
Key Definitions for the Palm Beach County Workforce Housing Program 

 
Annual Household Income  
For WHP rental units, documentable gross income before taxes received annually by income 
earners residing in the WHP tenant’s household only. At least one income earner must be 
employed in Palm Beach County. Annual Household Income is used to determine the income 
category, and subcategory if applicable. Annual Household Income does not include investment, 
retirement, or checking/savings account balances, but may include distributions to the WHP 
tenant from retirement accounts, and periodic determinable allowances such as alimony and 
child support. Irregular income such as overtime and bonus payments may be considered income 
at the discretion of the WHP rental unit owner or designee.  
 
Maximum WHP Rent  
The maximum price published and updated annually by the Planning Director, or designee, for 
each income category, and subcategory if applicable, by the number of bedrooms, based on the 
monthly rent limits published annually for the Florida Housing Finance Corporation Multifamily 
Rental Programs.  
 
WHP Rent  
The amount that is charged to the WHP tenant that includes all Mandatory Fees, and reflects the 
Utility Allowance if applicable.  
 
Mandatory Fees  
Fees required to be paid by all tenants in a rental development that includes WHP rental units.  
These fees include but are not limited to charges assigned by virtue of ratio utility billing or similar 
unmetered allocation arrangements. For projects subject to a Utility Allowance pursuant to a 
Master Restrictive Covenant, Mandatory Fees shall not include charges assigned by virtue of ratio 
utility billing or similar unmetered allocation arrangements for water, sewer, gas, or electric 
service provided directly to the unit and not to common areas.  
 
Voluntary Fees  
Fees for optional services or features offered to and selected by the WHP tenant, and not 
mandatory for all units in the development.  
 
Utility Allowance  
A monthly rent reduction to help offset WHP tenant-paid costs of water, sewer, gas, and/or 
electric service provided directly to the unit and not to common areas, that are billed to the  
WHP tenant by the WHP rental unit owner or designee, the utility, or a third party. If the cost of 
one or more of these utilities is borne by the WHP rental unit owner and not billed to the WHP 
tenant by the WHP rental unit owner or designee, the utility, or a third party, the Utility 
Allowance is applied against such cost and any difference is credited or charged to the WHP 
tenant.  
 


