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b . Suppliers of water shall monitor for radionuclides at least once every four years. When an annual 
record taken in conformance with Sec. 16.2.F.5.a above has established that the average annual 
concentration is less than half the maximum contaminant level, an analysis of a single sample may be 
substituted for the quarterly sampling procedure during the next sampling year and during subsequent 
sampling years for as long as the concentration remains at less than half the maximum contaminant 
level. 

c. A supplier of water shall begin monitoring in conformance with Sec. 16.2.F.5.a within one (1) year 
of the introduction of a new water source. 

d. All community water systems serving more than ten thousand (10,000) population shall monitor 
composite raw source Water in the specified manner as provided for in Sec. 16.2.F.5. 

e. Monitoring for compliance with this after the initial period need not include radium-228 except when 
required by the PBCPHU, provided that the average annual concentration of radium-228 has been 
assayed at least once using the quarterly sampling procedure required by Sec. 16.2.F.5.a. 

r. Community water systems using surface water sources in whole or in part and serving more than one 
hundred thousand (100,000) persons and such other community water systems as are designated by the 
PBCPHU shall monitor for beta particle and photon radioactivity by analysis of a composite of four 
(4)consecutive quarterly samples. Monitoring shall be conducted every four(4)years. Compliance with 
Sec. 16.2.E.5 may be assumed if the average annual concentration of gross beta particle activity is less 
than fifty (50) Pcill and ifthe average annual concentrations of tritium and strontium-90 are less than 
those listed in Sec. 16.2.E.5 .b, provided that if both radionuclides are present, the sum of their annual 
dose equivalents to bone marrow shall not exceed four (4) millirem/year. 

g . Ifthe gross beta particle activity exceeds fifty (50) Pci/1, an analysis of the sample must be performed 
to identify the major radioactive constituents present; and the appropriate organ and total body doses 
shall be calculated t.o determine compliance with Sec. 16.2.E.5.b. 

6. Secondary inorganic contaminants monitoring in community systems. Monitoring for secondary 
inorganic CODtaminants in community water systems shall be provided by the supplier of water as follows: 

a. Two (2) samples for the contaminants specified in Sec. 16.2.E.6 shall be provided to the PBCPHU by 
each supplier using surface water sources, one during the wet season and the other during the dry 
season. 

b. One sample for the contaminants specified in Sec. 16.2.E.6 shall be provided annually to the PBCPHU 
by each supplier using groundwater sources. 

c. Samples for Sees. 16.2.F.6.a and 16.2.F.6.b above shall be taken from a representative entry point to 
the water distribution system. 

7. Tribalomethanes, volatile organics and synthetic organics monitoring. Monitoringfortrihalomethanes, 
volatile organics and synthetic organics shall be provided by the supplier of water for water systems in 
accordance with, and as specified in Chapter 17-550, F.A.C., and as it may be amended from time to 

time. 
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8. Microbiological and chlorine residual monitoring in consecutive community and non-community 
systems. Consecutive community and non-community water systems shall provide microbiological and 
chlorine residual monitoring in a manner complying with Sec. 16.2.F. l. The PBCPHU may require 
additional monitoring for primary or secondary contaminants from any consecutive system which, due to 
its size or other factors, merits such additional monitoring. 

9. Raw water monitoring for volatile and synthetic organics in community systems. Community water 
-systems shall monitor a composite raw water sample from each wellfield for volatile and synthetic organics 
including pesticides and herbicides every three years. The first sample results shall be submitted no later 
than June l, 1989. 

10. Raw water monitoring in community and noncommunity systems. Community and non-transient 
non-community water systems shall monitor for the following from each raw water source or well 
semi-annually: 

Calcium, Ca 
Chloride, Cl 
Color 
Iron, Fe 
Nitrate, N03 

Ph (Field) 
Total dissolved solids at 103 degree - 150 degree C or 
Conductivity 
Total hardness, as Col 

G. Sampling and analytic methods. 

1. Sampling procedures. All water samples required under this section for community, non-community, non­
transient non-community and semi-public water systems, including well and main clearance, shall be taken 
by an employee of a laboratory certified to perform drinking water analyses by the Department of Health 
and Rehabilitative Services in a acx:ordance with Sec. 403.863 , Fla. Stat., and Chapter 100-41, F.A.C., 
or an operator certified under Chapter 17-602, F.A.C. , or an employee of the PBCPHU. Water samples 
for private well clearance shall be taken by the licensed well contractor that installed the well or his 
representative. 

2. Certified laboratorirs. All water samples shall be analyzed by a laboratory certified to perform drinking 
water analyses by the Department ofHealth and Rehabilitative Services in accordance with Sec. 403.863, 
Fla. Stat. , and Chapter 100-41 , F .A .C . 

3 . Methods of analysis. Analyses conducted to determine compliance with this section shall be made in 
accordance first with the methods specified in Chapter 17-550, F.A.C., and if not specified then in 
accordance with "Standard Methods of Examination of Water and Wastewater," 17th Edition, 1989, or 
methods approved by the United States EPA. 

LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE PALM BEACH COUNTY. FLORIDA 

ADOPTTON JUNE 16, 1992 AllgliSt, 1995 Edition 16-47 



AR17a.E 16. HEAL711 DEPARTMENT REGULA170NS Sec./6.2 ECR RULE II 

H . Reporting. The supplier of water of any community. non-community or non-transient non-community 
water supply system shall comply with the following reporting requirements in writing. However, the 
supplier of water is not required to report analytical results to the PBCPHU in cases where a Department 
of Health and Rehabilitative Services orDER's Laboratory performs the analysis and reports the results 
to the PBCPHU. 

1. Reporting period. Except where a shorter reponing period is specified in this section, the results of any 
analysis required to be made under Sec. 16.2.F shall be reported to the PBCPHU within forty (40) 
calendar days following the analysis. 

2.. Report contents. Bacteriological ~ and physical contaminants results shall be reponed with the 
monthly operation reports . The free and total chlorine residual at all treated water bacteriological sample 
points shall be measured and reponed with the monthly operation reports along with the results of the 
bacterial analyses. When the presence of coliform bacteria in water taken from a particular sampling point 
has been confrrmed by any repeat samples. the supplier of water shall report such confirmation to the 
PBCPHU within forty-eight (48) hours. 

3. Plant operation reports. Water plant monthly operation reports shall be submitted to the PBCPHU within 
fifteen (15) calendar days after the end of that month. Operation reports are required of every community. 
non-community or non-transient non-community water supply which is required to have a certified operator 
under Chapter 17-602, F .A. C ., or this section. Operation reports shall include water and chemical usage, 
emergency power operation, information required by this section and other data requested on the operation 
report forms supplied by the PBCPHU. 

4. Inorganic chemicals. If the result of the analysis for primary inorganic chemicals indicates that the level 
of any contaminant in the finished water exceeds the maximum contaminant level, the supplier of water 
shall report said fact to the PBCPHU within forty-eight (48) hours of the time it receives the results and 
shall initiate and complete three (3) additional analyses for the suspect contaminant from the same sampling 
point within one (1) month. However, when a level exceeding the maximum contaminant level for nitrate 
is found, a second analysis shall be initiated within twenty-four (24) hours; and if the average of the two 
(2) analyses exceeds the maximum contaminant level, the supplier of water shall report its fmdings to the 
PBCPHU within forty-eight (48) hours of the time it receives the results. 

S. Primary organic contaminants. If the results of the analysis for primary organic chemicals indicates the 
level of any contaminant in the fmisbed water exceeds the maximum CODtaminant level, the supplier of 
water shall report said fact to the PBCPHU within forty-eight (48) hours of the time it receives the results 
and shall initiate and complete three (3) additional analyses for the suspect contaminant from the same 
sampling point within one (1) month. 

6. Turbidity. For community and non-transient non-community water suppliers, if the result of a turbidity 
analysis indicates that the maximum allowable limit bas been exceeded for the finished water, the sampling 
and measurement shall be confirmed by resampling within one (1) hour. If the repeat sample confrrms that 
the maximum allowable limit has been exceeded, the supplier of water shall report the result to the 
PBCPHU within forty-eight (48) hours. 
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I. Notification. The supplier of water of any community, non-community ornon-transient non-community water 
supply system shall comply with the notification requirements of this section. 

1. Notification of users. Notices to users given pursuant to this section shall be written in the following 
manner. The notice shall be conspicuous and shall not use unnecessary technical language, unduly small 
print or other methods which would frustrate the purpose of the notice. The notice shall disclose all 
material facts, including the nature of the problem and, when appropriate, a clear statement that a drinking 
water regulation has been violated and any preventive measures that should be taken by the public. Where 
appropriate or when requested by the PBCPHU, bilingual notice shall be given. Notice may include an 
explanation of the significance or seriousness to the public health, an explanation of steps taken by the 
system to correct any problem and the results of any additional sampling. If the PBCPHU considers it 
appropriate, notices to the users required by this section may be given by the PBCPHU on behalf of the 
supplier of water. 

2. Notification of PBCPHU. Notification to the PBCPHU shall be by telephone and in writing on the 
monthly operating report form. For community and non-transient non-community water supplies, if the 
monthly average of the daily samples for turbidity exceeds the maximum allowable limit or if the average 
of any two (2) samples on consecutive days, including repeat samples, exceeds five (S) NTU, the supplier 
of water shall report to the PBCPHU within forty-eight (48) hours and notify the users of the system. For 
purposes of calculating the monthly average, the repeat sample taken pursuant to Sec. 16.2.H.6 shall be 
the sample used. 

3. Notification of noncompliance. If the average annual maximum contaminant level for gross alpha particle 
activity, man made radioactivity or total radium on the finished water, as set forth in Sec. 16.2.E.5 is 
exceeded, the supplier of water shall give notice to the PBCPHU and notify the users. Monitoring at 
quarterly intervals shall be continued until the annual average concentration no longer exceeds the 
maximum contaminant level or until a monitoring schedule as a condition to an enforcement action shall 
become effective. If a community water system fails to perform any monitoring required in Sec. 16.2.F 
for primary contaminants, or turbidity in the case of surface water suppliers, the supplier of water shall 
notify users of the system of the failure by inclusion of a notice in all water bills issued after the failure. 
The notice shall remain in effect until the failure is corrected. 

a. Notification procedure. If a supplier of water is required to notify users of the system because of 
failure to comply with an applicable maximum contaminant level, the users of the water shall be 
notified of such failure as follows: 

(1) By publication on not less than three (3) consecutive days in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the area served by the system. Such notice shall be completed within foUrteen (14) days after 
the supplier of water learns of the failure. 

(2) If the area served by a community or non-transient non-community water system is not served 
by a daily newspaper of general circulation, notification by newspaper shall be given by 
publication on three (3) consecutive weeks in a weekly newspaper of general circulation serving 
the area and by furnishing a copy of the notice to the radio and television stations serving the 
area served by the system. Such notice shall be furnished within seven (7) calendar days after 
the supplier of water learns of the failure. 
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4. Signs. If a non-transient non-community or non-community water system fails to comply with an 
applicable maximum contaminant level established in Sec. 16.2.E or fails to comply with an applicable 
testing procedure established in Sec. 16.2.F , the supplier of water shall give notice of such failure to the 
persons served by the system by fixed signs located at all potable water outlets or connections. 

5. Potential water quality dangers. In case of breakdown in purification or protective equipment, breaks 
in main transmission lines, loss of water pressure below twenty (20) p.s.i., abnormal taste or odor, any 
interruption of water service to users, or any circumstances which could affect the quality of the drinking 
water, it shall be the duty of the water supplier to notify the PBCPHU within one (1) hour of the 
occurrence. Notification shall include the following information: 

a. Description of the problem; 
b. Area affected; 
c . Number of connections or users affected; 
d. Estimated duration of problem; and 
e. Method of notifiCation to users. 

Such information shall also be provided in writing on the monthly operation repon. 

6. Loss of water or water pressure. If the water is shut off to the users and/or the water pressure falls 
below 20 p.s.i. , notification shaH be given immediately to the users either by written notice or through 
the media of newspaper. radio or television of the interruption of water service and/or the necessity to boil 
water. The notice to boil water shall remain in effect until two (2) consecutive days of satisfactory 
bacteriological sample results have been obtained from the area affected. The PBCPHU shall notify the 
water supplier when the boil water notice may be rescinded. Where public fire protection is provided by 
the mains affected by the interruption, the utility shall notify the Fire Marshall or the appropriate Fire 
Department official that an interruption bas occurred or will occur. 
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J. Design and construction requirements. The design and construction requirements of this section shall 
govern the construction, extension, expansion or use of any community or non-community water supply 
system. The design standards specified in Chapter 17-550 and Chapter 10D-4, F.A.C., as well as other 
standards considered as modern sanitary engineering practices shall also apply to the construction, extension, 
expansion or use of any community or non-community water supply system. The design standards in the 
following reference works are incorporated into this Code. If any differences in design standards exists, the 
more stringent standard shall apply. 

.. Teclmic:al =Volume 
-·:,·::::': : ,-,_Alttiior~-:Pub~:&llC:l~Ad.c~ress .. --

Manual for Evalualing Public Drinking U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; 
Water Supplies, Current Edition Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 

Government Printing Office; Washington, 
D.C., 20402 

Water Treatmmr PlanJ Design, Current American Society of Civil Engineers, 
Edition American Water Works Association, and 

Conference of State Sanitary Engineers; 
American Water Works Association, Inc.; 
66666 West Quincy Avenue, Denver, CO 

Recommended Standards for Water Great Lakes-Upper Mississippi River Board 
Works, Current Edition of State Sanitary Engineers; Health Education 

Service; P.O. Box 7283, Albany, NY 12224 

Wmer Quality Trearment, Current Edition American Water Works Association; 66666 
West Quincy Avenue, Denver, CO 

Standards of the A!Mrican Water Works American Water Works Association; 66666 
Association, Current Edition West Quincy Avenue, Denver, CO 

Manual of Trearment Techniques of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Meeting the Interim Primary Drinking Office of Research and Development, EPA-
Water Regulations, May 1977 600, 8-77-055 

Water Fluoridation Manual, October, National Fluoridation Engineer_; U.S. Center 
1985 for Disease Control; Atlanta GA 

1. Lead. Lead pipes, solder and flux are prohibited for use in the installation or repair of any drinking water 
system as of the effective date of this section. This does not apply to leaded joints necessary for the repair 
of cast iron pipes. Solders and fluxes must contain not more than two-tenths (0.2) of one (1) percent lead 
and fittings not more than eight (8) percent lead. 

2. Number of wells and pumps. A minimum of two (2) drinking water supply wells and pumps sball be 
provided for each community water system that will serve three hundred fifty (350) or more persons upon 
completion of construction. 

3. Licensing of contractors. All water wells shall be constructed by a water well contractor licensed by the 
SFWMD in accordance with Chapter 17-21 and Chapter 17-550, F.A.C., and Chapter 40E-3, F.A.C. 
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4. Vertical well casings. The venical well casing shall extend at least six (6) inches above ground or into 
an approved sump pit. Whenever the pump is not set at the venical casing, the line between the venical 
casing and pump shall be considered an extension of the casing and protected from sanitary hazards in a 
similar manner as the casing. 

S. Community, non-community and non-transient noncommunity wells and on-site disposal systems. 
For community, non-community, and non-transient non-community water systems having on-site sewage 
disposal with flows greater than two thousand (2,000) gallons per day, as estimated in accordance with 
Sec. 16.1 , wells shall be placed a minimum distance of two hundred (200) feet from the disposal system. 
However, when on-site sewage disposal flows are less than two thousand (2,000) gallons per day, as 
estimated in accordance with Sec. 16.1 , wells shall be placed a minimum of one hundred (100) feet from 
the disposal unit. These distances may be increased if required under Sec. 16.1.E.l.a.(l)(a), l.F.4.n. 

6. Semi-public wells and on-site sewage disposal systems. Semi-public wells shall be placed a minimum 
distance of one hundred (100) feet from any septic tank. or drainfield. This distance may be increased if 
required under Sec. 16.1.E. l.a(l)(a), l.F.4.n . 

7. Private wells and on-site sewage disposal systems. Private water wells shall be placed a minimum 
distance of seventy-five (75) feet from any septic tank., drainfield or brine disposal area. 

8. Separation or wells from other possible contaminant sources. Community, non-community, non­
transient non-community, and semi-public water wells shall be located a minimum distance of: 

a. One hundred (100) feet from other pollution sources, including but not limited to drainage wells, 
gasoline or other petroleum product underground storage tanks, water softener brine disposal areas or 
other waste disposal areas except as otherwise provided in Sec. 9.4, Wellfield protection. 

b. Fifty (50) feet from any non-drinking water well, pond, canal , or other body of water. 

c. Twenty-five (25) feet from poisoned soils, including but not limited to, building foundations. 

d. Five hundred (500) feet from any sanitary landflll or recognized hazardous or toxic waste site. 

9. Construction or semi-public and private wells. For semi-public and private water system wells, 
construction shall be in accordance with standards specified in Chapters 1004 and 40E-3, F .A .C. , as 
amended or transferred. 

10. Waste collection and transmi.sslon lines. Any waste collection or transmission line within the defined 
locations shall be constructed in accordance with current American Water Works Association, Inc. , 
water main standards, including the passing of the appropriate pressure and leakage tests. 

11. Post-construction reporting. Within thirty (30) days after the completion of the construction or repair 
of any drinking water well, the water well contractor shall submit a repon to the PBCPHU on the 
approved forms in accordance with the instructions provided thereon. 

12. Protective fencing. Wells shall be enclosed within proteCtive fencing when access is open to the 
general public. 
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13. Cones of influence. The cone of influence of a new well or wells serving a community water supply 
system shall comply with the requirements of the Sec. 9 .4, Wellfield protection. 

14. Closure of abandoned wells. All wells formerly serving water supplies which have been abandoned 
or which use has been permanently discontinued shall be plugged by filling them from the bonom to 
the top with neat cement grout, concrete or other method approved by the PBCPHU. 

15. Emergency power systems. All existing community systems serving three hundred fifty (350) or more 
persons and all newly proposed community systems shall be equipped with a source of auxiliary power 
to allow operation of the raw water supply, water treatment units and pumping capacity. In addition, 
such systems shall be provided with automatic start-up devices except where elevated storage or twenty­
four (24) hours per day, seven (7) day per week operation is provided. Such emergency power shall 
be of a sufficient capacity to operate the water supply facility at one-half (lh) design capacity. A 
minimum fuel supply for one week of continuous operation for each item of auxiliary power shall be 
maintained at the water treatment plant or under the control of the utility and reserved for the water 
treatment plant. Any fuel pumps required to transfer the fuel to the auxiliary power units shall be 
equipped with their own auxiliary power or manual pumping system. 

16. Reserve chlorine supplies. All community, non-a>mmunity systems, and non-transient non-a>mmunity 
systems, including semi-public systems where applicable, shall maintain a minimum reserve supply of 
chlorine for emergency conditions. Such reserve shall be figured for founeen (14) days consumption 
for systems using gas chlorine and seven (7) days consumption for systems using hypochlorite solution. 
The consumption shall be based as a minimum on fifty (50) percent of design capacity. 

17. Disinfection. 

a. Community, non-community, or non-transient non-community water systems. Community, 
non-a>mmunity, or non-transient non-a>mmunity water supplies shall be designed to maintain a 
minimum continuous and effective free chlorine residual of 0.2 mg/1 liter or equivalent disinfection 
if other than free chlorine is used as the disinfection measure throughout the system. When utilizing 
chlorine in combination with ammonia, a minimum combined residual of 0.6 mg/1 liter shall be 
maintained. 

b. Semi-public water systems. The department shall require disinfection if bacteria is discovered in any 
sample of water. 

c. Chlorination facilities. A minimum of two (2) chlorination facilities at the water treatment plant shall 
be provided for each community water system. Each chlorinator shall be of adequate capacity to supply 
the total demand of the raw water at the rated capacity of the treatment plant. Where more than two 
(2) chlorinators are available, adequate capacity to supply the total chlorine demand of the raw water 
shall be provided with the largest unit out of service. Disinfection other than chlorination will be 
considered on an individual basis by the PBCPHU. 

d. Booster chlorination facilities. Booster chlorination facilities in the distribution system shall be 
provided along with the necessary controls to maintain free chlorine residuals or equivalent disinfection 
within the acceptable range of 3 .0 mg/1 liter maximum and 0.2 mg/ lliter minimum or a minimum 
combined residual of 0 .6 mg/1 liter when utilizing chlorine in combination with ammonia. 
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18. Water treatment plant and storage. The approved design capacity shall be adequate to provide for 
the maximum day demand plus fire flow requirements and maintain the water quality standards 
specified in this Code. 

19. Distribution. 

a. Water pressure. The sizing of the distribution lines shall be adequate to provide both of the following 
without the development of distribution pressures lower than twenty (20) pounds per square inch (psi): 

(1) maximum day demand plus fire flow requirements and 
(2) maximum hourly demand. 

b . Line size. Except for repair or replacement of existing lines, the size of new piping for any community 
system shall be no less than six (6) inch diameter unless a departure in sizing is justified by hydraulic 
analysis or historic analysis and future water use for the area and is approved by the PBCPHU based 
on such circumstances. 

c. Responsibility for operation and maintenance. In metered distribution systems, the supplier of water 
shall be responsible for operation maintenance and repair of new water lines up to and including the 
water meter. 

d. Water main extensions. Any new development or construction connecting to an off-site water main 
shall provide an extension of that water main along the public right-of-way or utility easements abutting 
the property. 

e. Fire hydrants. Fire hydrants shall be maintained by the owner in accordance with standards established 
by the •standards of the American Water Works Association.· If a fire hydrant is located downstream 
of a water meter, the meter shall be designed to provide an adequate flow without excessive pressure 
drop. Private fire hydrant owners shall be required to request a dedicated private fire line, separate 
from any drinking water line, where an excessive drop through a metered source exists. 

r. Fire flows. The required fire flow from fire hydrants approved for installation prior to the effective 
date of this section shall be a minimum of five hundred (500) gallons per minute for two (2) hours. 
Those approved after the effective date of this section shall meet the following requirements. 

(I) Residential subdivision. In single-family or duplex dwellings not exceeding two (2) stories in 
height, the system shall provide capability for fire flow of at least five hundred (500) gallons per 
minute. 

{2) Multi-family dwellings of3 or more units. Commercial, institutional, or industrial subdivisions, 
or other high daytime or nighttime population density developments; in new subdivisions which 
include these developments fire hydrants in the areas of such development shall provide a 
minimum fire flow of fifteen hundred (1,500) gallons per minute. However, a lower or higher 
flow may be required by the fire marshall or by the appropriate fire department official 
according to the Insurance Services Office recommendations. 

(3) Minimum rare flows for all systems. All systems shall have sufficient storage or other facilities 
so that the minimum fire flow will be maintained for at least four (4) hours or the current 
recommendations of the Insurance Services Office, whichever is greater. 
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g. Dead--end lines. Dead end lines shall be minimized by the looping of all mains where possible. Where 
dead end lines occur, they shall be provided with flush hydrants, fire hydrants or blowoffs for flushing 
purposes. 

b. Demand at 80%. When the distribution demand, as determined in Sec. 16.2.1 .19 above, reaches eighty 
(80) percent of approved design capacity, the supplier of water shall initiate the procedures for water 
treatment plant expansion. In the event expansion procedures are not initiated, the system shall be 
considered inadequate for additional distribution expansion, and approval for additional distribution 
expansion shall not be granted. 

i. Demand at 90%. When the distribution demand, as determined in Sec. 16.2.J.19.a above, reaches 
ninety (90) percent of the approved design capacity, the supplier of water shall have the water treatment 
plant expansion under construction. In the event construction is not underway, the system shall be 
considered inadequate for additional distribution expansion and approval for additional distribution 
expansion shall not be granted unless otherwise justified by an engineering report covering the 
circumstances and approved by the PBCPHU. 

20. Bacldlow prevention. The following buildings, establishments or facilities connected to a drinking 
water supply system shall install and maintain bacldlow prevention devices complying with current 
American Water Works, Inc. , standards: nursing homes, hospitals, mortuaries, funeral parlors, 
restaurants, sewage trealiiiCDt plants, sewage lift stations, swimming pools and buildings using 
corrosive, toxic, infectious, radioactive or other substances which would be a health hazard if they 
entered a drinking water supply. 

K. Operation and maintenance. 

1. Community, non-community and non-transient non-community water supply systems. The following 
operation and maintenance requirements shall apply to community, non-community and non-transient 
non-community water supply systems, and shall also apply to semi-public water supply systems. 

a. The supplier of water shall maintain all items of the water supply facility in the approved operational 
condition. 

b . The supplier of water shall operate the water supply facility to produce continuously water meeting the 
pressure quality requirements of this section . 

c. The supplier of water shall introduce no new source of water into the system, and no purification 
process or protective provisions shall be altered or discontinued or by-passed, except where the supplier 
of water notifies the PBCPHU and secures approval therefrom. 

d . Cross-connection to community, non-community, non-transient non-community and semi-public water 
supply systems are prohibited. Upon detection of a cross-connection, the supplier of water shall either 
eliminate the cross-connection by installation of an approved backflow prevention device or discontinue 
service by providing a physical separation cross-connection. 
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e. The supplier of water shall establish a routine cross-connection control program and keep a 
maintenance log on each backflow prevention device connected to its system. Testing and maintenance 
on each backflow prevention device shall be performed by a certified backflow prevention device tester. 
The frequency of testing shall be a minimum of once per year or other schedule recommended by the 
manufacturer and approved by the PBCPHU. The cross-connection control program shall be established 
no later than December 31, 1988, and a copy of the program submitted to the PBCPHU by March 30, 
1989. 

f. The supplier of water shall establish a routine testing and maintenance program on each fire hydrant 
connected to its system. The frequency of testing shall be a minimum of once per year or other 
schedule recommended by the manufacturer and approved by the PBCPHU. 

g. The supplier of water shall conduct the necessary flushing programs to remove lime, sand or other 
objectionable sediments, matter or material from its water system. 

b . Each community, non-transient non-community and Non-community water system shall maintain a 
distribution map showing the general locations of the water lines and sizes, valves, fire hydrants, flush 
hydrants and any inter-connections. The scale of the distribution map shall be between two hundred 
(200) and one thousand (1 ,000) feet per inch or other scale acceptable to the PBCPHU. A microfllm 
quality copy of the current edition of this map shall be submitted to the PBCPHU by February 28, of 
each even numbered year. The PBCPHU may waive the submittal requirements for any water supply 
in which no significant change· bas taken place within the distribution system. 

2. Community, non-community, and non-transient non-community water supply systems. 

a. The supplier of water shall schedule planned water outages during periods of low water usage. 

b. The supplier of water shall operate for at least fifteen (15) minutes all emergency power units at least 
once per week to ensure starting capabilities and continuously for four (4) hours under load once each 
calendar quarter to ensure dependability. 

c. The supplier of water shall provide a certified operator as specified in Chapter 17-602, F.A.C. , except 
that all community systems shall meet at least the State minimum Class •o• certified operator 
requirements specified in Chapter 17-602, F.A.C., as it may be amended or transferred. 

d. The supplier of water shall operate the water supply facility to maintain continuously the free available 
chlorine residual or equivalent disinfection between 3.0 mg/1 and 0.2 mg/1 throughout the distribution 
system, and the total chlorine residual no greater than 5.0 mg/1 . When utilizing chlorine in combination 
with ammonia, a minimum combined residual 0.6 mg/1 shall be maintained. 
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L. Emergency operation. 

1. Interconnections. Where two (2) community water supply systems have distribution or transmission lines 
within one thousand (1,000) feet of each other, they shall provide an emergency interconnection between 
the two (2) systems when the PBCPHU determines that such a connection would be of benefit to the 
citizens of Palm Beach County. Such determination shall be based on the possibility of destruction of the 
water source or treatment system in the event of a disaster and the possible benefits in moving water 
between the systems. SUch interconnecting lines shall be no smaller than the smallest of the two (2) lines 
being interconnected and shall be provided with at least one valve and any necessary flush points. If the 
two (2) water suppliers are unable to reach an agreement on the payment for installation of such an 
interconnection, each supplier shall pay the cost of construction from the supplier's line to the point of 
connection and shall pay flfty (50) percent of the cost of a meter and meter box if either party desires a 
meter and meter box. The point of connection shall be at the following: 

a. Municipal limits or franchise boundaries if the supplier's limits or boundaries are adjacent and 
contiguous. 

b. The midpoint of the municipal limits or franchise boundaries if the limits or boundaries are not adjacent 
and contiguous. The inter-connection shall be completed within one (1) year after the PBCPHU notifies 
the systems involved. 

2. Flushes, hydrants, taps and other emergency provisions. Any community water system may be required 
to provide a flush or fire hydrant, water tap or other provision for securing an emergency water service 
from an existing main at a location that the PBCPHU determines would be of benefit to the citizens of the 
area. Such determination shall be based in part on the possibility of a prolonged power outage or other 
disaster which would render individual wells in the area unusable. Other considerations will include the 
density of individual wells in the area and the distance of the nearest possible potable water supply during 
an emergency. Such water taps shall be constructed within one hundred twenty (120) days of notification 
by the PBCPHU. It shall be the responsibility of Palm Beach County to secure an agreement with the 
community water system for use of that emergency water service. 

M. Appeals. Persons aggrieved by a requirement, interpretation or determination of Sees. 16.2.C.2 and 16.2.1 
of this section made by the PBCPHU or the Environmental Control Officer may appeal to the 
Environmental Appeal Board by filing a written notice of appeal to the Environmental Control Officer. 
Only those appeals requesting relief from setbacks under Sec. 16.2.J or requesting an exemption from 
connection to a public or investor~wned community water supply under Sec. 16.2.C.2 shall be filed . 

1. Fee. The notice of appeal shall be accompanied by a certified check or money order in the amount of 
$100.00 made payable to the PBCPHU, which shall be non-refundable, to defray the cost of processing 
and administering the appeal. 
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2. Notice of appeal. Each notice of appeal shall state the facrual basis for the appeal and the relief requested. 
There shall be attached to each notice supportive materials and documents, including a site plan indicating 
proposed and existing individual sewage disposal systems and wells on the property that is the subject o f 
the appeal and all other systems and conditions on neighboring properties which could affect the 
requirements of Sees. 16.2.C.2 or 16.2.1 of this section if the appeal were granted. The Environmental 
Appeal Board may require such additional information as it deems necessary. A separate application must 
be filed for each site or system considered for an appeal. The burden of presenting supportive facts in the 
application shall be the responsibility of the person filing the appeal. The person filing the appeal shall 
have the burden of proving entitlement to relief. The PBCPHU and/or the Environmental Control Officer 
shall defend all appeals before the Environmental Appeal Board. 

3. Notice to property owner. The person filing the appeal shall also submit to the Environmental Control 
Officer a list of the names and addresses of every property owner who may be affected by the granting 
of the appeal. 

4 . Hearing. A hearing on the appeal shall be set within sixty (60) calendar days of receipt of the notice of 
appeal by the Environmental Control Officer. This provision does not mean that the applicant is entitled 
to a hearing on the first available agenda following receipt of the notice of appeal. 

5. Rules of evidence. Formal rules of evidence shall not apply to the hearing but fundamental due process 
shall be observed and shall govern the proceedings. All testimony shall be under oath. Irrelevant, 
immaterial or unduly repetitious evidence shall be excluded, but all other evidence of a type commonly 
relied upon by reasonably prudent persons shall be admissible, whether or not such evidence would be 
admissible in the trial courts of Florida. Hearsay evidence may be used for the purpose of supplementing 
or explaining other evidence, but it shall not be sufficient in itself to support a finding unless it would be 
admissible over objection in civil actions. 

6. Rights. The parties shall have the following rights: to be represented by counsel; to call and examine 
witnesses; to introduce exhibits; to cross-examine witnesses on any relevant matter, even though the matter 
was not covered in direct examinarion; and to rebut evidence. 

7. Euviroamental Appeal Board. The Environmental Appeal Board shall hear and consider all facts material 
to the appeal and shall issue findings of fact based upon the greater weight of the evidence and shall issue 
an order affording the proper relief consistent with the powers granted herein. The findings and order shall 
be by motion approved by a majority of those members present and voting. 

8. Appeals. In order to grant an appeal authorizing a new or existing well for use in lieu of connecting to 
a public or investor-owned community water supply, the Environmental Appeal Board must fmd that: 

a. Satisfactory ground water is available or can be obtained; and 

b. The well complies with all setbacks, construction standards and other requirements of this section and 
Chapters 17-21 , 17-550, lOD-4 and 40E-3, F .A.C .; and 

c. Every reasonable effon has been made to obtain a water supply from a public or investor-owned 

community water supplier. 

LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE PAUl BEAOJ COUNTY. FLORIDA 

ADOn70N JUNE 16. 1992 August, 1995 Edition 16-58 



AR17CLE 16 . HEALTH DEPAKTMENT' REGUV.170NS Stc.l6.2 ECR RULE n 

9. Relief. In order to grant relief from Sees. 16.2.C.2 or 16.2.J of lhis Code and related sections of Chapter 
100-4, F.A.C., lhe Environmental Appeal Board must flnd that: 

(1) Satisfactory ground water can be obtained; and 
(2) Every reasonable effon has been made to comply with the requirements of this section and 

Chapter lOD-4, F.A.C., in the location of the well; and 
(3) The proposed well complies with all construction standards and other requirements of this section 

and Chapters 17-21, 17-550, lOD-4 and 40E-3, F.A.C.; and 
(4) Advance notice shall be given to future purchasers of the semi-public .and/or non-community 

water systems that the system shall be connected to a public or investor-owned community water 
supply when such a supply becomes available, and that the purchaser has certain operational 
requirements until such connection is completed. 

10. Conditions and safeguards. Provided that the factual findings specified in Sees. 16.2.M.8 or 16.2.M.9 
above are made, the Environmental Appeal Board may reverse, modify or affli'IIl, wholly or partly. 
the requirement, interpretation or determination made by the PBCPHU or the Environmental Control 
Officer. In granting an appeal, the Environmental Appeal Board may prescribe appropriate conditions 
and safeguards consistent with this section. Violation of such conditions and safeguards, when made 
a part of the terms under which the appeal is granted, shall be deemed a violation of this section. The 
Environmental Appeal Board may also prescribe a reasonable time within which the action for which 
the appeal is granted shall be started or completed or both. Any decision of the Environmental Appeal 
Board shall be in the form of a written order. 

11. Change in facts. If there is a change in the facts or circumstances supporting a request for relief after 
an order granting relief has been issued, then the applicant shall notify the PBCPHU. The PBCPHU 
may request the Environmental Appeal Board to revoke or amend the order. 

12. Termination of relief. Except where the relief granted is to exempt an applicant from the requirement 
to connect to a public or investor-owned community water supply under Sec. 16.2.1, any relief granted 
shall automatically terminate upon the availability of a community water supply to the lot or parcel. 
Upon the request of the PBCPHU or the Environmental Control Officer, the Environmental Appeal 
Board may modify or rescind an order granting relief from the requirements to connect to a public or 
investor-owned community water supply under Sec. 16.2.C.2 if the conditions under which the appeal 
was granted no longer exist. Unless otherwise provided in an order issued pursuant to Sec. 16., relief 
granted under this section shall automatically lapse if action for which the appeal was granted has not 
been initiated within one (1) year from the dale of granting such appeal by the Environmental Appeal 
Board or, if judicial. proceedings to review the Environmental Appeal Board's decision shall be 
instituted, from the dale of entry of the final order in such proceedings, including all appeals. 

13. Decision. The decision of the Environmental Appeal Board shall be final administrative action. Any 
person who is a party to the proceeding may appeal to the Circuit Court of Palm Beach County in 
accordance with the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
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N. Violations, penalties, enforcement and inspections. 

1. Violations and penalties. It is unlawful for any person to violate any provision of this section or any duly 
constituted order of the Palm Beach County Environmental Control Hearing Board enforcing this section. 
Such violations shall be subject to the enforcement and penalty provisions of Chapter 77-616, Special Acts, 
Laws of Florida, as amended, and Palm Beach County Environmental Control Ordinance No. 78-5 , as 
amended. 

2. Inspections. It shall be the duty of the County Health Director or his authorized representative to conduct 
such inspections as are reasonable and necessary to determine compliance with the provisions of this 
section. 

[Onl. No. 95-24; July 11, 1995] 

SEC. 16.3 PROHIBmON OF DUMPING, REGULATION OF WASTE DISPOSAL AND CLEAN F1LL 
ACllVITY 

A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose and intent of this section is to protect the surficial aquifer and prevent 
sanitary nuisances and public health threats by prohibition of dumping, regulation of waste disposal and 
clean fill activity. The specific objectives of this section are to establish prohibition for dumping or placing 
of waste upon any land or water on private or public propeny and regulate the disposition of clean fill. 

B. APPlicability. The standards of this section shall apply to all activities involving disposal of waste and 
clean fill activities within the unincorporated or incorporated areas of Palm Beach County. 

C . Exemptions. The following shall be exempted from the standards of this section: 

1. All waste management activities which are approved by Department of Environmental Regulations, Solid 
Waste Authority, or the Palm Beach County Public Health Unit (PBCPHU). 

2. Agricultural waste disposal, provided the agricultural wastes are generated and disposed of on site and the 
property is agriculturally zoned. 

3. Soil and mulch brought on to a propeny and used for the purpose of improving soil/plant relations through 
improving retention of nutrients and water for plants in ground or above ground on that site. 

4. Clean fill disposed on land located in Palm Beach County if the person obtains the property owner's 
consent and the property has provided the Palm Beach County Public Health Unit (PBCPHU) with 
required notification as set forth herein. 

D . Prohibition for Dumping and Placing Waste. It is unlawful and shall constitute willful causing of 
pollution for any person to dump, or cause or allow to be dumped; or place, or cause or allow to be 
placed; or bury, or cause or allow to be buried; any waste upon any land, or any water located in Palm 
Beach County. 
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E. Regulation of Clean FiJI Activities. 

1. Prohibitions of Clean FiJI Activities. It is unlawful for any person to engage in the following activities: 
a. Create or maintain a sanitary nuisance due to clean flll activities; 
b. Adversely affect drainage resulting from clean flll activities; or 
c. Store waste which results from clean flll activities for more than seven (7) days. 

2. Notification of Clean Fill Activities. 

a. Initial notification. Forty-five (45) working days prior to the commencement of clean fill activities, 
the property owner shall provide the PBCPHU written initial notification. Initial notification shall 
include; property owner(s) name, mailing address, phone number, clean fill material to be wUized, 
amount of clean fill activity, a survey prepared by a Registered Land Surveyor, and a sketch indicating 
location of flU on property. 

b . Exception. Initial notification shall not be required for the following activities: 

(1) Clean flll activities at parcels that have received a Palm Beach County Engineering Department 
subdivision approval and have a Land Development Permit; 

(2) Clean fill activities necessitated by the Building Department permit standards for individual Jot 
improvements which previously have not received a Land Development Permit. The intent is to 
allow the clean filling of individual unplatted or by-passed platted lots to meet curient standards 
without deleteriously impacting the surrounding parcels; 

(3) Clean flll activities at sites that have received a dredge and flll permit; or 
(4) Clean flll activities conducted by any governmental agency. 

c. Other pennits required. Notification t.o the PBCPHU does not relieve the property owner from the 
need to obtain any local, state, or federal permit nor does it relieve the property owner from abiding 
by all local, state or federal laws, as applicable. 

F. Enforcement, Penalties, Circuit Court Proceedings. Failure to comply with the requirements of this Section 
shall constitute a violation of this Code. 

1. Enforcement. The PBCPHU shall have available to it all enforcement remedies made available pursuant 
to Chapter 77-616, Laws of Florida, as amended, and County ordinances adopted pursuant thereto. 
Violations will be heard by the Environmental Control Hearing Board. 

2. Penalties . Penalties that may be imposed include the following: 

a. A civil penalty of up to $500.00 per day for each violations; and 
b. Affirmative action such as a requirement that the violator perform roadside waste clean-up services or 

bear the cost of waste removal in lieu of such services. 

3. Circuit Court Proceedings. Circuit Coun proceedings may be instituted to abate and prosecute violations, 
or enforce orders. Such relief may include both temporary and permanent injunctions. 

[Ord. No. 95-24] 
[Ord. No. 95-24; July 11, 1995] 
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SEC. 17.1 GENERAL. 

A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose and intent of this section is to ensure the provision of parks, on-site 
recreation areas and facilities in proportion to the demand created by development. By requiring such 
facilities , it is the intent of this section to ensure the provision of functionally-adequate, aesthetically 
pleasing and safe parks and recreation areas. The specific objectives of this section are as follows: 

1. Establish recreational standards for the development of land within unincorporated Palm Beach County; 

2. Aid in the coordination of land development in Palm Beach County in accordance with orderly physical 
patterns; 

3. Provide public and private parks and recreation areas in accordance with the objectives of the Recreation 
Open Space Element of the Comprehensive Plan; and 

4 . Ensure to the residents of residential development that necessary recreational improvements have been 
provided. 

B. Applicability. The standards of this section shall apply to all development in unincorporated Palm Beach 
County, or existing development that is modified to the extent that it includes residential uses or site design 
features that were not specifically shown on the previously approved plans. All recreation areas established 
by this section shall be continuously maintained according to the standards of this section. 

C. Community and Neighborhood Park Recreation Standards. 

1. Countywide regional, beach or district parks aud preservation conservation areas. Where a planned 
beach, regional, district park, or preservation! conservation area is shown in the CIE of the 
Comprehensive Plan, and a development proposed in an application for development permit is located in 
whole or~ part within the planned beach, regional, district park, or preservation/conservation area, such 
area shall be reserved for a period not to exceed two (2) years during which time Palm Beach County shall 
either acquire the land or release the reservation. The time period initiating the reservation shall commence 
with the filing of an application for development order. 

2. Required recreational areas. In any proposed residential development, adequate provisions shall be made 
for recreation areas to accommodate the neighborhood and community park level recreational needs of the 
residents of the development. The recreation areas shall consist of a developed recreation area parcel and 
include recreational facilities of a type consistent with the needs of the residents. The recreation parcel 
shall be located so as to provide convenient pedestrian access for the residents of the development. The 
recreation area shall be reserved by the developer for the perpetual use of the residents of the 
development. The owner of the land or a property owner's association, and their successors in interest 
shall be responsible for the perpetual maintenance of the recreation area. In addition, the recreation area 
shall comply with the following standards. The recreation area shall be the equivalent of 2.5 acres of 
developed land per 1',000 people population, based on 2.4 people per unit. Development of recreational 
facilities shall be of a type suitable for general neighborhood or community park use. The dollar amount 
to be spent on recreational improvements per acre shall be no less than seventy-five (75) percent of the 
County's cost per acre for developing community park type facilities as indicated by the Community Park 
Impact Fee Schedule or current County cost per acre to develop community and neighborhood park 

UND DEVELOPMENT CODE PALM BF..AQJ COUNIY. FLORIDA 

ADOP170N JUNE 16, 1992 August, 1995 Edilion 17-1 



AimaE /7.1: PARK AND RECREAT70N STANDARDS Stc. 17.1 ~ntrat 

facilities . The recreational tract(s) location shall be determined at the time of fmal site plan/subdivision 
plan submission. In the event of a phased development each subsequent site plan shall show how minimum 
recreation requirements are being satisfied. The minimum dollar amount to be spent on recreation facilities 
shall be determined based on the Community Park Impact Fee Schedule in use at the time of the site plan 
submission. The requirements contained in this section may be waived if adequate guarantee is provided 
prior to planing that the dollar value of the recreation areas required of this section shall be provided. 

3. Determination. At the option of the Parks and Recreation Department the developer may, in lieu of or 
in combination with Sec. C .2. , contribute the dollar value of the total recreational area requirement of this 
section for the entire development at the time the first plat is submitted for recording. Land value shall 
be based on the community park impact fee value per acre in use at the time the first plat is submitted for 
recording, or on a County approved certified MSA appraisal of the average value of the land in the 
development at the time of first plat. All such funds collected shall be held in a non-lapsing Park and 
Recreation Trust Fund for the acquisition and improvement of community or neighborhood parks according 
to the provisions of Sec. C .4. 

4. Cash-out option. Monies deposited by a developer pursuant to this section shall be expended within a 
reasonable period of time for the purpose of acquiring and developing land necessary to meet the need for 
neighborhood or community parks created by the development in order to provide a system of parks which 
will be available to and sufficiently benefit the residents of the development. In accordance with the 
descriptions of neighborhood and community parks contained in the Comprehensive Plan, monies deposited 
by a developer pursuant to this section shall be expended to acquire or develop land for neighborhood and 
community park purposes not farther than five (5) miles from the perimeter of the development. 

5. Other. The Board of County Commissioners shall establish an effective program for the acquisition of 
lands for the development of community parks in order to meet, within a reasonable period of time, the 
existing need for community parks which will be created by further residential developments constructed 
after the effective dale of this section. The annual budget and capital improvement program of Palm Beach 
County shall provide for appropriation of funds as may be necessary to carry out Palm Beach County's 
program for the acquisition of land for community parks. The funds necessary to acquire lands to meet 
the existing need for County parks must be provided from a source of revenue other than from the amount 
deposited in the Trust Fund. 

6 . Open space credit. Where developed recreational facilities are provided within lands required or credited 
for other open space purposes pursuant to this Code, (i.'e., buffer areas, narura1 preserves, utility 
easements, rights of way, drainage or water management tracts) , only credit for the cost of approved 
facilities may be applied towards the recreation area requirement of Sec. C.2, and only if the facilities are 
reserved for the use of the residents of the development. 

7 . Other credits. Where private membership clubs, golf courses, and other recreational related facilities 
exclusive of a property owners association are provided in conjunction with the development, credit of fifty 
(50) percent of the requirement of Sec. C.3 for recreation areas on a plat by plat basis for the entire 
development may be applied for those facilities which are available for the use of the residents of the 

development. 
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D. Phasing. Any development providing residential land use shall follow one of the following phasing plans: 

1. Single phasing. When the development is to be constructed in a single phase, or where each phase will 
provide recreational facilities specifically for the residents of that phase, then the recreational site(s) for 
that phase shall be site planned, or platted, concurrent with that phase of construction. No more than fony 
( 40) percent of the building permits for residential units shall be issued for the phase until the recreational 
improvements have been completed in their entirety . 

2. Multiple phasing. When the development is to be constructed in multiple phases and one or more required 
recreational site(s) is/are intended to serve the residents of two (2) or more phases of the development, 
then the following sequence must be adhered to: · 

a . The recreation site{s) shall be site planned concurrent with the site plan for the first phase of residential 
development for which the recreational site will serve. 

b . The recreation site(s) shall be platted concurrent with the plat for the residential development phase 
they will serve. 

c. No more than fony (40) percent of the building permits for residential units shall be issued for the 
phase until the recreational improvements have been completed in their entirety . 

[Ord. No. 95-24; July 11, 1995] 
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