. Melva brought up another Bill that has been presented. This bill would allow veterans to suppress their medical file as public records. An off subject conversation about Veteran transportation came to light within this discussion. The price for this service and opportunity for grants was discussed along with services from 211. 

REGULAR BUSINESS
Agenda Item: 3.D. Built for Zero Campaign / Randy Paul
Discussion: Randy Paul began by presenting an informative Power Point presentation on the Built for Zero initiative. The Built for Zero campaign aims to reduce and eliminate homelessness, and there are currently 104 homeless veterans on the list in the community. Randy discussed the importance of outreach in reducing homelessness among veterans and connecting them to healthcare services. He also touched on the need for legal support, housing support groups, and vouchers for housing, as well as providing first and last month's rent and security deposits for veterans.
Action Taken: None 

OTHER BUSINESS
Agenda Item: 4.A. Staff Information Updates
· Tammy Fields briefed the room of upcoming Commissioners meeting, in regards to the opioid epidemic. Rohn Hultgren announced the vacancy of seat #1 and the potential for filling that in the near future.  

OTHER BUSINESS
Agenda Item: 4.B. Member Comments on Non-Agenda Items
None

OTHER BUSINESS
Agenda Item: 4.C. Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items
· Maura Plante from “Living Hungry” gave a brief explanation of what her program does and handed out bags of food and hygiene kits to show the VSAB what it is she does within the community. 


ACTIONS OF MEETING
Agenda Item:	5. Meeting Adjournment
Discussion:	None.
Action Taken: Motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Mike Durkee 
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