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Representative
District 86

It has been my honor to serve as Chair of the Palm Beach County Legislative
Delegation during the 2026 Legislative Session. I am pleased to present the 2026
County Legislative Delegation Wrap-Up Report, which highlights key legislation and
appropriations advanced by members of the delegation throughout the session.

I am proud of our delegation’s collaborative efforts and the meaningful budget
investments secured for our communities. It is a privilege to serve alongside my
colleagues in representing the residents of our county, and I look forward to
continuing our work together in the years ahead.

Representative John Snyder, Chairman
Palm Beach Legislative Delegation
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A Letter From the Chairman

As Chairman of the Agriculture and Natural Resources
Budget, Representative Snyder oversaw the
development and management of a $6 billion budget
during the recent legislative session. His priorities
focused on strengthening water quality and restoration
efforts, conserving and acquiring land for future
generations, enhancing Florida’s state parks, and
advancing agricultural research and innovation
statewide.

Key investments included $100 million for Florida
Forever, $579.6 million for Everglades restoration
projects, $64.1 million for beach restoration, and $46.5
million for improvements to Florida’s state parks.

Legislative

1
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Executive Director Report

Victoria Nowlan
Executive Director

I would like to thank the delegation
members and especially the delegation staff
for their tireless work during Committee
Meetings, Session and throughout the
summer months. They are the hardest-
working people I have met and their
successes this Session reflects all their
efforts. Kudos on a job well done!

I want to share a fond farewell to Senator
Lori Berman and Senator Tina Polsky, both
of these Senators have my utmost respect
and admiration. Senator Berman ever an
optimist who focused on bipartisan
compromise to promote unity and Senator
Polsky used her role as a sharp floor debater
giving her a reputation as a fierce but
pragmatic lawmaker. Neither Senator shied
away for fighting for what is fair and just
and their selfless devotion to public service
and their constituencies has left a mark to be
remembered.

Finally, I would like to thank our Delegation
Chair, Representative John Snyder for his
leadership over the past year and his
dedication and advocacy for Palm Beach
County and its residents.

Thank you, 
Victoria Nowlan 

We have composed this report to give you a
comprehensive overview of the priority
issues the delegation has worked on during
the 2026 Legislative Session and Special
Sessions. You will also find a detailed list of
appropriations that the Legislature allocated
to Palm Beach County, as well as those
vetoed by the Governor. Our delegation
members worked countless hours to bring
these appropriations home.

The Delegation continues the work in the off
season, with meetings, legislative updates
and tours of the myriad of economic and
cultural drivers that make up Palm Beach
County to learn what resources we have and
fight for in Tallahassee.
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Thank You For Your Service
Two members of our legislative delegation will not be returning to their
elected positions next year. 

Thank you, Senator Lori Berman, for your
years of dedicated service to the people of
Florida. Your commitment to public service,
advocacy for your constituents, and efforts
to improve the lives of Floridians have left a
meaningful impact on our communities and
our state. As you conclude your time in
office, we extend our sincere gratitude and
best wishes for success and fulfillment in
the years ahead. It was always a pleasure to
stop by and see you and your staff in the
minority office. Go Team PBC!

Thank you for your years of dedicated
service to the people of Florida. Your passion
and determination have made a meaningful
difference in the lives of countless residents,
and your voice has been an important one in
the Florida Senate. Whether advocating for
your constituents, standing up for causes
you believe in, or building connections across
communities, you have led with integrity and
purpose. As you move on from public office,
we offer our heartfelt gratitude for all you
have contributed and wish you happiness,
good health, and continued success in the
years ahead.

Senate Minority Leader
Lori Berman
District 26

Senator 
Tina Polsky
District 30

Years of Service 
Florida House of Representatives (2010–
2018), Florida State Senate (2018–2026)

Years of Service 
Florida House of Representatives (2018–
2020), Florida State Senate (2020–2026)



4

Palm Beach County Legislative Delegation | 2026 Legislative Report 

Sponsored bills by Representative John Snyder. Both bills
have been signed by the Governor. 

HB 4071

This bill establishes a framework for fire
rescue and emergency medical services in
areas annexed by Palm Beach County
municipalities after January 1, 2027. Palm
Beach County Fire Rescue would continue
serving annexed areas for at least six years,
with the annexing municipality paying the
County for those services instead of property
owners being taxed through the County's
MSTU. The bill outlines procedures for
transferring services to a municipality,
requires good-faith negotiations on
transition plans and costs, provides a formal
dispute resolution process if an agreement
cannot be reached, and exempts certain
small enclave annexations from these
requirements.

HB 4025

This bill transfers certain state-owned land
to the Village of Tequesta to be permanently
used as a public park, greenspace, and for
conservation, recreation, and educational
purposes. The Village must retain ownership
of the property forever, and if the land is
sold or otherwise disposed of, ownership
automatically reverts back to the state. The
bill also requires the transfer to be
completed within 60 days.

Local Bills - HB 4071 & 4025



5

Palm Beach County Legislative Delegation | 2026 Legislative Report 

Local Bill - HB 4035
Sponsored bill by Representative Jervonte Edmonds. This bill
has been signed by the Governor. 

This bill updates the contractor licensing
process administered by the Palm Beach
County Construction Industry Licensing
Board. It gives the Board more flexibility in
how and when licensing exams are offered,
requires applicants to pass a written
examination with a score of at least 75
percent, and allows oral exams for certain
specialty contractor and journeyman
applicants when approved by the Board.

The bill also streamlines the application
review process by replacing formal
investigations with a review of an applicant’s
qualifications, financial responsibility,
education, examination results, credit
history, and business reputation. 

Once an applicant meets all requirements
and passes the exam, the Board may move
forward with issuing the appropriate
contractor certification.
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Sponsored bill by Representative Anne Gerwig. 

This bill updates local regulations for family
child care homes by aligning them with
current Florida law and administrative rules.
Instead of listing specific maximum numbers
of children that may be cared for in a home,
the bill defers to state-established
standards for determining allowable child
capacity.

As a result, family day care homes and large
family child care homes in the local
ordinance would be regulated according to
state requirements, ensuring consistency
between local and state childcare licensing
standards.

Local Bill - HB 4033
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Local Bills - HB 4063 & 4065
Sponsored bills by Representative Debra Tendrich. 

HB 4063

This bill updates and modernizes the West
Palm Beach Police Pension Fund by revising
retirement eligibility requirements, pension
benefit calculations, DROP participation
rules, death benefits, and administrative
procedures. Overall, the legislation is
intended to improve pension administration,
provide additional flexibility for retirees, and
ensure compliance with state and federal
regulations

HB 4065

This bill updates and modernizes the West
Palm Beach Firefighters Pension Fund by
revising retirement benefits, contribution
requirements, disability and survivor
benefits, investment and administrative
procedures, and retirement payout options.
It also updates the fund to comply with
current state and federal laws, provides
additional flexibility for certain retirement
programs, and makes changes intended to
improve the long-term administration and
operation of the pension system for
firefighters and their beneficiaries.
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Out of the 8 delegation local bills filed, there were a total of 2
that did not pass during session. 

Unpassed Local Bills

HB 4099

This bill sought to update how the South
Indian River Water Control District is
governed, represented, and funded. It would
have expanded the governing board,
changed the voting system for landowners,
and set new rules for board operations and
compensation. Overall, the legislation would
have modernized the District’s governance
structure, financial procedures, and planning
processes.

HB 4101

This bill would have prohibit the sale and
use of fireworks in certain areas of
Loxahatchee Groves while allowing limited
exceptions for approved public displays and
lawful agricultural uses. 
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Member Priority Bills

Sponsored bills by Senator Mack Bernard. 

SB 272: Homestead Exemption for Persons
65 and Older

This bill would have made several changes
to Florida’s nursing education and licensing
system, including requiring certain nursing
graduates to complete remedial coursework
before taking the licensing exam, creating
temporary provisional licenses for recent
graduates, strengthening oversight and
approval requirements for nursing education
programs, establishing statewide
preceptorship standards, and authorizing
additional inspections of nursing schools.
The bill was intended to improve nursing
education quality and support new
graduates entering the workforce, but it did
not pass during the 2026 legislative session. 

SB 276: Homestead Property Tax Benefits
for Long-Term Owners and Permanent
Residents

This bill proposes to amend the Florida
Constitution to require that certain
homestead property be assessed at less
than the just value when owned and used as
permanent residence for 20 years or more.
This amendment would also allow a 50
percent exemption of the assessed value of
the property if the property is used as its
owner’s primary residence for 30 years or
more. 

CS/CS/HB 1019 / CS/CS/SB 1230:
Assessment of Homestead Property

This bill seeks an amendment to the Florida
Constitution that would limit the increase in
the assessed value of homestead property to
150 percent of its assessed value in the
preceding year if the assessed value of the
said property is less than $500,000 when
there is a change of ownership.

During the 2026 Legislative Session, Senator
Bernard introduced his own property tax
relief proposals. While those bills were not
heard in any of the referenced committees,
he later had the opportunity to vote on the
property tax ballot proposal presented
during the June Special Session.

Staying InformedStaying Informed
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Member Priority Bills
Sponsored bills by Senator Lori Berman. 

SB 556: Requirements of a High School
Diploma 

Requirements for a Standard High School
Diploma; Providing that students can
substitute marching band experience for
physical education and performing fine arts
credit requirements for a standard high
school diploma; providing that students with
disabilities may participate in the Special
Olympics to meet the physical education
requirement for a standard high school
diploma, etc. Laid on table, CS/HB 453
passed and signed by the Governor on
5/11/26

SB 296: Victims of Domestic Violence and
Dating Violence

Victims of Domestic Violence and Dating
Violence; Requiring the Division of
Telecommunications within the Department
of Management Services to consult with
certain entities to conduct a feasibility study
regarding a specified alert system; providing
requirements for such alert system;
authorizing victims of dating violence to
apply to participate in the Attorney General’s
address confidentiality program; requiring
the Attorney General to designate certain
entities to assist victims of dating violence
applying to be address confidentiality
program participants, etc. Signed by the
Governor on 5/22/26.

SB 306: 

The Fostering with dignity act would have
required the Department of Children and
Families to give every child entering or
changing foster placements a piece of
luggage that becomes theirs to keep. The
state would build up a luggage supply
through donations and partnerships and
track any time a trash bag is used instead as
is often the case now.

“No child should ever feel as if
their life belongs in a trash bag.
The Fostering with Dignity Act is
about showing these children that
they matter, that they are valued,
and that Florida stands with them
as they begin a new chapter.” 

Senate Minority Leader 
Lori Berman



11

Palm Beach County Legislative Delegation | 2026 Legislative Report 

Member Priority Bills

Sponsored bills by Senator Tina Polsky. 

SB 460: Special Elections

The Governor must set special election dates
within 14 days of a vacancy, in consultation
with the Secretary of State and local
Supervisors of Elections. Special elections
must be held within 126 days of the vacancy,
or 175 days if the election conflicts with an
existing election. This is a pro-voter, pro-
democracy reform. It ensures timely, fair, and
secure elections—and guarantees that no
community is left without representation.
While this bill was heard in committee, it
unfortunately did not pass this session. 

Senate Bill 1192 (passed as HB 1031)
Customer Service Callback Queues- Special
Elections

This bill will improve service and response
time by our executive agencies through the
creation of a pilot program for callback
queues. Under the pilot program, the
Department of Commerce must use a
telephone system for calls related to
reemployment assistance.

SB 1022: Children’s Initiatives
This bill added two additional locations, one
in Broward County and one in Bay County, to
the Florida Children’s Initiatives statewide
initiative, created to address the disparities
faced by children in disadvantaged
communities. It was signed and passed into
law this year.

“Without a set timeline for a
special election, dramatic
inconsistencies in scheduling
can occur. Sometimes people
wonder, is it for political
reasons? I think we can do a
lot better.”

Senator Tina Polsky
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Member Priority Bills

Sponsored bills by Senator Gayle Harrell. 

CS/SB 254: Nursing Education Programs

This bill would have made several changes
to Florida’s nursing education and licensing
system, including requiring certain nursing
graduates to complete remedial coursework
before taking the licensing exam, creating
temporary provisional licenses for recent
graduates, strengthening oversight and
approval requirements for nursing education
programs, establishing statewide
preceptorship standards, and authorizing
additional inspections of nursing schools.
The bill was intended to improve nursing
education quality and support new
graduates entering the workforce, but it did
not pass during the 2026 legislative session. 

CS/SB 340 / HB 303: Human Trafficking
Education for Nurse Licensure 

This bill requires graduates of professional
and practical nursing programs to complete
a two-hour human trafficking course before
they are eligible to take the National Council
Licensure Examination (NCLEX), which is
required for full licensure. The requirement
applies to students who apply to sit for the
NCLEX on or after July 1, 2027. The course
must cover the same human trafficking
content currently required as continuing
education for the renewal of professional
and practical nursing licenses. The bill was
signed into law by the Governor.

CS/CS/HB 1019 / CS/CS/SB 1230:  
Perfluoralkyl and Polyfluoralky Substances
(PFAS) 

This bill is also known as the “Joe Casello
Act”, named in honor of the late
Representative Joe Casello, a retired
firefighter and longtime advocate for clean
water. This law addresses PFAS-containing
firefighting foam, often referred to as AFFF,
by phasing out its use, sale, purchase,
distribution, possession, and deployment
over time, while creating related inventory,
disposal, grant, and enforcement provisions.

Senator Harrell is a graduate of the
University of Florida. If you visit the State
Capitol during UF Day at the Capitol, you
may spot her showing her Gator pride by
trading in her signature red attire for the
University of Florida’s orange and blue
colors!
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Member Priority Bills

About Representative Emily Gregory. 

Emily Gregory is the newest Member of the Palm Beach County Legislative Delegation.
Representative Gregory was elected in a Special Election on March 24, 2026, weeks after the
Regular Legislative Session concluded. She was formerly sworn in on April 7 with her family
present during her swearing in before the House on April 28. 

During Budget Special Session, Representative worked alongside fellow Delegation Members to
successfully advocate on behalf of these appropriation project requests previously filed:

RESTORE Reentry Program — $500,000
Lake Worth Lagoon Initiative - $1,092,500:
Town of Palm Beach - North Lake Way Living Shoreline— $262,500
Peanut Island and Lake Worth Lagoon Habitat Restoration - Palm Beach County — $330,000

During Property Tax Special Session, Representative Gregory opposed CS/HJR 1F [Save our
Homes from Excessive Property Taxes], a House joint resolution proposing a constitutional
amendment to property. She proposed an amendment to CS/HB 4F (2026F) [Property Tax
Administration] which sought to prohibit the use of state funds to advertise the joint resolution.
Representative Gregory proposed a compromise to the House joint resolution in HJR 11F
[Homestead Exemption and Public Safety Funding]. The proposed constitutional amendment
passed, while the amendment and compromise legislation failed.
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Member Priority Bills
Sponsored bills by Representative Jervonte Edmonds. 

HB 253: Dental Care for Veterans 

Expands eligibility for the Veterans Dental
Care Grant Program to veterans with
incomes up to 400 percent of the federal
poverty level.Revises the program’s purpose
by specifying that it provides oral health care
to veterans who reside in the state and have
incomes up to 400 percent of the federal
poverty level.

Rep Edmonds  filed this bill because far too
many Florida veterans are living with
preventable dental problems that affect their
health and quality of life. Florida is home to
more than 1.4 million veterans, yet most do
not qualify for any VA dental coverage.
Without routine care, small dental issues
often turn into infections, emergency room
visits, and long-term health complications.
Florida sees thousands of preventable dental
emergencies every year, many involving
veterans who simply cannot access basic
services. HB 253 helps close this gap by
creating a clearer path for veterans to receive
the preventive care they need to stay
healthy, seek employment, and live with
dignity. Our veterans served us. This bill
ensures we do our part to support their well-
being with access to essential dental care.

HB 311: Tax Credits for Contributions to
Assist Homebuyers 

This bill would have created a new Workforce
Homebuyer Tax Credit that provides corporate
income tax and insurance premium tax credits
to employers who help employees purchase
homes. It establishes eligibility requirements
for employers, employees, and qualifying home
purchases, sets annual limits on available
credits, and allows unused credits to be carried
forward. The program also requires
documentation of eligibility and employer
contributions and is subject to a statewide
funding cap. This bill was almost included in
the State Tax Package but died on Second
Reading Calendar. 

HB 727: Instructional Personnel and School
Administrator Salaries 

This bill would have significantly increased
teacher pay by raising the minimum base
salary, providing cost-of-living and longevity
increases, and addressing salary compression
among experienced educators. It also required
school districts to develop compensation plans
and provided state support to help implement
the changes. The bill died in its first
subcommittee.
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Member Priority Bills
Sponsored bills by Representative Debra Tendrich. 

HB 277: Domestic Violence and Protective
Injunctions

This bill strengthens protections for victims
of domestic violence by increasing penalties
for repeat domestic violence offenders,
improving the enforcement and tracking of
protective injunctions, and establishing a
pilot program to electronically monitor
certain offenders. It also requires state
agencies to evaluate the effectiveness of
these measures and report their findings to
the Legislature. The bill was approved by the
Governor on May 21, 2026, and takes effect
July 1, 2026.

HB 517: Medicaid Provider Networks

This bill would have increased transparency
and access within Medicaid dental care by
requiring the Agency for Health Care
Administration to establish network
adequacy standards for prepaid dental plans
and improve the accuracy of provider
network information. It also would have
required provider directories to indicate
whether dentists are accepting new patients.
The bill died in the House Rules Committee.

HB 615: Individual Education Plans

This bill enhances transparency and parental
involvement in the Individual Education Plan
(IEP) process by strengthening school district
requirements related to eligibility,
implementation, and accountability for
exceptional student education services. It
expands parents’ access to information about
their child's services, requires districts to
provide orientation and ongoing resources to
families, and establishes more consistent
documentation and recordkeeping practices.
Provisions of this bill were ultimately
incorporated into HB 1279.
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Member Priority Bills
Legislative Update from
Representative Rob Long.

“During my first session in the Florida House,
I focused on practical legislation that helps
families, supports first responders, protects
taxpayers, and addresses long-term
environmental challenges facing Palm Beach
County.”

HB 851: Autism Training for Educators 

“I was proud to pass my first bill, HB 851,
which is now law. The final version requires
school districts to offer at least one autism-
specific professional learning opportunity for
instructional and school administrative
personnel. As more children with autism and
related disabilities are served in our public
schools, educators need practical tools and
training to better support them in the
classroom.”

CS/HB 4071: Palm Beach County Fire Rescue
MSTU

“I also co-sponsored CS/HB 4071, the Palm
Beach County Fire Rescue MSTU bill, which has
now been signed into law. This legislation
protects continuity of fire rescue and
emergency medical services when properties
are annexed into municipalities. It creates a
clear transition process, helps avoid service
gaps, reduces the risk of duplicative spending,
and ensures that public safety remains the top
priority during annexation discussions.”

CS/CS/HB 1019: Joe Casello Act / PFAS
Firefighting Foam 

“I was proud to co-sponsor CS/CS/HB 1019, the
Joe Casello Act, named in honor of the late
Representative Joe Casello, a retired firefighter
and longtime advocate for clean water. This
law addresses PFAS-containing firefighting
foam, often referred to as AFFF, by phasing out
its use, sale, purchase, distribution, possession,
and deployment over time, while creating
related inventory, disposal, grant, and
enforcement provisions.

This was especially meaningful because the
AFFF/firefighting foam portion of my broader
PFAS proposal was ultimately incorporated
into HB 1019 and passed. It is an important
public health, environmental, and first-
responder safety measure, and it continues
work that Rep. Casello championed for years.”

Local Appropriations

I also worked to secure important local funding
priorities for Palm Beach County, including
support for American Legion Post 188C in
Delray Beach and Jewish Family Services’
triage line. These appropriations remain subject
to the Governor’s final budget review and
potential vetoes, but I will continue advocating
for projects that directly serve veterans,
families, and residents in our community.
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Member Priority Bills
Sponsored bills by Representative Peggy Gossett-Seidman. 

CS/HB 453: Requirements for a Standard
High School Diploma

“I filed this bill to provide increased options
for disabled students to gain their Physical
Education credits and enhance their
participation in High School activities. This
bill ensures students with disabilities may
apply their Special Olympics participation to
satisfy the physical education requirement
for students. I then came to the realization
that students participating in marching band
meet the P.E. requirement from after school
practices, where they march up to 4.7 miles
in one practice period carrying instruments
that range from 13 to 40 pounds. Essentially,
this bill is not mandatory but provides
students with options. It has no fiscal, and
provides oversight by Special Olympics, the
high schools and parents providing
authorized paperwork and consent. This bill
was signed into law by Governor DeSantis.”

SB 296/HB 269: Victims of Domestic
Violence and Dating Violence 

“I filed this bill to strengthen Florida's
domestic violence response time during
grueling times when victims have
emergencies and minutes count. It provides
potential victims with special phone numbers
to call authorities immediately if an incident
is occurring, identifying the number as a
direct line to police and emergency services.
Often it is difficult for a victim with a crime in
progress to access a way to call for help. This
gives them a method of protection and
access to resources. This bill creates the
HAVEN Coordinating Council to align state
and local efforts, to ensure best practices for
victims. This bill was signed into law by
Governor DeSantis.”

CS/HB 725: Political Activity at Public
Institutions of Higher Education 

“I filed this bill to clarify and update rules
relating to political activity in public Florida
institutions. It follows the policies already in
place for institutions by following guidelines
set forth by IRS 501(c)3 codes. This bill ensures
political expression is equal for political parties
of major and minor bases, and gatherings are
provided on an equal basis. Student
organizations and speech is protected and
made equal and nonpartisan while maintaining
proper boundaries so public resources are not
used for partisan purposes.”

This bill was not passed by the Senate but it
was passed by the House.

Representative Gossett-Seidman was
the first woman sportswriter in both the
Big Ten, and the Palm Beach Post,
covering tennis, auto racing, baseball,
and football.
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Member Priority Bills
Sponsored bills by Representative Kelly Skidmore. 

HB 1091: Dental Screenings for K–12
Students 

HB 1091 would have updated Florida law to
improve K–12 student access to routine,
noninvasive dental screenings by allowing
passive parental consent. The bill sought to
preserve parental rights through written
notification and clear opt-out procedures
while expanding access to preventive care
that can support student health, attendance,
and academic success This legislation
unanimously passed its first committee of
reference in both chambers but did not move
any further. 

HB 1019 – “Joe Casello Act”:  Cosponsored by
Representative Skidmore

This bill is also known as the “Joe Casello Act”,
named in honor of the late Representative Joe
Casello, a retired firefighter and longtime
advocate for clean water. This law addresses
PFAS-containing firefighting foam, often
referred to as AFFF, by phasing out its use, sale,
purchase, distribution, possession, and
deployment over time, while creating related
inventory, disposal, grant, and enforcement
provisions.

HB 319: Property Insurance Interstate
Compact 

HB 319 would have required the Office of
Insurance Regulation to initiate the formation
of an interstate compact to create a national
property insurance risk pool for natural
disasters. The bill sought to reduce financial
risk for Florida and its residents by establishing
a broader, multistate approach to catastrophe
coverage, helping stabilize Florida’s property
insurance market and mitigate volatility caused
by hurricanes and other natural disasters. The
measure aimed to promote long-term
affordability and resilience for homeowners
and insurers but was not taken up for a hearing
during the legislative session.
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Member Priority Bills
Sponsored bills by Representative Anne Gerwig. 

SB 561: Educator Preparation &
Certification

HB 561 reduces unnecessary barriers for
teachers by streamlining certification,
renewal, and reinstatement processes. It
allows prior coursework and experience to
count and creates more flexible pathways—
helping qualified educators stay in the
classroom.

HB 1347: Educator Preparation &
Certification

This legislation helps address Florida’s
shortage of lab professionals by allowing
qualified individuals with relevant education
and training to more easily obtain licensure
and begin performing critical medical
testing.

HB 733: Department of Health Package (Died
in House Returning Messages)

This bill aimed to make comprehensive updates
to Department of Health programs by
improving oversight and streamlining
regulations across multiple areas of care. The
bill included enhancements to dental workforce
pathways through the FRAME program, and
support for early intervention services through
the Early Steps autism foundation as well as
infant screening for Krabbe disease and
neurofibromatosis—strengthening access,
accountability, and patient protections
statewide.

The bill also addressed current legislation
regarding the marriage between first cousins.
As of now, this practice is legal in Florida –
however it has become a priority of Governor
DeSantis to ban said marriages across the
state. 

“Based on comments from my
friends in District 93, I requested
the school sales tax holiday to be
shifted - it now starts July 20,
instead of August 1. This gives
families a little more time (and
maybe another paycheck) to save
on school supplies. It ends August
20 now but this aligns better with
the shopping needs of families.
Thank you to Speaker Pro Tem
Duggan for that small shift for
families.”

Representative Anne Gerwig

Rep. Gerwig advocated for
changes to Florida's 2026 tax
relief package: 

Rep. Gerwig advocated for
changes to Florida's 2026 tax
relief package: 
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Member Priority Bills
Legislative Summary from Representative Meg Weinberger. 

“This past legislative session, I was proud to
champion several important pieces of
legislation that focused on strengthening our
communities, protecting vulnerable
Floridians, and supporting the future growth
of Palm Beach County and our state.

One of my top priorities was HB 919 relating
to Commercial Service Airports, legislation
that renames Palm Beach International
Airport to President Donald J. Trump
International Airport. As a proud supporter
of honoring our President and Palm Beach
resident, President Donald J. Trump, it was
an incredible experience working together
with so many local, state, and federal
officials to help make this effort a reality.
This legislation represents an important step
in further elevating Palm Beach International
Airport’s national and international profile
while recognizing the unique connection
between President Trump and Palm Beach
County.

Another priority for me was HB 1521 relating
to Domestic Animals. This legislation
strengthens consumer protections for
families purchasing dogs by revising and
clarifying the rights consumers have when an
animal becomes sick or must be returned to
a dealer. The bill also directs the Department
of Business and Professional Regulation to
establish best management practices for dog
breeding in Florida, helping create stronger
standards for the ethical and humane
treatment of dogs throughout the state.
Additionally, the bill helps raise awareness
about animal cruelty and strengthens
Florida’s efforts to track and prevent abuse.

I was also proud to work alongside
Representative Tant on HB 565, important
legislation focused on strengthening services
and protections through the Agency for Persons
with Disabilities (APD). This bill expands
services available to individuals with additional
disabilities while also strengthening protections
for vulnerable adults by requiring Level II
background screenings for all staff working in
residential facilities and adult day training
programs. 

Protecting and properly serving our most
vulnerable populations is one of the most
important responsibilities we have as
lawmakers, and this legislation helps ensure
greater accountability and safety for the
individuals and families who rely on these
critical services.

Overall, this legislative session was focused on
delivering meaningful results for Floridians,
strengthening our communities, and continuing
to build a stronger future for Palm Beach
County and our state.”
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All projects with a strikethrough indicate that the Governor
has vetoed that project. 

Appropriations List
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