






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ARTICLE 15: TRAFFIC PERFORMANCE STANDARDS Stc. 15.WM Transponation Concurrtncy Managtmtnt Artas riCMA/ 

(B) A specific geographic area delineated in the local government comprehensive plan for urban redevelopment. 
The urban redevelopment area must be within an urban infill area or within an existing urban service area that 
does not contain more than 40 percent developable land. 

(C) A specific geographic area delineated in the local government comprehensive plan for downtown 
revitalization within the designated central business district. 

Subsection 3. Criteria. 

(A) The designation of a Transportation Concurrency Exception Area must be supported by data and analysis 
which: 

(1) Demonstrate that the TCEA is compatible with and furthers the various portions and elements of the 
County Comprehensive Plan. When in a municipality, it shall also demonstrate that the TCMA is compatible 
with and furthers the various portions and elements of the local government's Comprehensive Plan. 

(2) Provide justification for the size and boundary of the TCEA for consistency with the purpose of 
promoting the stated purpose of a TCEA. 

(3) Identify the impacts on other local governments, if any. 

(B) To implement the TCEA, the local government's comprehensive plan must contain guidelines and policies 
which specify programs to meet the transportation needs of the TCEA. The guidelines may contain a wide range 
of strategies that include: timing and staging plans, parking control and pricing policies, Transportation System 
Management (TSM), Transportation J?emand Management (TOM), incentives to promote public transit, and the 
utilization of creative financing tools for the provision of transportation services and facilities. 

(C) The guidelines and policies and programs to implement the TCEA must demonstrate by supporting data and 
analysis, including short and long range traffic analysis, that consideration has been given to the impacts of the 
proposed development within the TCEA on the Florida Intrastate Highway System. 

Subsection 4. Procedure. 

(A) At least 30 days prior to a local government submitting a Comprehensive Plan Amendment for a TCEA, a 
preapplication conference shall be held. This preapplication meeting will be coordinated with the Planning 
Director. It will include representatives from the local government initiating the Comprehensive Plan 
amendment, the County Traffic Division and Planning Division, the Metropolitan Planning Organization, the 
Florida Department of Transportation, District IV, and the Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council. 

(B) Another conference shall be held with the representatives identified above within 30 days of receipt by the 
initiating local government of the state planning agency's Objection, Recommendation and Comments Report. 

(C) The TCEA shall not become effective until the following actions are taken: 

(l) The Board of County Commissioners finds the designation of the TCEA to be consistent with the 
Palm Beach County Comprehensive Plan. 

LAND DEVELOPMENI CODE PAlM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 

ADOPTION JUNE 16, 1992 10196 Suppltmtnt No. 4 15-51 



AR17CLE 15: TRAFFIC PERFORMANCE STANDARDS Sec. 15.UlM Transportation Concurrency Managemmt Areas (!'CMA} 

(2) The Board of County Commissioners adopts an amendment to the Palm Beach County Comprehensive 
Plan establishing the TCEA. 

(3) A final order is issued by the Department of Community Affairs finding the amendment or 
amendments in compliance. 
[Ord. No. 96-28] 

SECTION 15.(11) FIVE YEAR ROAD PROGRAM. 

SECTION 15.(11) A- INTENT. 

The Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County, Florida, finds that the 1990 Traffic Performance 
Code adopted by Section 15.(1) of this Ordinance is premised on the County's commitment to adhere to and 
implement the adopted Palm Beach County Five-Year Program Ordinance [referred to as "Five-Year Road 
Program" in this Section 15(11)] and the 1989 Palm Beach County Comprehensive Plan, as amended, [referred 
to as "Plan in this Section 15.(11)]. The County's failure to maintain its commitment to adhere to and implement 
its adopted Five-Year Road program as set forth in this Section 15 (II) shall result in a review and 
reconsideration of the adopted level of service contained in Section 15 (I) and in the Plan. 

SECTION 15.(11) B - DESCRIPTION OF FIVE-YEAR ROAD PROGRAM. 

The Five-Year Road Program was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County by 
Ordinance No. 85-40. In that ordinance, as amended, and in the Plan, the County adopted a reasonably 
attainable program of roadway construction for a five year period and matched the construction of projects with 
projected funding. Ordinance No. 85-40, as amended, further provides that prior to December of each year, the 
Commission shall consider the Ordinance to modify the list of projects to create a viable list of funded projects 
for the succeeding five years. 

The modification to the Five-Year Road Program shall continue to include, at a minimum, a description of the 
Road project, the type of road construction required, and the amount of money to be spent each fiscal year for 
plan preparation, right-of-way acquisition, and actual construction. 
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SECTION 15.(11) C -MONITORING OF COUNTY'S ADHERENCE TO AND IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE ADOPTED FIVE-YEAR ROAD PROGRAM. 

Subsection 1. Generally. 

The County's adherence to and the effectiveness of its implementation of the adopted Five-Year Road Program 
shall be monitored by the Independent Five-Year Road Program Oversight and Advisory Council. (Referred to 
as "Oversight and Advisory Council"). 

Subsection 2. Independent Five-Year Road Program Oversight and Advisory Council. 

(A) Council - An Independent Five-Year Road Program Oversight and Advisory Council is hereby created 
and established, consisting of nine (9) members. One member shall be selected from each of the six (6) 
disciplines listed below so that all the disciplines are represented, and appointed by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Palm Beach County: 

(1) construction management 
(2) civil engineering 
(3) operations research/systems analysis 
(4) finance/certified public accounting 
(5) economist 
(6) legal or general business 

Three members shall be selected from the general public; one from each of the following geographic areas: 

(1) North Palm Beach County- bounded on the west by State Road 7 and a line being the projection 
north of the centerline of State Road 7; bounded on the south by Southern Boulevard. 

(2) South Palm Beach County - bounded on the west by State Road 7 and on the north by Southern 
Boulevard. 

(3) West Palm Beach County- bounded on the east by State Road 7. 

The members shall be appointed at large by a majority vote of the County Commissioners, and shall be County 
residents. They shall serve (2) year terms; provided that the initial term only of the members from construction 
management, civil engineering, operations research/systems analysis, finance/certified public accounting, and 
North Palm Beach County shall be one (1) year. Any member missing three (3) consecutive meetings may be 
replaced by the Board of County Commissioners, with the new appointment filling the unexpired term of the 
member replaced. 

(B) Purpose and Functions. The purpose of the Oversight and Advisory Council is to function both as a 
resource for both the County Engineer and the County Commission in matters of the Five-Year Road Program 
implementation; to detect potential problems with County road building programs; to recommend to the County 
Commission suggested corrective actions relating to any such problems so identified; to strengthen the 
confidence of the public and industry of Palm Beach County in the road transportation improvement program; to 
generally monitor whether there is adherence to the adopted level of service standards and the Five-Year Road 
Program schedule. 
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(C) Activities. To implement the functions stated in paragraph (B) above, the members of the Oversight and 
Advisory Council are directed: 

(1) To aid in the review of the policies, procedures, and programs for use by the County Engineer for 
implementation of the Five-Year Road Program. 

(2) To monitor whether the preparation of plans for road and bridge construction is on schedule. 
(3) To monitor whether the preparation of plans for right-of-way acquisitions and abandonments is on 

schedule. 
{4) To monitor the progress of road construction. 
(5) To monitor the collection and expenditure of all road reviews, including impact fees. 
(6) To monitor whether there is adherence to the adopted levels of service for the major thoroughfare 

system and the Five Year Road Program Schedule. 
(7) To monitor the impact of this Ordinance on the level of development activity by comparison to 

other communities. 
(8) To review and recommend funding sources, mechanisms, and mixes of funding to improve the 

major thoroughfare system. 
(9) To perform such other duties as the County Commission shall direct; provided that the Oversight 

and Advisory Council shall not be involved in recommending changes to, or the adoption of, the 
annual Five Year Road Program or the management of the Engineering Department. 

(D) Administration. 

(1) The Office of the County Administrator shall provide such administrative staff and assistance as is 
required for the Council to perform its duties and functions. 

(2) All County departmental directors shall cooperate with the Council to the fullest extent. 

(E) Reports. 

(1) The County Engineer shall submit a report by January 10, April 10, July 10 and October 10 each year 
to the Oversight and Advisory Council detailing the status of the County's implementation of its adopted Five­
Year Road Program. This report shall contain a detailed report on the status of each project in the Five-Year 
Road Program, including the proposed commencement and completion dates of all programmed activities within 
each quarter of each fiscal year and the likelihood of meeting those dates. 

(2) The Oversight and Advisory Council shall meet at least quarterly after receipt of the report of the 
County Engineer and shall submit a report by May 30, and November 30 of each year to the County 
Commission detailing its findings on the County's implementation of the adopted Five-Year Road Program, the 
general effectiveness of the County's road building efforts, and the other tasks contained in Subsection 2(C). 
The Oversight and Advisory Council may submit other reports to the County Commission regarding actual as 
opposed to planned performance and shall respond to other requests from the County Commission. 

Subsection 3. Review of the Independent Five-Year Road Program Oversight and Advisorv Council. 

The need for, and tasks of, the Oversight and Advisoi:y Council shall be reviewed approximately June I , 1992 
and every two (2) years thereafter. 
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SECTION 15.(11) D- MODIFICATION OF FIVE-YEAR ROAD PROGRAM. 

Subsection 1. Semi-annual Modification of Five-Year Road Program. 

The deletion of construction projects from the Five-Year Road Program may be done no more frequently than 
twice a year. For purposes of this Section 15 (II), "deletion of a construction project" shall mean the elimination 
of the construction project, the failure to let a road construction contract, the removal of or failure to establish 
funding of the construction project, the material reduction in the scope of work or funding (as it affects the 
construction project), or the postponement of the construction project in the Five-Year Road Program for more 
than two years beyond the year the construction was originally programmed in the 1988-92 Five-Year Road 
Program or in the Five-Year Road Program in which the construction was first added after 1987. It does not 
include delays associated with right-of-way acquisition as a result of judicial decision, redesign after the contract 
has been let, construction, or other delays not under the control of the County. 

Subsection 2. Findings Required Prior to Deletion in the Adopted Five-Year Road Program. 

Prior to approving the deletion of any construction project from the County's Five-Year Road Program, the 
County Commission must find; 1) that the deletion of the construction project will not result in any link or 
intersection on the road .network operating at greater than the Adopted Level of Service as defined in this 
Ordinance if such link would not have operated at greater than the Adopted Level of Service as defined in this 
Ordinance had the project been constructed as originally programmed in the adopted Five-Year Road Program; 
and 2) that no project which was approved and phased based upon such ASSURED CONSTRUCTION would 
be denied BUILDING PERMITS because of the deletion of the construction. If both findings can be made, then 
the construction project may be eliminated by a majority vote except, if the project is in the current fiscal year, 
in which case a majority plus one vote is required. If only the second (2nd) finding can be made, then a project 
not in the current fiscal year could be deleted by a majority plus one vote. However, in no case may a project 
be deleted when the second {2nd) finding cannot be made. · 

Notwithstanding the above, a project may be deleted if an equivalent substitute project replaces the original 
project, in the same fiscal year. An equivalent substitute project is a roadway project in the same area that will 
serve substantially the same trips as the original project. This substitution may be made by a majority plus one 
vote. 
[Ord. No. 96-28] 

SECTION 15.(11) E- STANDARDS REQUIRING FINDING THAT COUNTY IS ADHERING TO AND 
IMPLEMENTING ITS ADOPTED FIVE-YEAR ROAD PROGRAM. 

Concurrent with the adoption of the annual Five-Year Road Program, the Board of County Commissioners shall 
determine whether the County has adhered to and implemented its Five-Year Road Program. In order to make 
the determination that the County had adhered to and implemented its adopted Five-Year Road Program, the 
County Commission must find the following based upon substantial competent evidence: · 

(A) Funding - The amount of funding of the current fiscal year of the Five-Year Road Program is, at a 
minimum, as contemplated in the Plan and the Five-Year Road Program. 

(B) New Fifth Year- The new fifth year being added to the Five-Year Road Program with projects added to 
the Five-Year Road Program at a rate contemplated in the Plan. 
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(C) Projects on Schedule - Fewer than twenty percent (20%) of the programmed road construction projects 
(on a line item basis) from the preceding fiscal year over which the County has control are more than twelve 
(12) months behind schedule. 

SECTION 15.(11) F- EFFECT OF FAILURE OF COUNTY TO ADHERE TO AND IMPLEMENT ITS 
ADOPTED FIVE-YEAR ROAD PROGRAM. 

If the County Commission does not continue to fund the Five-Year Road Program in accordance with the Plan, 
or does not continue to add projects to the Five-Year Road Program at a rate contemplated in t,he Plan, as 
corrected, updated, or modified as permissible in F.S. §163.3177(3)(b); or construction projects consisting of 
twenty (20) percent or more of the programmed construction projects (on a line item basis) from the preceding 
flScal year over which the County has control are more than twelve (12) months behind schedule as determined 
after the effective date of this Section, above, the Board of County Commissioners shall review the adopted 
level of service to determine whether it is realistic, adequate, and financially feasible. 

SECTION 15.(11) G -METHOD OF PRIORITIZING THOROUGHFARE IMPROVEMENTS. 

County shall undertake data collection and review of such regarding Major Intersection capacity and Peak: Hour 
Link capacity, along with AADT capacity. It shall use this information in programming Major Thoroughfare 
system improvements in the Five-Year Road Program. 

The objective shall be to effectively spend available funds so as to maximize capacity, balancing the amount of 
capacity added, the cost of improvements, the time the improvements will be utilized, and the "expandability" of 
those improvements to the ultimate section of road. Volume to AADT capacity ratios shall be the preliminary 
criterion for prioritizing funding of improvements. Due consideration shall be given to the amount of area 
opened up for development as a result of the various improvements. Deferral or elimination of Link 
improvements made unnecessary as a result of: (1) other Major Thoroughfare system improvements, such as 
intersection improvements; or (2) refined capacity analysis, shall. not be considered the deletion of a road 
improvement, unless the deletion is of a project scheduled for construction of the first year of the Five-Year 
Road Program or was scheduled for construction in the first year of a previous Five-Year Road Program. When 
evaluating whether a particular improvement should be deleted from the Five-Year Road Improvement Program, 
due consideration shall be given to previous reliance of improvements scheduled in the Five-Year Road 
Program. 

In addition, the analysis shall identify improvements to relieve traffic demands on all deficient facilities which 
are not included in the Five-Year Road Program. The County shall estimate traffic volumes to be on the 
roadway network at the end of the last year in the Five-Year Road Program and determine what additional 
improvements will be needed to meet those future traffic demands. These plans will be developed initially in 
1991 and presented to the Board of County Commissioners annually in conjunction with the review and approval 
of the Five-Year Road Program, beginning in 1992. Consideration will be given to staging improvements by 
constructing intersection improvemen,ts or other spot roadway improvements such that maximum roadway 
system and funding efficiency are achieved. These improvements shall be included in the analysis but will not 
be required to be identified for construction in a certain year. 

[Ord. No. 93-4; February 2, 1993] [Ord. No. 93-17; July 20, 1993] [Ord. No. 94-23; October 4, 1994] 
[Ord. No. 95-8; March 21, 1995] [Ord. No. 96-28; September 28, 1996] 
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SEC. 16.1 ONSITE SEWAGE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL SYSTEMS - (ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONTROL RULE I) 

This rule shall be designated as "Palm Beach County Environmental Control Rule I - Onsite Sewage Treatment 
and Disposal Systems." 

SECTION 1. PURPOSE 

The provisions of this Rule prescribe the minimum standards for onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems 
used for treatment and disposal of domestic sewage flows of 5,000 gallons per day and less. 

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS 

Terms contained herein shall have the meaning prescribed by Rule lOD-6, FAC as may be amended or shall have 
the following meaning: 

(1) "Aerobic Treatment Unit," means a treatment receptacle in which air is introduced into the sewage so as to 
provide aerobic biochemical stabilization during a detention period. 

(2) "Department," means the Palm Beach County Public Health Unit. (Editor's note: Department name changed 
to Palm Beach County Health Department, effective January 1, 1997. See Sec. 20.43 and 154.02, Fla. Stat., 
Ch. 96-403, Sec. 14, Laws of Fla.) 

(3) Commercial sewage waste- Non-toxic, non-hazardous wastewater from commercial facilities. Examples of 
establishments included in this definition are commercial and institutional food operations, commercial laundry 
facilities with no more than 4 machines and animal holding facilities. 

(4) "Domestic sewage waste" -human body waste and wastewater, including bath and toilet waste, residential 
laundry waste, residential kitchen waste and other similar wastes from appurtenances at a residence or 
establishment. Domestic sewage is further categorized as: 

(a) Blackwater - waste from toilets, urinals and kitchen drains. 
(b) Graywater- that part of domestic sewage that is not blackwater, including waste from the bath, lavatory, 

laundry and sink, except kitchen sink waste. 
(c) Domestic sewage characteristics: 

1. CBOD5, maximum 300 mg/1 
2. TSS, maximum 200 mg/1 
3. pH, 6- 8; or within 1 pH unit of the water supply pH 
4. Nitrogen (TKN) maximum 100 mg/1 

(5) "Drain:field" - a system of open-jointed or perforated piping, approved alternative distribution units, or other 
treatment facilities designed to distribute effluent for filtration, oxidation and absorption by the soil within 
the zone of aeration. 

(6) "Drainfield Invert," means the inside bottom of the distribution pipe at the lowest point in a drainfield. 
(7) "Environmental Appeal Board," is the 5 member Board appointed by the Environmental Control Board to 

hear appeals under this Rule. 
(8) "Environmental Control Board," is the Board consisting of the 7 members of the Board of County 

Commissioners, which adopts, reviews and amends ordinances and rules under Chapter 77-616, Special Acts, 
Laws of Florida, as amended. 

(9) "Environmental Control Hearing Board," is the 5 member Board appointed by the Environmental Control 
Board, pursuant to Chapter 77-616, Special Acts, Laws of Florida, as amended, to conduct hearings on 
alleged violations of this Rule. 

(10) "Environmental Control Officer," is the person appointed by the Environmental Control Board under Chapter 
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77-616, Special Acts, Laws of Florida, as amended. 
(11) "Establishment," means a single structure or a group of structures other than a single family residence on 

one or more parcels of land with common access, parking, drainage facilities and/or water supply. 
(12) "Flooding," means a covering of soil surface or pavement by water from any source, such as streams 

overflowing their banks, runoff from adjacent or surrounding slopes, elevation of the ground water table 
exceeding that of the soil surface, inflow from high tides, or a combination of these. Terms also associated 
with flooding and used elsewhere in this Rule are: 

(a) "Frequent," which means flooding which occurs more than once every 2 years on the average; 
(b) "10 year flood elevation," which means that flood elevation which has a 10 in 100 probability of being 

equaled or exceeded in any calendar year. 
(13) "Grease Trap," means a watertight receptacle or reservoir receiving wastewater-from a kitchen or other 

source containing grease. 
(14) Industrial, hazardous or toxic waste - wastewater not otherwise defmed as domestic sewage waste or 

commercial sewage waste. Wastewater from floor drains, utility sinks and equipment drains located in 
buildings in industrial or manufacturing areas, wastewater from commercial laundry facilities with more than 
4 self-service machines and wastewater from car and truck washes are included in this defmition. 

(15) "Lot," means the area included within lot lines and intended for lease, transfer of ownership, use or 
improvements or a combination thereof. The term "lot" includes the term "plot," "parcel" or "tract." 

(16) "Net Usable Land," means the total area of a parcel less all street, wet areas, canals, right-of-ways, drainage 
easements and other impairments to the owner's unrestricted use thereof as a building site. 

(17) "Non-Potable Well, means a well intended exclusively for irrigation purposes, or for supplying water to a 
heat pump system or a well for receiving discharge water from a heat pump system. 

(18) "Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal System," means a system of piping, tanks, or treatment devices and 
a drainfield for treatment and disposal of domestic sewage. 

(19) Potable water well - a source of water used for drinking, culinary or domestic purposes. The following 
classifications of potable wells are used in this Rule. A single rental residence is included in this category so 
that a maximum of three non-rental residences and one rental residence can be supplied by a single private 
potable well. 

(a) Private potable well -a well used only by four or fewer non-rental residences. 
(b) Public drinking water well -a well serving any drinking water system other than private water system. 

Public systems are classified in the following manner. 
1. Community public water system- as defined in subsection 403.852(3), F.S. such water system serves a 

year-round residential population of at least 25 people per day or has a minimum of 15 year-round 
residential service connections, 

2. Non-community public water system- as defined in subsection 403.852(4), F.S. such water system serves 
a transient population of at least 25 people per day at least 60 days per year or has a minimum of 15 non­
residential service connections. 

3. Non-transient non-community public water system- as defined in subsection 403.852(17), F.S., such water 
system is not a community water system, but is a system that regularly serves at least 25 of the same 
people for over 6 months of the year. 

4. Limited Use public water system- a public water system not regulated by the Florida Safe Drinking Water 
Act or Rule 62-550, 62-555, or 62-560 of the J:<lorida Administrative Code and further specified as limited 
use commercial public water system which provides piped potable water to one or more non-residential 
establishments and limited use community public water system which provides piped potable water to five 
or more private residences or two or more rental residences. 

(20) "Repair," means modification or addition to a failing onsite sewage treatment and disposal system which is 
necessary to allow the system to function or which is necessary to eliminate a public health or pollution 
hazard. Pumping of septage from a system and making minor structural corrections to a tank or building 
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sewer do not constitute repair. 

(21) "Septage," means a mixture of sludge, fatty material and wastewater removed during the pumping of onsite 
sewage treatment and disposal system, grease traps, laundry interceptors and portable toilets. 

(22) "Septic tank," means a watertight receptacle constructed to promote separation of solid and liquid components 
of sewage, to provide limited digestion of organic matter, to store solids and to allow clarified liquid to 
discharge for further treatment and disposal in a drainfield. 

(23) "Septic Tank System," means septic tank, distnbution box and drainfield. When pump equipment is utilized, 
it is also considered part of the septic tank system. 

(24) "Service Truck," means a vehicle used to pump out the contents of onsite sewage treatment and disposal 
systems, grease traps, laundry interceptors and/or portable toilets. 

(25) "Soil Classification," means the soil mantle as classified in accordance with the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture Soil Classification Methodology. 

(26) "Soil Limitation Ratings," includes the three rating categories, which are: · 
(a) "Slightly Limited," means soils with favorable properties for the use of drainfield systems. 
(b) "Moderately Limited," means soils that have properties moderately favorable for use of a drainfield 

system. Limitations in th'is category may be overcome by site alteration involving removal of impervious 
or too rapidly percolating soil layers, addition of fill, or lowering of high water table through approved 
drainage methods, or any combination of the above. 

(c) "Severely Limited," means soils which have one or more properties unsuitable for the use of a drainfield 
system. 

(27) "Subdivision," means any tract of land divided into three or more lots or parcels, regardless of the method 
by which the lots or parcels are described. 

(28) Surface water -a recognizable body of water, including swamp or marsh areas, bayheads, cypress ponds, 
sloughs and natural or constructed ponds contained within a recognizable boundary. This does not include 
storm water retention or detention areas designed to contain standing or flowing water for less than 72 hours 
after a rainfall. 

(29) "Temporary," means a single period or an accumulation of periods not exceeding 120 total days in any 365 
day period. 

(30) "Unobstructed Land" means that area on a lot or property which does not contain structures or other 
hindrances which would affect the installation, operation and/or maintenance of an onsite sewage treatment 
and disposal system. This includes, but is not limited to, pools, playgrounds, concrete slabs, trees, building, 
driveways, parking areas and tennis courts. 

(31) "Water Table Elevation," means the upper surface of the groundwater or that level below which the soil or 
underlying rock material is saturated with water. Water table elevation is measured from the soil surface down 
or up to the free water level. 

(32) "Wettest Season" means that period of time each year in which the groundwater table elevation can normally 
be expected to be at its highest elevation. 

(33) "Wellfield" means an area of land which contains more than one potable well that is designed for a pumping 
rate of at least 100,000 gallons per day. 

SECTION 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION, USE AND ABANDONMENT OF ONSITE 
SEWAGE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL SYSTEMS 

(1) No onsite sewage treatment and disposal system shall be installed, modified, abandoned or repaired without 
first obtaining a permit, or used without obtaining approval from the Department. 

(2) No municipality or political subdivision of the State, including Palm Beach County, shall issue a building or 
plumbing permit for any building requiring the use of an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system unless 
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the owner or builder has received a permit for such system from the Department. No municipality or political 
subdivision of the state should issue an occupational license to an owner or tenant of a building or otherwise 
allow an individual or business to relocate into or within an area zoned or used for industrial or manufacturing 
purposes or its equivalent until the owner or tenant has received written approval from the department. 
Approval shall state that the onsite sewage treatment and disposal system serving the business has been 
evaluated, is not expected to receive toxic or hazardous waste and is adequately designed to meet the sewage 
treatment and disposal needs of the business. 

(3) Buildings used or intended for human occupancy, employment or service to the public and locations where 
persons congregate shall provide toilets connected to an approved sewage waste disposal system. Also, 
property or location where persons congregate and are employed, or where property is used by the public for 
temporary and short periods of duration, such as construction sites, fairs, carnivals, revivals, field locations 
of agricultural workers, encampments or other use, shall be provided with portable toilets or other approved 
toilet facilities. The number of toilet facilities to be provided shall be in accordance with the local plumbing 
code, other applicable local regulations and the Florida Administrative Codes. Establishments with permanent 
structures shall not rely upon systems designed for temporary use as the primary means of wastewater 
treatment and disposal. 

(4) Sewage wastes and effluents from an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system shall not be allowed to 
surface onto the ground and shall not be discharged into or permitted to enter streams, surface waters, 
underground aquifers, ditches or drainage structures. 

(5) No building or premises shall be occupied, sub-let or leased unless provided with an approved sewage 
disposal system. 

(6) Total waste flow from any one establishment, whether a single structure or group of structures, shall be 
centrally collected for treatment and disposal. 

(7) Wastewater generated by industrial or commercial establishments shall not be discharged into an onsite 
sewage treatment and disposal system if the characteristics of the waste are such that it would cause 
malfunctioning of the onsite sewage treatment and disposal system and/or contamination. of the ground water. 
Wastewater from such establishments shall be treated and disposed of in accordance with the State of Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection requirements. 

(8) Treatment and disposal of the wastewater from a building or establishment shall be in compliance with Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection standards and rules when any one of the following conditions exist: 

(a) Sewage or wastewater contains industrial, toxic or hazardous waste. 
(b) An area is zoned for industrial or manufacturing use, or its equivalent, where there is a likelihood the 

system may be used for disposing of wastes which are not domestic wastes. 
(9) Any existing and previously approved system which remains in satisfactory operating condition shall remain 

valid for use under the terms of the rule and permit under which it was approved. If the use of a building is 
changed or if additions or alterations to a building are made which will increase sewage flow or change 
sewage characteristic, any onsite sewage treatment and disposal system serving such building shall be 
upgraded to comply with the provisions and requirements of Rule lOD-6, F.A.C. 

(10) Any onsite sewage treatment and disposal system used for disposal of domestic sewage, which is designed, 
constructed, installed, or modified after the effective date of this Rule shall conform to the minimum 
requirements and provisions of this Rule. Should an emergency or epidemic occur, the Department may 
approve temporary systems for waste disposal which may differ from stand.ards set forth in this Rule, as long 
as the Department supervises the operation of the temporary system. 

(11) Any existing onsite sewage treatment and disposal system installed under previous rules and regulations which 
becomes non-conforming with this Rule for conditions or purpose as approved and which has not been placed 
in use for a period of one year or more, shall be deemed unapproved and its use for such purpose prohibited. 
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(12) Whenever an approved sanitary sewer is made available under the conditions set forth in Section 8 (1) of this 
Rule, any onsite sewage treatment and disposal system shall be abandoned and the sewage wastes from the 
residences or building discharged to the sanitary sewer within 90 days thereafter. 

(13) When the use of an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system is discontinued, it shall be abandoned and 
its further use for any pUIJ>Ose prohibited. An abandoned septic tank shall be (a) pumped out, (b), the bottom 
suitably opened or ruptured so as to prevent the tank from retaining water, and (c) filled with clean sand or 
other suitable material, the actions being taken in the order listed. 

(14) It shall be the duty of the Department to conduct such technical inspections as are reasonable and necessary 
to determine compliance with the provisions of this Rule. 

SECTION 4. PERMIT, PERMIT CONDmONS AND APPROVALS 

(1) An onsite sewage treatment and disposal system shall not be installed, modified, abandoned or repaired until 
a valid permit has been obtained from the Department. Permits issued for new construction shall expire after 
eighteen months from the date of issuance if the system has not been installed. However, if building 
construction has commenced, the system construction permit shall be extended 90 days beyond the eighteen 
month date. Permits for system repairs shall be issued in accordance with Rule lOD-6, F.A.C. 

(2) If the Department determines that the disposal of certain wastes into the onsite sewage treatment and disposal 
system may interfere with the proper functioning of the system, the Department may specify on the permit 
those conditions that are appropriate for the proper functioning of the system. Upon request of the 
Department, the permit and conditions shall be recorded in the public records of Palm Beach County at the 
permittee's expense. 

(3) The onsite sewage treatment and disposal system shall not be used or covered with earth before it has passed 
an inspection by the Department and a notice of approval has been issued. Should the installer or general 
contractor fail to notify the Department prior to covering the system, the Department shall require that the 
system be uncovered for inspection. If the system is approved, the Department shall issue a notice of approval 
to the owner and, when appropriate, to the Building Department. A building or structure shall not be occupied 
until a notice of approval has been issued by the Department. System inspection requirements as specified 
in Rule lOD-6, F.A.C. shall be adhered to. 

SECTION 5. METHOD OF APPliCATION AND DATA REQUIRED ON APPLICATION FOR AN ONSITE 
SEWAGE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL SYSTEM FOR A SINGLE LOT OR PARCEL. 

(1) The application and supporting data required for approval of an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system 
for a single lot or parcel of property shall be submitted to the Department by the owner or his authorized 
representative, or a contractor licensed under Chapter 489., Florida Statutes. The completed application form 
shall be submitted together with the following: 

(a) A site plan of the property drawn to scale, showing the following: 
1. Property boundaries with dimensions. 
2. Easements. 
3. Location of all existing and proposed buildings. 
4. Location of all wells. 
5. Location and layout of treatment receptacle and drainfield. 
6. Unobstructed area available for the installation of the onsite sewage treatment and disposal system. 
7. Potable and non-potable water lines. 
8. Driveways. 
9. Parking areas. 
10. Walkways. 
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11. Swimming pools. 
12. Storm water drainage system. 
13. Surface water such as ponds, (existing or proposed}, lakes, streams, ditches, canals or wet areas. 
14. Location and elevation of soil profiles. 
15. Benchmark on or adjacent to the property. 
16. Location of wells, onsite sewage treatment and disposal facilities or other pertinent features on adjacent 

properties if the features are within 200 feet of the proposed onsite sewage treatment system or well. 
17. The site plan shall also indicate the presence of any marsh area, mangroves, cypress and wetland 

vegetation on the property or on adjacent properties. 
(b) For residences, a floor plan showing the number of bedrooms and the building area of each dwelling unit. 
(c) In cases where there is a drastic variation in the elevation of the lot, a topographical map of the property 

must be submitted. 
(d) At least two soil profiles delineating the textural classification and Munsell color of the native soil at the 

beginning and end of the soil absorption area to a minimum depth of 6 feet or refusal in accordance with 
USDA Soil Classification Methodology. 

(e) The existing water table elevation and the estimated wettest season water table elevation. 
(2) The owner shall be held responsible for all information supplied to the Department. The application and 

supporting data serve as the basis for the issuance of a construction permit. In the event of a change in any 
material fact given in the application which served as a basis for issuing a construction permit, the owner shall 
immediately file an amended application detailing such changed conditions. If the new conditions are in 
compliance with the standards in this Rule, the construction permit shall be amended. If the new conditions 
are not in compliance with the standards of this Rule, the permit shall be revoked. 

(3) The supporting data must be prepared by an engineer and land surveyor registered in the State of Florida, 
as specified in Rule 10D-6, F.A.C. The site plan must be prepared by a professional land surveyor registered 
in the state of Florida. The soil classification and system design shall be performed by a professional engineer 
registered in the state of Florida with training in soils. When fill soils are used, the Department may require 
that soils be classified by a certified soils engineering testing laboratory registered in the State of Florida. 

(4) If the application is for a lot that is exempt under Section 7(5) documentation shall be submitted to 
substantiate the existence of the lot prior to January 1, 1972. Documentation shall be: 

(a) A survey, map, plat or drawing prepared by a professional land surveyor licensed in the State of Florida, 
or 

(b) A survey, map, plat or drawing registered with the Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 
Division of Land Sales, or 

(c) A property tax receipt, or 
(d) A deed, or 
(e) An agreement for deed. 

SECTION 6. METHOD OF APPLICATION AND DATA REQUIRED ON APPLICATION FOR ONSITE 
SEWAGE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL SYSTEMS FOR A SUBDIVISION. 

(1) The application and supporting data required for approval of the use of onsite sewage treatment and disposal 
systems for a subdivision shall be submitted to the Department by the owner or his authorized representative. 
The supporting data must be prepared by a licensed surveyor or engineer, as appropriate, and shall include: 

(a) A plan of the subdivision clearly drawn to scale, showing lot and block arrangements, lot dimensions with 
all lots numbered and net area of each lot. 

(b) A topographical map with contour interval to indicate surface configurations, including slopes, streams, 
or water courses, bodies of water, low, wet, or marshy land and lots on which any fill is to 'be made. 
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(c) A general site location map for reference identification of the area. 
(d) The proposed drainage plans certified by the preparer as being in compliance with existing district drainage 

plans as approved by the local drainage authority, Palm Beach County Engineering Department and the 
South Florida Water Management District, as applicable. 

(e) South Florida Water Management District staff report and ·permit for the proposed drainage system, if 
applicable. 

(t) The natural soil profile delineating soil classification to a depth of 6 feet or refusal for a representative 
number of test sites for at least 10% of the number of lots, for which the mini~um information provided 
is the upper and lower horizon boundaries. Munsell color of the horizon and its components and USDS 
soil texture; using USDA Soil Classification methodology as described in chapter 3 of the Soil Survey 
Manual, United States Department of Agriculture, Handbook No. 18, October 1993, herein incorporated 
by reference. Where the replacement of severely limited soil is proposed, soil profiles shall be performed 
to a minimum depth of 6 feet or to the depth of the slightly or moderately limited soil layer lying below 
the replaced layer, whichever is greater. 

(g) Water table elevations as existing and for the wettest season, based on M.S.L. datum. 
(h) All dedicated right-of-way or recorded easements proposed for use in the installation of onsite sewage 

treatment and disposal or water system. 
(i) Proposed sewer utility easements and rights-of-way shall be included on the subdivision. 
(j) If private wells are to be used, submit evidence to the Department that the groundwater is of satisfactory 

quality and is not threatened by a source of contamination. 

SECTION 7. STANDARDS FOR APPROVAL OF AN ONSITE SEWAGE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL 
SYSTEM. 

In considering applications for permitting construction of an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system, the 
Department shall be governed by the following standards except for special provisions set forth in Sections 7(5), 
and 7(7): 

(1) The lot, unless exempt under Section 7(5) shall have a minimum net usable land area of: 
(a) 1h acre if the water supply is by means of a community well. 
(b) 1 acre if the water supply is by means of an onsite well. 

(2) The drainfield invert shall be a minimum of 30 inches above the wettest season water table elevation. 
(3) Systems shall be placed no closer than the minimum distances required under Rule 10D-6, F.A.C. except for 

lots addressed under Section 7(7): 
(4) Suitable, unobstructed land shall be available for the installation and proper functioning of drainfields as 

required under Rule 10D-6, F.A.C. 
(5) Parcels or tracts of land for which documentation has been submitted in accordance with Section 5(4) to 

sul>stantiate existence prior to January 1, 1972 shall be exempt from the lot size requirements of Section (1) 
as long as a zoning special exception has not been granted or a change in zoning has not been made; 
provided, however, that neither a zoning change which does not increase the permitted residential density of 
units on the p~els or tracts nor a zoning change initiated by action of Palm Beach County shall be deemed 
to divest the parcels or tracts of the exemption provided hereby. 

(6) The following additional restrictions apply to onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems that are proposed 
within the 210 day travel time contour of an existing or proposed wellfield. These restrictions apply to 
requests for permits on individual lots, existing subdivisions and new subdivisions. (The zones of influence 
are indicated on the Palm Beach County Wellfield protection maps). 

TRAVEL TIME (Days) MAXIMUM SEWAGE LOADING 
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Less than or equal to 30. (Zone one) 
Greater than 30, but less than 
or equal to 210. (Zone two) 

(Gallons/acre/day) 
350 

600 

(7) The following standards shall apply when the soil profile, as required under Section 5 (1) (d) of this Rule, 
shows the presence of hardpan or bedrock or of soils classified as sandy clay loam, clay loam, silty clay 
loam, sandy clay, silty clay, clay and organic soils. The Palm Beach County Soil Survey prepared by the 
United States Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service or other available data may be used by 
the Department to determine the presence of the above noted soils. 

(a) The maximum sewage loading shall not exceed 450 gallons per acre per day. 
(b) The onsite sewage disposal system shall be placed no closer than the minimum distances indicated for the 

following: 
1. 100 feet from private and limited use wells. 
2. 200 feet from a non-community well. 
3. 500 feet from a community well. 
4. 75 feet from a non-potable water well. 
5. 100 feet from the high water line of lakes, streams, canals or other surface waters of overflow. 

(8) When an automatic dosing system is required in accordance with Rule 10D-6, F.A.C., two pumps shall be 
required for commercial use when the estimated establishment sewage flow exceeds 500 gallons per day and 
for multiple family residential use where three or more units are proposed. A placard on the dosing pump 
panel must be provided indicating the following: 

(a) Name and phone number of person to contact in case of emergency. 
(b) Name and phone number. of septic taDk company to call for pumpout in case of overflow. 

SECTION 8. CONDmONS UNDER WHICH ONSITE SEWAGE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL 
SYSTEMS SHALL NOT BE APPROVED. 

An onsite sewage treatment and disposal system shall not be approved: 
(1) Where an existing sanitary sewer is available. A municipal or investor-owned sewerage system shall be 

deemed available for. connection if the following conditions exist: 
The system is not under a Department of Environmental Protection moratorium, and the sewerage 
system has adequate hydraulic capacity to accept the quantity of sewage to be generated by the 
proposed establishment; and the existing sewer line is within the following distance from the property: 

(a) For estimated sewage flows of 600 or fewer gallons per day, if a sewer line exists in a public easement 
or right-of-way which abuts the property or is within 100 feet of the property and if gravity flow can be 
maintained from the building drain to the sewer line. 

(b) For estimated sewage flows exceeding 600 gallons per day to 1,200 gallons per day, if a sewer line, 
gravity or force main exists in a public easement or right-of-way which is within 100 feet of the property. 

(c) For estimated sewage flows greater than 1,200 gallons per day to 2,500 gallons per day, if a sewer line, 
gravity or force main exists in a public easement or right-of-way which is within 500 feet of the property. 

(d) For estimated sewage flows greater than 2,500 gallons per day to 5,000 gallons per day, if a sewer line( 
gravity or force main) exists in a public easement or right-of-way which is within 1,000 feet of the 
property. 

(2) Where the property is located in an area that is subject to frequent flooding. 
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(3) For lots in a subdivision where the approved drainage has not been constructed in accordance with the 
requirements of the South Florida Management District and/or the Palm Beach County Engineering 
Department. 

(4) For treatment and disposal of industrial hazardous or toxic wastes. 
(5) For commercial establishments where food is processed, handled, prepared or served. This restriction does 

not apply to retail or prepackaged food stores and to convenience stores where food service is limited to 
coffee, soft drinks and hot dogs. 

SECTION 9. HANDLING OF SEPT AGE 

Collection, treatment and disposal of septage shall be in accordance with Rule lOD-6, Florida Administrative Code. 
No person(s) or corporation shall engage in the business of servicing septic tanks, grease traps, portable toilets or 
other treatment receptacles without first obtaining an annual license from the Department. The issuance of the 
license would be based upon compliance with the provisions of Rule lOD-6, Florida Administrative Code. 

SECTION 10. PROHIBmONS 

(1) It is prohibited for any person to construct, keep, use or maintain a privy from which human waste is 
deposited on the surface of the ground or over waters of the State. 

(2) No person shall manufacture, sell or install an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system unless in 
compliance with the requirements of this Rule. 

(3) It is prohibited to drain sewage wastes or septic tank effluent into cesspools or drywells as means of disposal. 
(4) Organic chemical solvents shall not be advertised, sold or used in the county for the purpose of degreasing 

or declogging onsite sewage disposal systems. 

SECTION 11. INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE OF RULE 10D-6, FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE 
CODE 

Rule lOD-6, Florida Administrative Code as may be amended from time to time and all amendments hereto, is 
hereby incorporated by reference including, but not limited to, application and permitting procedures, systems design 
and construction standards, system sizing, system setback requirements, septage disposal, system maintenance and 
fee schedule unless higher in county fee ordinance. In the event of a conflict between the provision of Rule lOD-6 
and this Rule, the more restrictive provision shall apply. 

SECTION 12. ENVIRONMENTAL APPEAL BOARD 

(1) The Environmental Appeal Board, which was established by the Environmental Control Board on May 26, 
1987, to hear appeals from certain requirements, interpretations or determinations of this Rule made by the 
Palm Beach County Health Department or the Environmental Control Officer shall continue to hear appeals. 
The members of the Environmental Appeal Board shall have the following qualifications and terms of office: 

(a) Members shall be residents of Palm Beach County and shall serve three year terms. However, the first 
term of the water resource professional and the drinking water engineer shall be for two years, but said 
terms shall be for three years thereafter. 

(b) The membership shall be as follows: 
1. A professional engineer, nominated by the American Society of Civil Engineers, Palm Beach Branch. 
2. A water resource professional employed by the South Florida Management District. 
3. A drinking water engineer employed by the Department of Environmental Protection. 
4. A person nominated by the Home Builders and Contractors Association. 
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5. A citizen not holding elective office. However, after the citizen has served one term, the citizen shall be 
replaced by an attorney nominated by the Palm Beach County Bar Association. 

(c) The members of the Environmental Appeal Board shall elect a chairman. The presence of three or more 
members shall constitute a quorum of the Environmental Appeal Board. A majority vote of the 
membership shall be necessary to take any action. Members shall serve without compensation. 

(d) Conduct of hearing: 
1. Hearings may be called by the chairman or by written notice signed by at least three members of the 

Environmental Appeal Board. At any hearing, the Environmental Appeal Board may set a future hearing 
date. 

2. Minutes shall be kept of all hearings. The Environmental Appeal Board shall keep accurate records of its 
public hearings, which shall be filed, together with its minutes, in the Environmental Control Office. 

(e) The Environmental Control Board shall provide adequate and competent clerical and administrative 
personnel as may be required by the Environmental Appeal Board for the proper performance of its duties. 

SECTION 13. APPEALS 

(1) Persons aggrieved by a requirement, interpretation or determination of this Rule made by the Palm Beach 
County Public Health Unit or the Environmental Control officer may appeal to the Environmental Appeal 
Board by filing a written notice of appeal, with the Environmental Control Officer within 30 days from the 
determination to be appealed. The notice shall be accompanied by a certified check or money order, made 
payable to the Palm Beach County Public Health Unit to defray the cost of processing and administering the 
appeal. The fee for filing the appeal shall be non-refundable and in the following amounts: 

(a) $100.00 for a single family residence 
(b) $125.00 for all others, including, but not limited to, multiple family, commercial or subdivisions. 

However, no appeal shall be filed which requests relief from the construction standards required under Rule 10-D-6, 
F.A.C. 
(2) Each notice of appeal shall state the factual basis for the appeal and the relief requested. There shall be 

attached to each notice supportive materials and documents, including the information listed in Exhibits I or 
II, if applicable to the appeal. The Environmental Appeal Board may require such additional information as 
it deems necessary. A separate notice of appeal must be filed for each site or system considered for an appeal. 
Required supporting documentation for the appeal must be filed with the Department of Environmental 
Control Office with the notice of appeal. The burden of presenting supportive facts in the notice of appeal 
shall be the responsibility of the person filing the appeal. The person filing the appeal shall have the burden 
of proving that he/she is entitled to relief. The Department and/or the Environmental Control Officer shall 
defend all appeals before the Environmental Appeal Board. 

(3) The person filing the appeal shall also submit to the Environmental Control Officer a list of the names and 
addresses of every property owner who may be affected by the granting of the appeal in the following cases: 

(a) The proposed onsite sewage treatment and disposal system fails to meet the minimum distance required 
between the system and a well, as provided by this Rule; or 

(b) The proposed onsite sewage treatment and disposal system is within 5 feet of a neighboring lot; or 
(c) The proposed onsite sewage treatment and disposal system is within 50 feet of a water body on a 

neighboring lot. 
(4) A hearing on the appeal shall be set within sixty (60) days of receipt of the notice of appeal by the 

Environmental Control Officer. This provision does not mean that the applicant is entitled to a hearing on the 
first available agenda following receipt of the notice of appeal. 

(5) Formal rules of evidence shall not apply, but fundamental due process shall be observed and shall govern the 
proceedings. All testimony shall be under oath. Irrelevant, immaterial or unduly repetitious evidence shall 
be excluded; but all other evidence of a type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent persons shall be 
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admissible, whether or not such evidence would be admissible in the trial courts of Florida. Hearsay evidence 
may be used for the purpose of supplementing or explaining other evidence, but it shall not be sufficient in 
itself to support a fmding unless it would be admissible over objection in civil actions. 

(6) The parties shall have the following rights: to be represented by counsel; to call and examine witnesses; to 
introduce exhibits; to cross-examine witnesses on any relevant matter, even though the matter was not covered 
in direct examination; and to rebut evidence. 

(7) The Environmental Appeal Board shall hear and consider all facts material to the appeal and shall issue 
findings of fact based upon the greater weight of the evidence and shall issue an order affording the proper 
relief consistent with the powers granted herein. The fmdings and order shall be by motion approved by a 
majority of those members present and voting. 

(8) In order to grant an appeal authorizing a sewage treatment and disposal system on a single lot, the 
Environmental Appeal Board must fmd that: 

(a) because of special factors, which may include economic factors, the applicant is unable to comply with 
this Rule and 

(b) the onsite sewage treatment and disposal system complies with current construction standards; and 
(c) The granting of the appeal is the minimum alternative that will make possible the reasonable use of the 

land, structure or building; and 
(d) The granting of the appeal is consistent with the general intent, purpose and requirements of Palm Beach 

County laws and ordinances; and 
(e) The grant of the appeal will not be injurious to the area involved or to the public health and general 

welfare. 
(9) In order to grant an appeal authorizing onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems in subdivisions 

containing lots smaller than those required under this Rule, the Environmental Appeal Board must additionally 
fmd: 

(a) That for a proposed subdivision to be served by individual private wells, each lot has at least 1h acre, with 
a minimum dimension of 100 feet and that said subdivision contains no more than 50 lots; or that for the 
proposed subdivision to be served by a public water system, each lot has at least 113 acre with a minimum 
dimension of 75 feet and that said subdivision contains no more than 100 lots; and 

(b) That satisfactory ground water can be obtained if an individual private well is to be used; and 
(c) That all distance and setbacks, soil conditions, water table elevations and other related requirements of this 

Rule and Rule lOD-6, Florida Administrative Code, are met; and 
(d) That the proposed subdivision does not represent sequential development of contiguous subdivisions, the 

purpose of which is to avoid the requirements of Section 13 (9) (a) of this Rule; and 
(e) That a municipal, county or investor-owned public sewerage system is not available contiguous to the 

proposed subdivision or within IA mile thereof with public right-of-way accessibility; and 
(f) That the proposed plat contains notification that the lots must be connected to a municipal, county or 

investor-owned water supply and/or sewerage system within ninety (90) days from the date such system 
becomes available; and 

(g) That the proposed density of the subdivision is consistent with the density recommended in the Land Use 
Plan of Palm Beach County or in the Land Use Plan of the appropriate municipality; and 

(h) That the developer has made every reasonable effort to obtain public water and sewer; and 
(i) That dry water and/or sewer lines are to be installed by the developer and that the developer will establish 

an escrow account to pay for the cost of connection when water and/or sewer becomes available, or that 
the installation of the same is not feasible from a technical or economic standpoint; and 

G) That onsite, water and/or sewage treatment facilities are not feasible from a technical or economic 
standpoint; and 

(k) That the proposed development will consist of no more than one single family residence per lot; and 
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(l) That land uses surrounding and adjacent to the proposed subdivision and soil qualities of the area do not 
indicate that the area's health is endangered by an inordinate proliferation of septic tanks. 

(10) Provided that the factual findings specified in subsection (8) or (9) are made, the Environmental Appeal Board 
may reverse, modify or affirm, wholly or partly, the requirement,. interpretation or determination made by 
the Palm Beach County Public Health Unit or the Environmental Control Officer. In granting an appeal, the 
Environmental Appeal Board may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards consistent with this Rule. 
Violation of such conditions and safeguards, when made a part of the terms under which the appeal is 
granted, shall be deemed a violation of this Rule. The Environmental Appeal Board may also prescribe a 
reasonable time within which the action for which the appeal is granted shall be started or completed or both. 
Any decision of the Environmental Appeal Board shall be in the form of written order. 

(11) If there is a change in facts or circumstances supporting a request for relief after an order granting relief has 
been issued, then the applicant shall notify the Department. The Department may request the Environmental 
Appeal Board to revoke or amend the order. 

(12) Except where the relief granted is to exempt an applicant from the requirement to connect to a sanitary sewer 
under Section 8 (1), any relief granted shall automatically terminate upon the availability of sewer service to 
the lot or parcel. Unless otherwise provided in an order issued pursuant to Section 13 (10), relief granted 
under this Rule shall automatically lapse if action for which the appeal was granted has not been initiated 
within one (1) year from the date of granting such appeal by the Environmental Appeal Board or, if judicial 
proceedings to review the Environmental Appeal Board's decision shall be instituted, from the date of entry 
of the fmal order in such proceedings, including all appeals. 

(13) The decision.of the Environmental Appeal Board shall be final administrative action. Any party or interested 
person may appeal a decision of the Environmental Appeal Board to the Circuit Court of Palm Beach County. 
Such appeal shall be filed within 30 days of the execution of the Environmental Appeal Board's order. 

SECTION 14. VIOLATIONS, ENFORCEMENT PENALTIES, INSPECTIONS. 

(1) Violations, Enforcement and Penalties. It is unlawful for any person to violate any provisions of this Rule 
or any duly constituted order of the Palm Beach County Environmental Control Hearing Board enforcing this 
Rule. Such violations shall be punished according to the provisions of Chapter 77-616, Special acts, Laws 
of Florida, as amended from time to time. 

(2) Inspections.It shall be the duty of the County Health Director or his authorized representative to conduct 
such inspections as are reasonable and necessary to determine compliance with the provisions of this Rule. 

SECTION 15. JUDICIAL REVIEW. 

Any person aggrieved by an action or decision of the Palm Beach County Environmental Appeal Board may seek 
judicial review in the Circuit Court for Palm Beach County. 

SECTION 16. APPLICATION. 

This Rule shall apply to all the incorporated and unincorporated areas of Palm Beach County, Florida. 
[Ord. No. 96-28] 
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ECRI 
Exhibit I 

Sec. 16.1 ECR RULE I 

INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR AN APPEAL FOR AN INDIVIDUAL LOT 

Eight copies of the following information prepared by an engineer or land surveyor registered in the State of 
Florida must be submitted with the notice of appeal: 

I. Floor Plan 

II. A site plan drawn to scale showing: 
A) Boundaries with dimensions 
B) Elevations or slope of land 
C) Location of building(s) 
D) Location and layout of septic tank 
E) Location and layout of drainfield 
F) Location of potable water supply lines 
G) Location of well 
H) Location of public sewers 
I) Location and elevation of percolation test 
J) Location of septic tank, drainfield and well on adjacent properties (sides, front and rear) 
K) Location of driveways, parking and walkways 
L) Benchmark on or adjacent or property 

III. The site plan must indicate the following (related to th~ system): 

A) Distance from private well 
B) Distance from public well 
C) Distance of septic tank and drainfield from building 
D) Distance of septic tank and drainfield from property line 
E) Distance from water supply lines 
F) Distance to high water line of lakes, canals, streams, etc. 

IV. Two soil proftles to six feet (in drainfield area) indicating the soil classification and showing the existing 
water table and the estimated wettest season water table. 

This space intentionally left blank. 
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SEC. 16.2 DRINKING WATER SUPPLY SYSTEMS- (ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL RULE m 

SECTION 1. TITLE 

This rule shall be designated as "Palm Beach County Environmental Control Rule II- Drinking Water Supply 
Systems." 

SECTION 2. PURPOSE 

The provisions of this Rule prescribe the minimum standards for the design, construction, installation and 
operation of all water supply systems from which water is used for human consumption, culinary, sanitary, 
domestic, or other purposes. 

SECTION 3. DEF1NITIONS 

(1) "Adequate Protection by Treatment" means any one or any combination of the controlled processes of 
coagulation, sedimentation, absorption, filtration, or other processes in addition to disinfection which produces 
water consistently meeting the requirements of this Rule including processes which are appropriate to the 
source of supply. 

(2) "Approved Source," when used in reference to bottled water, means a source, whether it be from a spring, 
artesian well, drilled well, municipal water supply or any other source, that has been inspected and the water 
sampled, analyzed, and found to be of a safe and sanitary quality in accordance with provisions of the Rule . 

. (3) "Bottled Water" means water that is sealed in a container or package and is offered for sale for human 
consumption or other uses. 

(4) "Bottled Water Plant" means any place or establishment in which bottled water is prepared for sale. 
(5) "Community Water System" means a water system which serves at least 15 service connections used by 

year-round residents or which serves at least 25 year round residents. 
(6) "Confluent Growth" means a continuous bacterial growth covering the entire filtration area of a membrane 

filter used for coliform detection, or a portion thereof, in which bacterial colonies are not discrete. 
(7) "Consecutive Water System" means a water supply system which serves at least 15 service connections used 

by year-round residents or which serves at least 25 year round residents which receives its water from a 
community water system. 

(8) "Contaminant" means any physical, chemical biological or radiological substance or matter in water. 
(9) "Cross-Connection" means any physical arrangement whereby any drinking water supply is connected, 

directly or indirectly, with any other supply system, sewer, drain, conduit, pool, storage reservoir, plumbing 
fixture, or other device which contains or may contain contaminated water, sewage or other waste or liquid 
of unknown or unsafe quality which may be capable of imparting contamination to the drinking water supply 
as the result of backflow. Bypass arrangements, jumper connections, removable sections, swivel or 
changeable devices and other temporary or permanent devices through which or because of which backflow 
could occur are considered to be cross-connections. 

(10) "Department" means the Palm Beach County Public Health Unit. 
(11) "Environmental Appeal Board" is the five (5) member Board appointed by the Environmental Control Board 

to hear appeals under this Rule. 
(12) "Environmental Control Board "is the Board consisting of the seven (7) members of the Board of County 

Commissioners, which adopts, reviews and amends ordinances and rules under Chapter 77-616, Special Acts, 
Laws of Florida, as amended. 
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(13) "Environmental Control Hearing Board "is the five (5) member Board appointed by the Environmental 
Control Board, pursuant to Chapter 77-616, Special Acts, Laws of Florida, as amended, to conduct hearings 
on alleged violations of this Rule. 

(14) "Environmental Control Officer" is the attomey(s) appointed by the Environmental Control Board under 
Chapter 77-616, Special Acts, Laws of Florida, as amended. 

(15) "Ground Water" is a source of water existing below the surface of the ground and not exposed to the 
atmosphere. 

(16) "Health Threat" means any condition, device or practice in a water supply system or its operation which 
creates or may create an imminent or substantial danger to the health and well-being of the water consumer. 

(17) "Limited Use Public Water Systems" means a public water supply system not covered or included in the 
Florida Safe Drinking Water Act, which is further defmed as either: 

(a) "Limited Use Commercial Public Water Supply System" serves one or more non-residential establishments 
and provides piped potable water or, 

(b) "Limited Use Community Public Water Supply System" serves five or more private residents or two or 
more rental residences and provides piped potable water. 

(18) "Maximum Contaminant Level" means the maximum permissible level of a contaminant in water which is 
delivered to any user of a water supply system. 

(19) "Maximum Day" means the highest day of water consumption within any 24 hour period from midnight to 
midnight excluding fire flow. 

(20) "Non-Community Water System" means a water system for provision of piped water under pressure for 
human consumption, culinary, sanitary or domestic purposes that serves at least 25 individuals daily at least 
60 days out of the year but is not a community water system. 

(21) "Non-transient non-community water system"means a water supply system for provision of piped water under 
pressure for human consumption, culinary, sanitary or domestic purposes that regularly serves at least 25 of 
the same persons over six (6) months per year but is not a community water system. 

(22) "Onsite sewage treatment and disposal system" means a septic tank system or other treatment system as 
defmed in Chapter lOD-6, F.A.C. 

(23) "Person" means any individual, corporation, company, association, partnership, state, subdivision of the 
state, municipality or federal agency. 

(24) "Private Water System" means a well, spring, cistern or other similar source of water and appurtenances 
of piped potable water for human consumption and other domestic purposes serving four or fewer non-rental 
residences. 

(25) "Sanitary Survey" means onsite review of the water source, facilities, equipment, operation and maintenance 
of a public water system to evaluate the adequacy of such source, facilities, equipment, operation and 
maintenance for producing and distributing safe drinking water. 

(26) "Supplier of water" means any person who owns or operates a water supply system. 
(27) "Surface Water" means a source of water existing above the surface of the ground and exposed to the 

atmosphere. 
(28) "Too Numerous to Count (TNTC)" means equal to or greater than 200 non-coliform bacteria per 100 ml of 

sample. 
(29) "Water Supply System" or "Water Supply Facility" or "Water System" or "Water Facility," means any or 

all works and auxiliaries for collection, treatment, storage and distribution of water from the source or 
sources of supply to the consumer or processing plants including ice-making vending machines, water vending 
machines and bottled water plants. 

(30) "Water Well," means any excavation that is drilled, cored, bored, washed, driven, dug, jetted or otherwise 
constructed when the intended use of such excavation is to conduct groundwater from a source bed to the 
surface by pumping or natur~ flow. 
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SECTION 4. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(1) A single water supply system shall be constructed for any new structure, lot or facility containing more than 
one building with common access parking. 

(2) All fees charged for the administration of this Rule shall be in accordance with the fee schedule pursuant to 
Ordinance No. 92-23 and the amendments thereto. 

(3) All buildings used or intended for human occupancy, employment or service to the public shall be provided 
with piped water under pressure from a water system which complies with the provisions of this Rule. Bottled 
water shall not be considered an acceptable substitute for such a water system. 

(4) Request for Department approval on zoning, site plan and subdivision matters for building permits shall be 
reviewed in light of this Rule. 

(5) This rule applies to both new and existing water systems unless the section states otherwise. 

SECTION 5. WATER QUALITY REQUIREMENTS 

The ultimate concern of a public drinking water program is the quality of piped water for human consumption when 
the water reaches the consumers. The following rules establish the maximum contaminant levels for the water within 
public water systems. Public water systems shall not exceed the maximum contaminant levels established. 

(1) "Primary Drinking Water Standards Maximum Contaminant Levels." These standards are as specified in 
Chapter 62-550 F.A.C. and lOD-4 F.A.C. as applicable. 

(2) Maximum contaminant levels for secondary inorganic contaminant. The maximum contaminant levels for 
secondary inorganic contaminants are applicable to community water systems only and are as specified in 
Chapter 62-550 F.A.C. 

SECTION 6. WATER MONITORING REQUIREMENTS 

(1) Microbiologicals and chlorine residual monitoring of water systems shall be provided by the supplier of water 
as specified in Chapter 62-550, F.A.C. or Chapter lOD-4 F.A.C., as applicable. 

(2) Primary inorganic chemicals monitoring on water systems shall be provided by the supplier of water as 
specified in Chapter 62-550 F.A.C. 

(3) Primary organic chemicals monitoring on water systems shall be provided by the supplier of water for 
community water systems as specified in Chapter 62-550 F.A.C. 

(4) Monitoring for physical contaminants shall be provided by the supplier of water for community and 
non-transient non-community water systems as specified in Chapter 62-550. 

(5) Monitoring for radionuclides shall be provided by the supplier of water for community water systems and 
non-transient non-community water supply systems as specified in Chapter 62-550 F.A.C. 

(6) Monitoring for secondary inorganic contaminants in community water systems shall be provided by the 
supplier of water as specified in Chapter 62-550 F.A.C. 

(7) Monitoring for trihalomethanes, volatile organics and synthetic organics shall be provided by the supplier of 
water for water systems as specified in Chapter 62-550 F.A.C. 

(8) Consecutive, community and non-transient non-community water systems shall provide microbiological and 
chlorine residual monitoring as specified in Chapter 62-550 F.A.C. 

(9) Community water systems shall monitor for volatile and synthetic organics including pesticides and herbicides 
as specified in Chapter 62-550 F.A.C. 
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(10) Community and non-transient non-community water systems shall monitor for the following from each raw 
water source or well semi-annually: 

Calcium, Ca 
Chloride, Cl 
Color 
Iron, Fe 
Nitrate, N03 
pH (Field) 
Total dissolved solids 
Conductivity 
Total hardness, as CaCo3 

SECTION 7. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

The Supplier of water of any community, non-community or non-transient non-community water supply system 
shall comply with the reporting requirements as specified in Chapter 62-550 F.A.C. 

SECTION 8. NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

(1) The supplier of water of any community, non-community or non-transient non-community water system shall 
comply with the notification requirements as defmed in Chapter 62-560, F.A.C. 

(2) If a limited use public water system fails to comply with an applicable maximum contaminant level or fails 
to comply with an applicable testing procedure, established in Section 6, the supplier of water shall give 
notice of such failure to the persons served by the system by fixed signs located at all potable water outlets 
or connections. 

(3) In case of breakdown in purification or protective equipment, breaks in main transmission lines, loss of water 
pressure below 20 p.s.i., abnormal taste or odor, change in treatment, or any interruption of water service 
to users, or any circumstances which could affect the quality of the drinking water, it shall be the duty of the 
water supplier to notify the Department within one (1) hour of the occurrence. Notification shall include the 
following information: 

a. Description of the problem 
b. Area affected 
c. Number of connections or users affected 
d. Estimated duration of problem 
e. Method of notification to users. 
Such information shall also be provided in writing on the monthly operation report. 

(4) If the water is shut off to the users and/or the water pressure falls below 20 p.s.i., notification shall be given 
immediately to the users either by written notice or through the media of newspaper, radio or television of 
the interruption of water service and/or the necessity to boil water. The notice to boil water shall remain in 
effect until two (2) consecutive days of satisfactory bacteriological sample results have been obtained from 
the area affected. Samples shall be taken twenty-four (24) hours apart. The department shall notify the water 
supplier when the boil water notice may be rescinded. 

(5) Where public fire protection is provided by the mains affected by the interruption, the utility water supplier 
shall notify the Fire Marshall or the appropriate Fire Department official that an interruption has occurred 
or will occur. 

SECTION 9. CONSTRUCTION AND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS 
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Design Criteria - Approval for construction, extension, expansion or use of any community or non-community 
non-transient non-community and limited use public water supply system shall be based on the criteria cited below, 
in Chapter 62-555 F.A.C. in addition to the design criteria specified in Chapter 62-22, F.A.C. and Chapter 40D-4, 
F.A.C. and the standards considered as modem sanitary engineering practices. 
Criteria in the references listed below are incorporated into this code. If any differences in design criteria exists, 
the more stringent standard shall be used. 

(1) Lead pipes, solder and flux are prohibited for use in the installation or repair of any drinking water system. 
This does not apply to leaded joints necessary for the repair of cast iron pipes. Solders and fluxes must 
contain not more than 0.2 percent lead and fittings not more than 8.0 percent lead. 

(2) A minimum of two (2) drinking water supply wells and pumps shall be provided for each community water 
system that will serve 350 or more persons upon completion of construction. 

(3) All water wells shall be constructed by a water well contractor licensed by the South Florida Water 
Management District in accordance with Chapter 62-21, F.A.C., Chapter 62-22, or Chapter 40E-3, F.A.C., 
as applicable. 

(4) All water wells to be used for drinking purposes except for private water system wells shall be constructed 
in accordance with Chapter 62-21 and Chapter 62-555 or Chapter lOD-4, F.A.C., as applicable. 

(5) Private water system wells shall be constructed in accordance with Chapter 40E-3, F.A.C., with the following 
additions: 
(a) Well head shall be at least 6 inches above finished grade level 
(b) Casing shall be surrounded at grade level by a two inch thick concrete pad extending at least six inches 

in all directions. 
(6) Water wells for purposes other than for the supply of drinking water shall be constructed in accordance with 

Chapter 40E-3, F.A.C. . 
(7) Whenever the pump is not set at the vertical casing, the line between the vertical casing and pump shall be 

considered an extension of the casing and protected from sanitary hazards in a similar manner as the casing. 
(8) For community, non-community and non-transient non-community water systems having on-site sewage 

disposal systems wells shall be located as specified in Chapter 62-555 F.A.C. 
(9) Limited use public wells shall be placed a minimum distance of 100 feet from any onsite sewage treatment 

and disposal system. 
(10) (a) Private water wells shall be placed a minimum distance of 75 feet from any onsite sewage treatment 

and disposal system or brine disposal area. 
(b) 50 feet from any non-drinking water well, pond, canal or other body of water. 
(c) 25 feet from poisoned soils, including but not limited to building foundations. 

(11) Community, non-community, non-transient non-community and limited use public water wells shall be located 
a minimum distance of: 
(a) 100 feet from other pollution sources, including but not limited to drainage wells, gasoline or other 

petroleum product under-ground storage tanks water softener brine disposal areas except as otherwise 
provided in the Palm Beach County Wellfield Protection Ordinance. 

(b) 100 feet from any non-drinking water well, pond, canal or other body of water unless justified in 
accordance with Chapter 62-555 F.A.C .. , but not less than 50 feet. 

(c) 25 feet from poisoned soils, including but not limited to building foundations. 
(d) 500 feet from any sanitary landfill or recognized hazardous or toxic waste site. 

(12) Distances shown in 8, 9, 10 and 11 above may be increased if required under Palm Beach County 
Environmental Control Rule I, Section 8 (7). 

(13) For limited use public and private water system wells, construction shall be in accordance with criteria 
specified in Chapter 10D-4 and 40E-3, F.A.C., as applicable. 
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(14) Any waste collection or transmission line within the defmed locations defmed in the Palm Beach County 
Wellfield Protection Ordinance shall be constructed in accordance with current American Water Works 
Association, water main standards, including the passing of the appropriate pressure and leakage tests. 

(15) Within thirty (30) days after the completion of the construction or repair of any drinking water well, the water 
well contractor shall submit a report to the Department on the approved forms in accordance with the 
instructions provided thereon. 

(16) Water supply system wells shall be enclosed within protective fencing when access is open to the general 
public. 

(17) The cone of influence of a new well or wells serving a community water supply system shall comply with 
the requirements of the Palm Beach County Wellfield Protection Ordinance. 

(18) All wells for which use has been permanently discontinued shall be plugged by filling them from the bottom 
to the top with neat cement grout, concrete or other method approved by the Department. 

(19) All existing community systems serving 350 or more persons and all newly proposed community systems shall 
be equipped with a source of auxiliary power to allow operation of the raw water supply, water treatment 
units and pumping capacity. In addition, such systems shall be provided with automatic start-up devices except 
where elevated storage or 24 hour per day, 7 day per week operation is provided. Such emergency power 
shall be of a sufficient capacity to operate the water supply facility at one-half design capacity. A minimum 
fuel supply for fourteen (14) days of continuous operation for each item of auxiliary power shall be 
maintained at the water treatment plant or under the control of the utility and reserved for the water treatment 
plant. Any fuel pumps required to transfer the fuel to the auxiliary power units shall be equipped with their 
own auxiliary power or manual pumping system. 

(20) All community, non-community, and non-transient non-community systems, including limited use public 
systems where applicable, shall maintain a minimum reserve supply of chlorine for emergency conditions. 
Such reserve shall be figured for fourteen: (14) days consumption for systems using gas chlorine and seven 
(7) days consumption for systems using hypochlorite solution. The consumption shall be based, as a minimum 
on 50% of design capacity. 

(21) Disinfection. 
(a)All water supplies shall be designed to maintain a minimum continuous and effective free chlorine residual 
within the acceptable range of 3.0 mgll maximum and 0.2 mg/1 minimum or equivalent disinfection if other 
than free chlorine is used as the disinfeCtion measure throughout the system. When utilizing chlorine in 
combination with ammonia, a minimum combined residual of 0.6 mg/1 shall be maintained. 
(b) Limited use public water systems- The Department shall require disinfection if bacteria is discovered in 
any sample of water and it is determined that there is an existing or potential health threat. 
(c) A minimum of two (2) chlorination facilities at the water treatment plant shall be provided for each 
community water system. Each chlorinator shall be of adequate capacity to supply the total demand of the 
raw water at the rated capacity of the treatment plant. Where more than two (2) chlorinators are available, 
adequate capacity to supply the total chlorine demand of the raw water shall be provided with the largest unit 
out of service. Disinfection other than chlorination will be considered on an individual basis by the 
Department. 
(d)Booster chlorination facilities shall be provided in the distribution systems of community water systems 
to maintain the disinfection requirements of (A) above to consecutive systems. 
(e) Consecutive systems shall be responsible for maintaining the disinfectant residual requirements of (A) 
above within the consecutive system. 

(22) Water Treatment Plant and Storage - The approved design capacity shall be adequate to provide for the 
maximum day demand plus fire flow requirements and maintain the water quality standards specified in this 
Rule. 

(23) Distribution. 
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(a) The sizing of the distribution lines shall be adequate to provide the following without the development 
of distribution pressures lower than twenty (20) pounds per square inch (20 psi). 

(i) maximum day demand plus fire flow. 
(b) Except for repair or replacement of existing lines, the size of new piping for any community system 

shall be no less than 6 inch diameter unless a departure in sizing is justified by hydraulic analysis or 
historic analysis and future water use for the area and is approved by Department based on such 
circumstances. 

(c) In metered distribution systems, the supplier of water shall be responsible for operation maintenance 
and repair of new water lines up to and including the water meter. 

(d) Any new development or construction connecting to an offsite water main shall provide an extension 
of that water main along the public right-of-way or utility easements abutting the property. 

(e) Fire hydrants shall be maintained by the owner in accordance with standards established by the 
"Standards of the American Water Works Association." If a fire hydrant is located downstream of a 
water meter, the meter shall be designed to provide an adequate flow without excessive pressure drop. 
Private fire hydrant owners shall be required to request a dedicated private fire line, separate from any 
drinking water line, where an excessive drop through a metered source exists. 

(t) The required fire flow from fire hydrants approved for installation prior to the effective date of this 
Rule shall be a minimum of 500 G.P.M. for two (2) hours. Those approved after the effective date of 
this Rule shall meet the following requirements: 

(i) Residential Sub-divisions. In one or two family dwellings not exceeding two stories in height, the 
system shall provide capability for fire flow of at least 500 gallons per minute. 

(ii) Family dwellings of 3 or more units, Commercial, institutional, or industrial sub-divisions, or other 
high daytime or nighttime population density developments; in new sub-divisions which include 
these developments, fire hydrants in the areas of such developments shall provide a minimum fire 
flow of 1,500 gallons per minute. However, a lower or higher flow may be required by the Fire 
Marshall or by the appropriate fire department official according to the Insurance Services Office 
recommendations. 

(iii) All systems shall have sufficient storage or other facilities so that the minimum fire flow will be 
maintained for at least four (4) hours or the current recommendations of the Insurance the Insurance 
Services Office, whichever is greater. 

(g) Dead end lines shall be minimized by the looping of all mains were possible. Where dead end lines 
occur, they shall be provided with flush hydrants, fire hydrants or blowoffs for flushing purposes. 

(h) When the distribution demand, as determined in A(i) above, reaches eighty (80) percent of approved 
design capacity the supplier of water shall initiate the procedures for water treatment plant expansion. 
In the event expansion procedures are not initiated, the system shall be considered inadequate for 
additional distribution expansion, and approval for additional distribution expansion shall not be granted 
unless otherwise justified by an engineering report covering the. circumstances and approved by the 
Department. 

(i) When the distribution demand, as determined in (20)A(i) above, reaches ninety percent (90%) of the 
approved design capacity, the supplier of water shall have the water treatment plant expansion under 
construction. In the event construction is not underway, the system shall be considered inadequate for 
additional distribution expansion and approval for additional distribution expansion shall not be granted 
unless otherwise justified by an engineering report covering the circumstances and approved by the 
Department. 

SECTION 10. CONNECTION REQUIRED 

(1) All existing buildings served by non-community, non-transient non-community and limited use water supply 
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systems or new limited use and private water supply systems shall connect to an approved community water 
system where such a system has an available water main within 100 feet in a public right-of-way or easement 
abutting the property on which the building(s) are located. Connection to an approved community water 
system shall not be required 
(a) If connection requires an extension of the main; or 
(b) If the main is located across four (4) or more lanes of paved roadway; or 
(c) If the utility is unable to provide water. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) above, if the Health Department qetermines that there is an 
existing or potential health threat on the property served by a non-community, non-transient non-community, 
or limited use public water system, then the connection shall be made as required under subsection (3), 
below. 

(3) Establishments or buildings that utilize a non-community, or non transient non-community water system and 
are being constructed, modified, expanded or changed in operation shall connect to an approved community 
water supply system when said system is available within 1,000 feet by existing right-of-way or easement to 
the property. Each foot of water crossing, paved roadway, or sidewalk shall be considered as two (2) feet; 
the proposed supply shall not be required to cross interstate highway or railroad systems. Property owners 
connecting to community water supply systems under this subsection shall be required to extend the water 
main along their public right-of-way utility easements which abut the property. 

SECTION 11. BACKFLOW PREVENTION 

The following buildings, establishments or facilities connected to a drinking water supply shall install and maintain 
backflow prevention devices complying with current American Water Works Association standards: nursing homes, 
hospitals, mortuaries, funeral parlors, restaurants, sewage treatment plants, sewage lift stations, public swimming 
pools and buildings using corrosive, toxic, infectious, radioactive or other substances which would be a health threat 
if they entered a drinking water supply. 

SECTION 12. PERMITS/APPROVALS 

(1) The department shall review and approve or deny any construction or use of any water supply system or 
facility based on the criteria specified in this Rule. Prior to submission to the Department, plans involving 
distribution mains shall be reviewed by the Fire Marshall or by the appropriate fire department official. 

(2) Construction Permits 
(a) No person shall install, extend or alter any water supply system or facility including any well, plant, 

tank, pump station, distribution system, fire line or other pipe or structures without first obtaining a 
construction permit from the Department. 

(b) Where required, applicants shall provide evidence of their ability to secure a consumptive use permit 
from the South Florida Water Management District; in addition evidence of proper zoning is required 
prior to Department approval. 

(c) The applicant shall provide the necessary information and design specifications requested and required 
by the Department to conduct an adequate review of any proposed activity or construction in addition 
to that information provided on the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) or Department 
(HRS) (PBCPHU) application forms. The plans, applications and specifications for community, 
non-community, or non-transient non-community water wells and water systems except limited· use 
public, private and non-drinking use water wells shall be prepared by a professional engineer, licensed 
in the State of Florida. 

(d) Any submittal for community water systems, for which the supplier of water is not the applicant but 
will require ownership, operation or maintenance by the supplier of water, shall require the acceptance 
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stamp of the supplier of water on the plans. 
(e) A permit shall not be required for distribution extensions or services connections of less than 400 feet 

of 1 inch pipe, 200 feet of 2 inch pipe 100 feet of 4 inch or larger pipe, or road crossing with less than 
4 inch pipe when system capacity is adequate as specified in Section 9. 

(0 Any extension of a distribution system within Palm Beach County for which the water supply facility 
is not located within Palm Beach County, or distribution extension outside Palm Beach County when 
the water supply facility is located within Palm Beach County, shall require a permit from the 
Department and written acceptance of the project from the responsible agency outside the County. 
During construction partial releases may be given by the Department. However, the pressure and 
leakage test and the disinfection and bacteriological procedures shall be followed in all cases. 

(3) Approval for use. 
(a) No person shall put into service or use any drinking water system or facility, including any well, plant, 

tank, pump station, distribution system, fire line or other pipes or structure without first having 
received written approval from the Department. 

(b) Upon completion of construction of the water well or water system, the following information shall be 
submitted to the Department in order to obtain an approval for use: 

(i) For water wells, a well completion report prepared by a licensed water well contractor, 
(ii) For water systems a certification of completion and record drawings (sampling points shall be 

highlighted) prepared by the Engineer of Record. 
(iii) Chemical and bacteriological sample results as required by this rule. 

(c) The certification of Completion for the water system or facility shall include certification of any 
accompanying sewerage system and evidence of the acceptance of the system or facility by the supplier 
of water. 

(d) Uses of construction meters for construction water may be approved by the Department in cases when 
accompanying sewer has not been certified if the Department determines the water system or facility 
has been satisfactorily tested and certified by the engineer of record. 

(e) The Water Well Completion Report shall be submitted to the Department within 30 days of the 
completion of construction or repair of the water well. 

(0 The connection of new water mains to existing mains shall not be completed until after the new mains 
have passed their pressure and leakage tests and completed the disinfection and bacteriological clearance 
procedures. During construction partial releases may be given by the Department. However, the 
pressure and leakage tests and the disinfection and bacteriological procedures shall be followed in all 
cases. No water supply system or facility, including any well, plant, tank, pump station, distribution 
system, or other pipes, equipment or structure through which water is delivered to the consumer for 
drinking or household purposes, except certain community water supply service connections not 
requiring a permit, shall be put into service or used until such facility has been effectively disinfected 
and bacteriologically cleared. Sample results shall be submitted to the Department as follows: 

(i) For all water systems, except wells, two (2) acceptable consecutive daily samples shall be required. 
(ii) For a community, non-community, or non-transient non-community well clearance, a minimum of 

twenty (20) consecutive workday acceptable samples are required with no more than two (2) samples 
taken daily. Samples shall be taken at least 6 hours apart. 

(iii) For a limited use public water well clearance, a minimum of ten (10) acceptable samples are 
required. The collection and analysis of two samples per day for five (5) days is permitted if the 
samples are taken a minimum of six (6) hours apart and the well is purged for fifteen (15) minutes 
before each sample is taken. 

(iv) For a private water well clearance, one acceptable sample shall be taken. 
(v) Any sample analysis with confluent and/or too numerous to count (TNTC) non-coliform counts shall 

not be accepted. 
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(vi) Sample results from any water supply facility or well shall not be accepted if more than 30 days has 
elapsed since the taking of the last sample. 

SECTION 13. SAMPLING/ANALYTICAL METHODS 

(1) All water samples required under this Rule for community, non-community, and non-transient 
non-community, water systems, including community water well and water main clearance shall be taken by 
an employee of a laboratory certified to perform drinking water analysis by the Department of Health and 
Rehabilitative Services in accordance with Section 403.863 Florida Statutes, and Chapter lOD-41, Florida 
Administrative Code, or an operator certified under Chapter 61E.12 F.A.C., or an employee of the 
Department. Water samples for other public and private water well clearance shall be taken by the licensed 
well contractor that installed the well. 

(2) All water samples shall be analyzed by a laboratory certified to perform drinking water analyses by the 
Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services in accordance with Section 403.863, Florida Statutes, and 
Chapter 10D-41, Florida Administrative Code. 

(3) Analyses conducted to determine compliance with this Rule shall be made in accordance first with the 
methods specified in Chapter 62-550, F.A.C., and if not specified then in accordance with "Standard Methods 
of Examination of Water and Wastewater," latest Edition, or methods approved by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

SECTION 14. OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 

The following operation and maintenance requirements shall apply to community, non-community and non-transient 
non-community water systems except for only paragraphs (1), (4), (5) (6), (7) and (9) shall also apply when 
applicable to limited use public water systems: 

(1) The supplier of water shall maintain all items of the water supply facility in the approved operational 
condition. 

(2) The supplier of water shall provide a certified operator as specified in Chapter 62-699, 602, F.A.C. as it may 
be amended or transferred. 

(3) The certified operator servicing water systems shall maintain an on-site log of maintenance performed, date 
performed and problems encountered with the system. 

(4) The supplier of water shall operate the water supply facility to maintain continuously the free available 
chlorine residual or equivalent disinfection between 3.0 mg/1 and 0.2 mg/1 throughout the distribution system, 
and the total chlorine residual no greater than 5.0 mg/1. When utilizing chlorine in combination with 
ammonia, a minimum combined residual 0.6 mg/1 shall be maintained. 

(5) The supplier of water shall operate the water supply facility to produce continuously water meeting the 
pressure quality requirements of this Rule. 

(6) The supplier of water shall not make any change in treatment or alter, discontinue or by-pass an purification 
process or protective provisions without securing prior approval from the Department. 

(7) Cross-connection to any water supply system is prohibited. Upon detection of a cross-connection, the supplier 
of water shall either eliminate the cross-connection by installation of an approved backflow prevention device 
or discontinue service by providing a physical separation. 

(8) The supplier of water shall establish a routine cross-connection control program and keep a maintenance log 
on each backflow prevention device connected to its system. Inspection, testing and maintenance on each 
backflow prevention device shall be performed by a certified backflow prevention device tester, certified 
under a State of Florida approved program. The frequency of testing shall be minimum of once per year or 
other schedule recommended by the manufacturer and approved by the Department. 
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(9) The supplier of water shall establish a routine testing and maintenance program on each fire hydrant 
connected to its system. The frequency of testing shall be a minimum of once per year or other schedule 
recommended by the manufacturer and approved by the Department. 

(10) Any planned water outages shall be scheduled by the water supplier during periods of low water usage. 
(11) The supplier of water shall operate for at least fifteen (15) minutes all emergency power units at least once 

per week to ensure starting capabilities and continuously for four (4) hours under load once each calendar 
quarter to ensure dependability. 

(12) The supplier of water shall conduct the necessary flushing program to remove lime, sand or other 
objectionable sediments, matter or material from its water system. 

(13) Each community, non-transient and non-community water system shall maintain a distribution map showing 
the general locations of the water lines and sizes, valves, fire hydrants, flush hydrants and any 
inter-connections. The scale of the distribution map shall be between 200 and 1,000 feet per inch or other 
scale acceptable to the Department. A microfilm quality copy of the current edition of this map shall be 
submitted to the Department by February 28, of each even numbered year. The Department may waive the 
submittal requirements for any water supply in which no significant change has taken place within the 
distribution system. 

SECTION 15. EMERGENCY OPERATION REQUIREMENTS 

(1) Where two (2) community water supply systems have distribution or transmission lines within 1 ,000 feet of 
each other, they shall provide an emergency interconnection between the tw() systems when the Department 
determines that such a connection would be of benefit to the citizens of Palm Beach County. Such 
determination shall be based on the possibility of destruction of the water source or treatment system in the 
event of a disaster and the possible benefits in moving water between the systems. Such inter-connecting lines 
shall be no smaller than the smallest of the two (2) lines being inter-connected and shall be provided with at 
least one valve and any necessary flush points. If the two· water suppliers are unable to reach an agreement 
on the payment for installation of such an interconnection, each supplier shall pay the cost of construction 
from the supplier's line to the point of connection and shall pay 50% of the cost of a meter and meter box 
if either party desires a meter and meter box. The point of connection shall be at the following: 
(a) Municipal limits or franchise boundaries if the supplier's limits or boundaries are adjacent and 

contiguous. 
(b) The midpoint of the municipal limits or franchise boundaries if the limits or boundaries are not adjacent 

and contiguous. 
The interconnection shall be completed within one (1) year after the Department notifies the systems involved. 
(2) Any consecutive or community water system may be required to provide a flush or fire hydrant, water tap 

or other provision for securing an emergency water service from an existing main at a location that the 
Department determines would be of benefit to the citizens of the area. Such determination shall be based in 
part on the possibility of a prolonged power outage or other disaster which would render individual wells in 
the area unusable. Other considerations will include the density of individual wells in the area and the distance 
of the nearest possible potable water supply during an emergency. Such water taps shall be constructed within 
120 days of notification by the Department. It shall be the responsibility of Palm Beach County to secure an 
agreement with the community water system for use of that emergency water service. 

SECTION 16. ADOPTION OF CHAPI'ERS of FLORIDA ADMINIS1RATIVE CODE 

Chapters 62, 550, 551, 555, 560, 602, 699, 40E-3 lOD-6 and lOD-4, Florida Administrative Code, and all 
amendments thereto, are hereby incorporated into this Rule. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of 
these Chapters and this Rule, the more restrictive provision shall apply. 
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SECTION 17. ENVIRONMENTAL APPEAL BOARD 

(1) The Environmental Appeal Board, which was established by the Environmental control Board on May 26, 
1987, to hear appeals from certain requirements, interpretations or determinations of this Rule made by the 
Department or the Environmental Control Officer, shall continue to hear appeals. The members of the 
Environmental Appeal Board shall have the following qualifications and terms of office: 
(a) Members shall be residents of Palm Beach County and shall serve three year term. However, the first 

term of the water resource professional and the drinking water engineer shall be for two years, but said 
terms shall be for three years thereafter. 

(b) The membership shall be as follows: 
(i) A professional engineer nominated by the American Society of Civil Engineers, Palm Beach Branch. 
(ii) A water resource professional employed by the South Florida Water Management District. 
(iii) A drinking water engineer employed by the Department of Environmental Protection. 
(iv) A person nominated by the Home Builders and Contractors Association. 
(v) An attorney nominated by the Palm Beach County Bar Association. 

(c) The members of the Environmental Appeal Board shall elect a chairman. The presence of three or 
more members shall constitute a quorum of the Environmental Appeal Board. A majority vote of the 
membership shall be necessary to take any action. Members shall serve without compensation. 

(d) Conduct of hearing: 
(i) Hearing may be called by the chairman or by written notice signed by at least three members of the 

Environmental Appeal Board. At any hearing the environmental Appeal Board may set a future 
hearing date. 

(ii) Minutes shall be kept of all hearings. The Environmental Appeal Board shall keep accurate records 
of its public hearings, which shall be filed, together with its minutes, in the Environmental Control 
Office 

(e) The Environmental Control Board shall provide adequate and competent clerical and administrative 
personnel as may be required by the Environmental Appeal Board for the proper performance of its 
duties. 

SECTION 18. APPEALS 

(1) Persons aggrieved by requirement, interpretation or determination of Sections 9 and 10 of this Rule made by 
the Palm Beach County Public Health Unit or the Environmental Control Officer may appeal to the 
Environmental Appeal Board by filing a written notice of appeal with the Environmental Control Officer. The 
notice of appeal must be filed with the Environmental Control Officer within 30 days of the determination 
to be appealed. The notice shall be accompanied by a certified check or money order in the amount of $100 
made payable to the Palm Beach County Public Health Unit which shall be non-refundable, to defray the cost 
of processing and administering the appeal. Only those appeals requesting relief from setbacks under Section 
9 or requesting an exception from connection to a public or investor-owned community water supply under 
Section 10 shall be filed. 

(2) Each notice of appeal shall state the factual basis for the appeal and the relief requested. There shall be 
attached to each notice supportive materials and documents, including a site plan indicating proposed and 
existing individual sewage disposal systems and water wells on the property that is the subject of the appeal 
and all other systems and conditions on neighboring properties which could affect the requirements of Section 
9 or 10 of this Rule if the appeal were granted. The Environmental Appeal Board may require such additional 
information as it deems necessary. A separate notice of appeal must be filed for each site or system 
considered for an appeal. Required supporting documentation for appeal must be filed with the Palm Beach 
County Public Health Unit or the Environmental Control Officer with the notice of appeal. The burden of 
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presenting supporting facts in the notice of appeal shall be the responsibility of the person filing the appeal. 
The person filing the appeal shall have the burden of proving that he/she is entitled to relief. The Department 
and! or the Environmental Control Officer shall defend all appeals before the Environmental Appeal Board. 

(3) The person filing the appeal shall also submit to the Environmental Control Officer a list of the names and 
addresses of every property owner who may be affected by the granting of the appeal. 

(4) A hearing on the appeal shall be set within sixty (60) days of receipt of the notice of appeal by the 
Environmental Control Officer. This provision does not mean that the applicant is entitled to a hearing on the 
first available agenda following receipt of the notice of appeal. 

(5) Formal rules of evidence shall not apply to the hearing but fundamental due process shall be observed and 
shall govern the proceedings. All testimony shall be under oath. Irrelevant, immaterial or unduly repetitious 
evidence shall be excluded, but all other evidence of a type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent 
persons shall be admissible, whether or not such evidence would be admissible in the trial courts of Florida. 
Hearsay evidence may be used for the purpose of supplementary or explaining other evidence, but it shall not 
be sufficient in itself to support a finding unless it would be admissible over objection in civil actions. 

(6) The parties shall have the following rights: to be represented by counsel; to call and examine witnesses; to 
introduce exhibits; to cross-examine witnesses on any relevant matter, even though the matter was not covered 
in direct examination; and to rebut evidence. 

(7) The Environmental Appeal Board shall hear and consider all facts material to the appeal and shall issue 
findings of fact based upon the greater weight of the evidence and shall issue an order affording the proper 
relief consistent with the powers granted herein. The fmdings and order shall be by motion approved by a 
majority of those members present and voting. 

(8) In order to grant an appeal authorizing a new or existing well for use in lieu of connecting to a public or 
investor-owned community water supply, the Environmental Appeal Board must find that: 
(a) Satisfactory ground water is available or can be obtained; and 
(b) The well complies with all setbacks, construction standards and other requirements of this Rule and 

Chapters 62, 550, 555, lOD-6, lOD-4 and 40E-3, F.A.C., and 
(c) Every reasonable effort has been made to obtain a water supply from a public or investor-owned 

community water supplier. 
(9) In order to grant relief from Section 9 and or 10 of this Rule the Environmental Appeal Board must find that: 

(a) Satisfactory ground water can be obtained; and 
(b) Every reasonable effort has been made to comply with the requirements of this Rule in the location of 

the water well; and 
(c) The proposed water well complies with all construction standards and other requirements of this Rule; 

and 
(d) Advance notice shall be given to future purchasers of the water system that the system shall be 

connected to a community water supply when such a supply becomes available. The purchaser has 
certain operational requirements until such connection is completed. 

(10) Provided that the factual fmdings specified in subsections (8) or (9) are made, the Environmental Appeal 
Board may reverse, modify or affirm, wholly or partly, the requirement, interpretation or determination made 
by the Department or the Environmental Control Officer. In granting an appeal, the Environmental Appeal 
Board may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards, consistent with this Rule. Violation of such 
conditions and safeguards, when made a part of the terms under which the appeal is granted, shall be deemed 
a violation of this Rule. The Environmental Appeal Board may also prescribe a reasonable time within which 
the action for which the appeal is granted shall be started or completed or both. Any decision of the 
Environmental Appeal Board shall be in the form of a written order. 

(11) If there is a change in the facts or circumstances supporting a request for relief after an order granting relief 
has been issued, then the applicant shall notify the Department. The Department may request the 
Environmental Appeal Board to revoke or amend the order. 
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(12) Except where the relief granted is to exempt an applicant from the requirement to connect to a community 
water supply under Section 10, any relief granted shall automatically terminate upon the availability of a 
community water supply to the lot or parcel. Upon the request of the Department or the Environmental 
Control Officer, the Environmental Appeal Board may modify or rescind an order granting relief from the 
requirements to connect to a public or investor-owned community water supply under Section 10 in the 
conditions under which the appeal was granted no longer exist. Unless otherwise provided in an order issued 
pursuant to Section 18(8), relief granted under this Rule shall automatically lapse if action for which the 
appeal was granted has not been initiated within one (1) year from the date of granting such appeal by the 
Environmental Appeal Board or, of judicial proceedings to review the Environmental Appeal Board's decision 
shall be instituted, from the date of entry of the final order in such proceedings, including all appeals. 

(13) The decision of the Environmental Appeal Board shall be final administrative action. Any party or interested 
person may appeal a decision of the Environmental Appeal Board to the Circuit Court of Palm Beach County. 
Such appeal shall be filed within 30 days of the execution of the Environmental Appeal Board's Order. 

SECTION 19. VIOLATIONS, ENFORCEMENT, PENALTIES AND INSPECTIONS 

(1) Violations and Penalties: It is unlawful for any person to violate any provision of this Rule or any duly 
constituted order of the Palm Beach County Environmental Control Hearing Board enforcing this Rule. Such 
violations shall be subject to the enforcement and penalty provisions of Chapter 77-616, Special Acts, Laws 
off Florida, as may be amended from time to time and Palm Beach County Environmental Control Ordinance 
No. 94-26, 32 as amended. 

(2) Inspections: It shall be the duty of the Palm Beach County Health Director or his authorized representative 
to conduct such inspections as are reasonable and necessary to determine compliance with the provisions of 
this Rule. 

SECTION 20. JUDICIAL REVIEW 

Any person aggrieved by an action or decision of the Palm Beach County Environmental Control Hearing Board 
including Palm Beach County, may seek judicial review in the Circuit Court of Palm Beach County. 

SECTION 21. APPLICATION 

This Rule shall apply to all the incorporated and unincorporated areas of Palm Beach County, Florida. 
[Ord. No. 96-28] 

· This space intentionally left blank. 

LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 

ADOPTION JUNE 16, 1992 10196 Supplement No. 4 16-27 



ARTICLE 16. HEALTII DEPARTMENI' REGULATIONS Sec.16.2 ECR RULE II 

ECRll 
EXHIBIT IT 

INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR AN APPEAL FOR A SUBDIVISION 

Ten copies of the following information prepared by an engineer registered in the State of Florida must be 
submitted with the notice of appeal: 

I. General Information 
A) Name of subdivision 
B) Owner 
C) Address 
D) Location of subdivision 
E) Total area of subdivision acre: 

Number of lots 
F)~inimumlots~e 

G) Adjacent subdivisions Location s~ Distance 

H) Approximate adjacent acreage available for expansion: -----------------

I) Typical home to be constructed: 
No. ofbedrooms ______________________________________________________ ___ 

Sq. footage of heated or cooled area ----------------------------------

II. Required exhibits 
1. Location map - A location map showing the location of the subdivision in related to the surrounding areas 

and nearby built-up area. 
2. Topographical map- A contour map indicating all streams or watercourses, bodies of water, low, wet or 

marshy land, rock outcrops and filled areas. 
3. Proposed plat - A plat of the subdivision showing the individual lots, if available, or a proposed sub-division 

layout. 
4. Drainage plans - A plan of the subdivision indicating all drainage structures and features, designed in 

accordance with the requirements of the South Florida Water ~anagement District and the local drainage 
district. 

5. Plans for water and sewer lines - A plan of the sub-division indicating proposed water and sewer lines. 

III. Water supply and sewage disposal. 
1. Source of proposed water supply. 

A) Community 
B) Non-community __________________________________ ~---------------
C) Private well ____________________________________________ __ 

D) If a utility is expected to supply water, submit evidence of availability of the water supply. 
E) If an onsite well is utilized, submit evidence that ground water if of adequate quality. 
[Ord. No. 96-28; September 25, 1996] 
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SEC. 16.3 PROIDBIDON OF DUMPING, REGULATION OF WASTE DISPOSAL AND CLEAN FILL 
ACTIVITY 

A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose and intent of this section is to protect the surficial aquifer and prevent 
sanitary nuisances and public health threats by prohibition of dumping, regulation of waste disposal and 
clean fill activity. The specific objectives of this section are to establish prohibition for dumping or placing 
of waste upon any land or water on private or public property and regulate the disposition of clean fill. 

B. Applicability. The standards of this section shall apply to all activities involving disposal of waste and 
clean fill activities within the unincorporated or incorporated areas of Palm Beach County. 

C. Exemptions. The following shall be exempted from the standards of this section: 

1. All waste management activities which are approved by Department of Environmental Regulations, Solid 
Waste Authority, or the Palm Beach County Public Health Unit (PBCPHU). 

2. Agricultural waste disposal, provided the agricultural wastes are generated and disposed of on site and the 
property is agriculturally zoned. 

3. Soil and mulch brought on to a property and used for the purpose of improving soil/plant relations through 
improving retention of nutrients and water for plants in ground or above ground on that site. 

4. Clean fill disposed on land located in Palm Beach County if the person obtains the property owner's 
consent and the property has provided the Palm Beach County Public Health Unit (PBCPHU) with 
required notification as set forth herein. 

D. Prohibition for Dumping and Placing Waste. It is unlawful and shall constitute willful causing of 
pollution for any person to dump, or cause or allow to be dumped; or place, or cause or allow to be 
placed; or bury, or cause or allow to be buried; any waste upo~ any land, or any water located in Palm 
Beach County. 

E. Regulation of Clean Fill Activities. 

1. Prohibitions of Clean Fill Activities. It is unlawful for any person to engage in the following activities: 

a. Create or maintain a sanitary nuisance due to clean fill activities; 

b. Adversely affect drainage resulting from clean fill activities; or 

c. Store waste which results from clean fill activities for more than seven (7) days. 

2. Notification of Clean Fill Activities. 

a. Initial notification. Forty-five (45) working days prior to the commencement of clean fill activities, 
the property owner shall provide the PBCPHU written initial notification. Initial notification shall 
include; property owner(s) name, mailing address, phone number, clean fill material to be utilized, 
amount of clean fill activity, a survey prepared by a Registered Land Surveyor, and a sketch indicating 
location of fill on property. 
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b. Exception. Initial notification shall not be required for the following activities: 
(1) Clean fill activities at parcels that have received a Palm Beach County Engineering Department 

subdivision approval and have a Land Development Permit; 
(2) Clean fill activities necessitated by the Building Department permit standards for individual lot 

improvements which previously have not received a Land Development Permit. The intent is to 
allow the clean filling of individual unplatted or by-passed platted lots to meet current standards 
without deleteriously impacting the surrounding parcels; 

(3) Clean fill activities at sites that have received a dredge and fill permit; or 
(4) Clean fill activities conducted by any governmental agency. 

c. Other permits required. Notification to the PBCPHU does not relieve the property owner from the 
need to obtain any local, state, or federal permit nor does it relieve the property owner from abiding 
by all local, state or federal laws, as applicable. 

F. Enforcement, Penalties, Circuit Court Proceedinvs. Failure to comply with the requirements of this Section 
shall constitute a violation of this Code. 

1. Enforcement. The PBCPHU shall have available to it all enforcement remedies made available pursuant 
to Chapter 77-616, Laws of Florida, as amended, and County ordinances adopted pursuant thereto. 
Violations will be heard by the Environmental Control Hearing Board. 

2. Penalties. Penalties that may be imposed include the following: 

a. A civil penalty of up to $500.00 per day for each violations; and 

b. Affirmative action such as a requirement that the violator perform roadside waste clean-up services or 
bear the cost of waste removal in lieu of such services. 

3. Circuit Court Proceedings. Circuit Court proceedings may be instituted to abate and prosecute violations, 
or enforce orders. Such relief may include both temporary and permanent injunctions. 

[Ord. No. 95-24] 
[Ord. No. 95-24; July 11, 1995] 

Sec. 16.4 OPEN BURNING 

A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose and intent of this section is to ensure that open burning does not have a 
negative impact on human health and welfare and the surrounding environment. The specific objectives of 
this section are to encourage the use of air curtain incinerators (ACis) and to establish guidelines for open 
burning. 

B. Applicability. The standards of this section shall apply to all activities involving open burning within the 
unincorporated areas of Palm Beach County. 

C. Exemptions. This section shall not apply to agricultural burning which is regulated by Florida Administrative 
Code (F.A.C.) Chapter 51-2. 

D. Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to this section only. 
1. Open burning means the burning of land clearing debris. 
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2. Land clearing debris means uprooted or cleared vegetation. This includes vegetative material, trees, and 
brush. 

3. Land clearing operation means the uprooting or clearing of vegetation in connection with building 
construction or the initial clearing of vegetation to enhance property values. 

4. Residential land clearing means the initial land clearing of vegetation on a parcel consisting of not more than 
two dwelling units. 

E. Open burning prohibitions and limitations. The following activities shall be prohibited: 

1. Open burning of trash, pesticide containers, plastic and other materials except as provided for in Florida 
Administrative Code (FAC) Chapter 62-256. 

2. Burning of wet and/or green vegetation. 

3. Burning on weekends, except for residential clearing purposes. 
Note:Open burning for commercial or planned development on weekends may be allowed by the Palm 
Beach County Public Health Unit (PBCPHU), on a case-by-case basis, depending on such factors as 
meteorological conditions, proximity to occupied buildings, and the compatibility of the surrounding area. 

4. An air curtain incinerator shall be required for commercial or planned developments less than 50 acres. 

5. No person shall conduct or allow open burning without first obtaining a permit from the Palm Beach County 
Fire Department. · 

F. Minimum setback requirements. 

1. Air curtain incinerators. Air curtain incinerators shall be setback a minimum of 500 feet from any property 
line abutting a residential district or use. 

a. The required setback for an ACI may be reduced to a minimum of 200 feet if authorized by the PBCPHU 
director, or designee, and if it is determined that the burning will not adversely affect the area. 

2. Open burning of land clearing debris. Open burning without an air curtain incinerator shall be located a 
minimum of 1,500 feet from occupied buildings (excludes residential land clearing). 

3. Residential land clearing. Open burning without an air curtain incinerator shall be located a minimum of 
300 feet from an occupied building. 

4. Commercial or planned developments. Open burning shall be setback a minimum of one-hundred fifty 
(150) feet from any public highway or road. 

G. Approval process. 

1. Permits and inspections. Prior to approving an open burning permit, the cleared site shall be inspected by 
the PBCPHU. 
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a. The inspector shall verify the following: 
(1) the type and condition of materials to be burned; 
(2) compliance with minimum setbacks; 
(3) compatibility with adjoining properties; 
(4) hours of operation; 

Sec. 16.4 OPEN BURNING 

(5) the ACI pit shall be constructed in accordance with FAC 62-256; and, 
(6) compliance with conditions of the threshold review (if required). 

b. The inspector may impose further restrictions to compensate for meteorological (stagnant atmospheric 
conditions, wind directions, etc.) or other conditions to protect the surrounding area, when deemed 
appropriate. 

c. The applicant shall obtain a permit from the appropriate Palm Beach County fire department following 
approval from the PBCPHU. In addition the fire department shall be contacted on a daily basis to obtain 
authorization for burning. 

2. Commercial or planned developments 50 acres or more. All commercial land clearing or planned 
developments greater than 50 acres shall be subject to an administrative threshold review by PBCPHU prior 
to final site plan approval. The developer or agent shall submit a written detailed summary outlining the 
health and safety precautionary measures to be taken. 

H. Additional Standards. 

1. Monitoring. The appropriate Palm Beach County fire department shall monitor all open burning and report 
the status of open burning projects with potential air pollution problems to the PBCPHU. 

2. Particulate Emissions. Developers or their agents shall take all reasonable precautions to prevent fugitive 
particulate emissions from becoming a nuisance to surrounding properties. 

3. Compliance. Failure to comply with the conditions of this section may result in enforcement and/or 
suspension of open burning. 
[Ord. No. 96-28] 
[Ord. No. 96-28; September 25, 1996] 
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SEC. 16.2 WATER SUPPLY SYSTEMS- (ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL RULE ll) 

A. Purpose and intent. The purpose and intent of this section is to establish minimum standards for the 
design, construction, installation and operation of all water supply systems from which water is used for 
human consumption, culinary, sanitary, domestic or other purposes. 

B. Applicability. The regulations of this section shall apply to both new and existing water supply systems, 
except as otherwise expressly provided, located throughout the total area of Palm Beach County. 

C. General provisions. 

1. Water service required. All buildings used or intended for human occupancy, employment or service to 
the public shall be provided with piped water under pressure from a water system which complies with 
the provisions of this section. Bottled water shall not be considered an acceptable substitute for such a 
water system. 

A single water supply system shall be constructed for any new structure, lot or facility containing more 
than one (1) building with common access parking. This provision shall not affect buildings and water 
supply systems existing prior to March 14, 1988. 

2. Connections required. All existing buildings served by non-community, non-transient non-community, 
and semi-public water supply systems or new private water supply systems shall connect to an approved 
community water system where such a system has a water main within one hundred (100) feet in a public 
right-of-way or easement abutting the property on which the building is located. 

a. Exemptions. A property owner shall not be required to connect to an approved community water 
system: 

(1) If connection requires an extension of the main; 
(2) If the main is located across four (4) or more lanes of paved roadway; or 
(3) If the utility is unable to provide water. 

b. Health threats. Notwithstanding the provisions of Sec. 16.2.C.2.a above, if the Health Department 
determines that a potential or existing health threat exists on property served by a non-community, non­
transient non-community or semi-public water system, then the connection shall be made as required 
pursuant to Sec. 16.2.C.2.c below. 

c. Existing non-community or non-transient non-community systems. Establishments or buildings that 
utilize a non-community or non-transient non-community system and are being constructed, modified, 
expanded or changed in operation shall connect to an approved community water supply system when 
said system is available within one thousand (1,000) feet by existing right:-<>f-way or easement to the 
property. Each foot of water crossing, paved roadway, or sidewalk shall be considered as two (2) feet; 
the proposed supply shall not be required to cross interstate highway or railroad systems. Property 
owners connecting to community water supply systems under this subsection shall be required to extend 
the water main along the public right-of-way utility easements which abut the property. 
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3. Review for approval. Request for PBCPHU approval of amendments to the Official Zoning Map, site 
plan, subdivision and building permit matters shall be reviewed in light of the regulations of this section. 

4. Fees. All fees charged for the administration of this section shall be in accordance with the fee schedule 
pursuant to Ordinance No. 78-5 and the amendments thereto. 

S. Adoption of state standards. Chapters 17-550, 551, 555, 560, 602 and 100-4, F.A.C., and all 
amendments thereto, are hereby incorporated into this section. In the event of a conflict between the 
provisions of Chapters 17-550, 551, 555, 560, 602 and 100-4, F.A.C., and this section, the more 
restrictive provision shall apply. 

D. Procedures. The PBCPHU shall review and approve, approve with conditions, or deny any construction 
or use of any water supply system or facility based on the standards contained in this section. Prior to 
submission to the PBCPHU, plans involving distribution mains shall be reviewed by the Fire Marshall or 
by the appropriate fire department official. 

1. Construction permits. No person shall install, extend or alter any water supply system or facility 
including any well, plant, tank, pump station, distribution system, fire line or other pipe or structures 
without first obtaining a construction permit from the PBCPHU. 

a. Evidence of other approvals. Newly proposed community, non-community, non-transient 
non-community and semi-public water systems shall provide evidence of their ability to secure a water 
use permit from SFWMD and proper district designation prior to PBCPHU approval. 

b. Application and required information. The applicant shall provide the necessary information and 
design specifications requested and required by the PBCPHU to conduct an adequate review of any 
proposed activity or construction in addition to that information provided on the DER application 
forms. The plans; applications and specifications for community, non-community or non-transient 
non-community water systems shall be prepared by a professional engineer, licensed in the State of 
Florida. 

c. Water supplier's stamp. Any submittal for community water systems, for which the supplier of water 
is not the applicant but will require ownership, operation or maintenance by the supplier of water, shall 
require the acceptance stamp of the supplier of water on the plans. 

d. Construction permit exemptions. A permit shall not be required for distribution extensions or service 
connections of less than four hundred (400) feet of one (1) inch pipe, two hundred (200) feet of two 
(2) inch pipe, one hundred (100) feet of four (4) inch or larger pipe, or road crossing with less than 
four (4) inch pipe when system capacity is adequate as specified in Sec. 16.2.1.19. 

e. Inter-jurisdictional extensions. Any extension of a distribution system within Palm Beach County for 
which the water supply facility is not located within Palm Beach County, or distribution extension 
outside Palm Beach County when the water supply facility is located within Palm Beach County, shall 
require a permit from the PBCPHU and written acceptance of the development from the responsible 
agency outside the County. During construction, partial releases may be given by the PBCPHU. 
However, the pressure and leakage test and the disinfection and bacteriological procedures shall be 
followed in all cases. 
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2. Approval of water systems. No person shall put into service or use any drinking water system or facility, 
including any well, plant, tank, pump station, distribution system, fire line or other pipes or structure 
without first having received written approval from the PBCPHU. 

a. Submittal requirements. Upon completion of construction and satisfactory chemical and 
bacteriological clearance of the water supply system or facility, the engineer of record shall submit to 
the PBCPHU the following: 

(1) Certification of completion, 
(2) Record ("as built") drawings on which sampling points must be highlighted, 
(3) Chemical and bacteriological sample results, and 
(4) If the approval involves a well, a "Well Completion Report." 

b. Certification of completion. The Certification of completion for the water supply or facility shall 
include certification of any accompanying sewerage system and evidence of the acceptance of the 
system or facility by the supplier of water. 

c. Construction meters. Uses of construction meters for construction water may be approved by the 
PBCPHU in cases when accompanying sewer has not been certified if the PBCPHU determines the 
water facility bas been satisfactorily tested and certified by the engineer of record. 

d. Well completion reports. The Well Completion Report for all water supply wells shall be submitted 
to the PBCPHU according to Sec. 16.2.1.11. 

e. Water main connections. The connection of new water mains to existing mains shall not be completed 
until after the new mains have passed their pressure and leakage test and completed the disinfection and 
bacteriological clearance procedures. During construction partial releases may be given by the 
PBCPHU. However, the pressure and leakage test and the disinfection and bacteriological procedures 
shall be followed in all cases. No water supply system or facility, including any well, plant, tank, pump 
station, distribution system, or other pipes or structure through which water is delivered to the 
consumer for drinking or household purposes, except certain community water supply service 
connections not requiring a permit, shall be put into service or used until such facility bas been 
effectively disinfected and bacteriologically cleared. Sample results shall be submitted to the PBCPHU 
as follows: 

(1) For all water systems, except wells, two (2) consecutive daily samples with the total coliform 
bacteria count not exceeding one (1) coliform per hundred (100) milliliters of the sample shall 
be required. 

(2) For a community, non-community or non-transient non-community water supply system well 
clearances, a minimum of twenty (20) consecutive workday samples are required with no more 
than two (2) samples taken daily. Well sample results for community or non-community water 
supply system well clearance shall not exceed four (4) coliform per hundred (100) millimeters 
of the sample in more than ten (10) percent of the samples analyzed. 

(3) For a semi-public or private water supply system well clearance, a minimum of three (3) 
consecutive daily samples are required. The well sample results shall not exceed more than one 
(1) coliform per hundred (100) millimeters as an average. 
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(4) Any sample analysis with heavy and/or too numerous to count (TNTC) non-coliform counts shall 
not be accepted. 

(5) Sample results from any water supply facility or well shall not be accepted if more than thirty 
(30) calendar days has elapsed since the taking of the last sample. 

E. Water quality standards. The following maximum contaminant levels shall not be exceeded in any system 
to which they apply: 

1. Maximum microbiological contaminant levels. The following contaminant levels for coliform bacteria 
are applicable to all drinking water systems including individual water systems: 

a. When the membrane ftlter technique is used, the number of total coliform bacteria shall not exceed any 
of the following: 

(1) One (1) per one hundred (100) milliliters as the arithmetic mean of all samples examined per 
month. 

(2) Four (4) per one hundred (100) milliliters in more than five (5) percent of the samples examined 
per month. 

b. When the fermentation tube method and ten (10) milliliters standard portions are used, coliform bacteria 
shall not be present in any of the following: 

(1) More than ten (10) percent of the portions in any month. 
(2) Three (3) or more portions in more than five (5) percent of the sample examined per month. 

c. When the fermentation tube method and one hundred (100) milliliter standard portions are used, 
coliform bacteria shall not be present in any of the following: 

(1) More than sixty (60) percent of the portions in any month. 
(2) Five (5) portions in more than twenty (20) percent of the samples examined per month. 
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2. Primary inorganic chemical contaminant levels. The maximum contaminant levels for primary inorganic 
chemicals are applicable to community, non-transient non-community and non-community supply systems, 
except that the standard for nitrates is applicable to semi-public, as well as community, non-transient 
non-community and non-community systems. 

Arsenic 0.05 

Asbestos (medium and long fibers) 7.1 million fibers/liter 

Barium 1.0 

Cadmium .005 

Chromium .05 

Fluoride 4.0 

Lead 0.02 

Mercury 0.002 

Nitrate (as N) 10.0 

Nitrite 1.0 

Selenium 0.01 

Silver 0.05 

Sodium 160.0 
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3. Primary organic chemical contaminant levels. The following maximum contaminant levels for organic 
chemicals shall apply to community water systems: 

CHLORINATED HYDROCARBONS: 

Endrin {1,2,3,4,10, 
10-hexa-chloro-6, 7 -epoxy-1 ,4,4a,5 ,6, 7, 

8, Sa, -octa-hydro-1 ,4, -endo,endo-5, 8 
-dimethano naphthalene) 

Lindane 
(1,2,3,4,5,6,-hexachloro-cyclohexane, 

gamma isomer) 

Methoxychlor (1,1,1 - Trichloro-2,2-bis 
(p-methoxyphenyl) ethane) 

Toxaphene (C H Cl -Technical Chlorinated 
camphene 67-69% chlorine) 

CHLOROPHENOXYS: 

2,4-D (2,4-Dichlorophenoxyace-tic acid) 

2,4,5 - TP Silvex 
(2,4,5,-Trichlorophenoxypropionic acid) 

0.0002 

0.004 

0.1 

0.005 

0.1 

0.01 

4. Drinking water turbidity contaminant levels. The maximum contaminant levels for turbidity in drinking 
water for community and non-transient non-community water systems measured at a representative entry 
point(s) to the distribution system(s) or at other points that may be significant to post-precipitation 
condition or iron precipitate buildup and release is one (1) turbidity unit (NTU), as determined by a 
monthly average. 

5. Maximum radionuclides contaminant levels. The following maximum contaminant levels for 
radionuclides shall apply to community and non-transient non-community water systems: 

a. Radium-226, radium-228 and gross alpha particle radioactivity. 

(1) Combined radium-226 and radium-228---5 Pci/1. 
(2) Gross alpha particle activity (including radium 226 but excluding radon and uranium)---15 Pci/1. 
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b. Beta particle and photon radioactivity from man-made radionuclides. 

(1) The average annual concentration of beta particle and photon radioactivity from man made 
radionuclides in drinking water shall not produce an annual dose equivalent to the total body or 
any internal organ greater than 4 millirem/year. 

(2) Except for the radionuclides listed in the table below in this subsection, the concentration of man 
made radionuclides causing four ( 4) millirem total body organ dose equivalents shall be 
calculated on the basis of a two (2) liter per day drinking water intake using the one hundred 
sixty-eight (168) hour data listed in "Maximum Permissible Body Burdens and Maximum 
Permissible Concentration of Radionuclides in Air or Water for Occupation Exposure" NBS 
Handbook 69 as amended August, 1963, U.S. Department of Commerce. If two (2) or more 
radionuclides are present, the sum of their annual dose equivalent to the total body or to any 
organ shall not exceed four (4) millirem/year. Average Annual Concentration Assumed to 
Produce a Total Body organ Dose of four (4) millirem/year. 

---
Chloride 250 

Color 15 color units 

Copper 1.0 

Corrosivity Neither corrosive nor scale 
forming** 

Fluoride 2.0 

Foaming Agents 0.5 

Iron 0.3 

Manganese 0.05 

Odor 3 (threshold odor number 

Ph 6.5-9.5 range 

Sulphate 250 

Total Dissolved Solids 500 
at 103-105 degree C 

Zinc 5.0 

* except color, odor, 
** Assessment of degree of corrosion or scale forming tendencies must be based on historical water characteristics 
of the system. A Langelier index range of -0.2 to +0.2 should be used as a guideline toward obtaining water 
stability if calcium carbonate is present. If stabilizers are used, the -0.2 to +0.2 range may not be applicable. 
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7. Trihalomethane. The following maximum contaminant levels are fortrihalomethanes (THMs), as set forth 
in Sec. 16.2.E.8, and water supply systems serving a population of ten thousand (10,000) or more 
individuals and which add a disinfectant (oxidant) to the water in any part of the drinking water treatment 
process. 

8. Total trihalomethanes. Total Trihalomethanes (TTHM) shall include the sum of the concentrations 
bromodichloromethane, dibromochloromethane tribomomethane (bromoform) and trichloromethane 
(chloroform) at 0.10 mg/1 (MCL). 

9. Volatile organics. The following maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) for volatile organics are applicable 
to all community and non-transient non-community water systems. These concentrations are based on 
present "state of the art" analytical detection limits as applied to routine sampling, risk analysis, 
carcinogenicity and chronic toxicity, and may be altered in the future, commensurate with increasing 
laboratory capability or future data indicating adverse effects on human health. 

Trichloroethylene 3 

Tetrachloroethylene 3 

Carbon Tetrachloride 3 

Vinyl Chloride 1 

1, 1, 1 - Trichloroethene 200 

1 ,2 - Dichloroethane 3 

1,1 - Dichloroethylene 7 

Benzene 1 

p - Dichlorobenzene 75 

Ethylene Dibromide 0.02 (sample before chlorination) 

10. Synthetic organics. Analyses for purgeables, pesticides base neutral extractable and acid extractables 
shall be performed as specified in Chapter 17-550, F.A.C., as amended from time to time. 
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F. Water monitoring requirements. 

1. Microbiologicals and chlorine residual monitoring. Monitoring of water systems shall be provided by 
the supplier of water as follows. 

a. Community water systems. For community water systems, coliform density samples shall be taken 
from the distribution system at regular time intervals and in a number proportionate to the maximum 
population served by the system. Sample locations shall be varied to provide a representative cross 
section of the water supplied to users. The number and minimum frequency of samples shall be as 
follows. In addition, a minimum of one (1) representative raw water sample per month shall be taken. 

1111 
25-2,500 2 

2,501-3,300 3 

3,301-4,100 4 

4,101-4,900 5 

4,901-5,800 6 

5,801-6,700 7 

6,701-7,600 8 

7,601-8,500 9 

8,501-9,400 10 

9,401-10,300 11 

10,301-11,100 12 

11,101-12,000 13 

12,001-12,900 14 

12,901-13,700 15 

13,701-14,600 16 

14,601-15,500 17 

15,501-16,300 18 

16,301-17,200 19 

17,201-18,100 20 

18,101-18,900 21 

18,901-19,800 22 

19,801-20,700 23 

20,701-21,500 24 

21,501-22,300 25 

22,301-23,200 26 
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- -23,201-24,000 27 

24,001-24,900 28 

24,901-25,000 29 

25,001-28,000 30 

28,001-33,000 35 

33,001-37,000 40 

37,001-41,000 45 

41,001-46,000 50 

46,001-50,000 55 

50,001-54,000 60 

54,001-59,000 65 

59,001-64,000 70 

64,001-70,000 75 

70,001-76,000 80 

76,001-83,000 85 

83,001-90,000 90 

90,001-96,000 95 

96,001-111,000 100 

111,001-130,000 110 

130,001-160,000 120 

160,001-190,000 130 

190,001-220,000 140 

220,001-250,000 150 

250,001-290,000 160 

290,001-320,000 170 

320,001-360,000 180 

360,001-410,000 190 

410,000-450,000 200 

450,001-500,000 210 

+500,000 220 
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b. Noncommunity and semi-public systems. For non-community and semi-public water systems, a 
sample for total coliform bacteria shall be taken from the distribution system in each calendar quarter 
during which the system provides water to the public, except for non-transient non-community water 
supply systems which shall monitor monthly. 

c. Community, non-transient non-community and non-community systems. For community, non­
transient non-community and non-community water systems, the following monitoring requirements 
shall apply: 

(1) When the bacteria in a single sample exceeds four (4) coliform per one hundred (100) milliliter 
or moderate non-coliform count using the membrane filter technique, daily repeat samples shall 
be collected and examined from the same sampling point until the results obtained from at least 
two (2) consecutive repeat samples show less than one (1) coliform bacterium per one hundred 
(100) milliliters and moderate or lower non-coliform count. 

(2) When coliform bacteria occur in three (3) or more ten (10) milliliter portions of a single sample 
using the fermentation tube method, daily repeat samples shall be collected and examined from 
the same sampling point until the results obtained from at least two (2) consecutive repeat 
samples show no positive tubes. 

(3) When coliform bacteria occur in all five (5) of the one hundred (100) milliliter portions of a 
single sample using the fermentation tube method, daily check samples shall be collected and 
examined from the same sampling point until the results obtained from at least two (2) 
consecutive check samples show no positive tubes. 

(4) The location at which the repeat samples were taken pursuant to the above paragraphs of this 
subsection shall not be eliminated from future sampling without approval of the PBCPHU. 

(S) Repeat samples shall be taken within forty-eight (48) hours of the time the supplier of water 
learns of the failure unless the State Laboratory is closed, in which case seventy-two (72) hours 
shall be allowed. 

d. Semi-public systems. For semi-public water systems, the following monitoring requirements shall 
apply: 

(1) Where coliform bacteria in a single sample from these water systems exceed one (1) per one 
hundred (100) milliliters using the membrane filter technique, at least two (2) consecutive daily 
repeat samples shall be collected and examined from the same sampling points. Additional repeat 
samples shall be collected daily or at a frequency established by the PBCPHU until satisfactory 
results are obtained from at least two (2) consecutive repeat samples. These samples shall show 
less than one (1) coliform bacteria. 

(2) When coliform bacteria occur in one (1) or more ten (10) milliliter portions of a single sample 
using the fermentation tube method, at least two (2) consecutive daily repeat samples shall be 
collected and examined from the same sampling point. Additional repeat samples shall be 
collected daily at a frequency established by the PBCPHU until the r~sults obtained from at least 
two (2) consecutive repeat samples show no positive tubes. 
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e. Well and surface water sources. Water samples shall be taken from each well and/or surface water 
source at the following intervals and analyzed for total coliform density as follows: 

(1) Monthly for community and non-transient non-community water systems; and 
(2) Quarterly for non-community and semi-public water systems. 

f. Calculation of contaminant levels. The result from all total coliform bacterial analyses performed 
pursuant to Sec. 16.2.E.l shall be used to determine compliance with the maximum contaminant level 
for total coliform bacteria. Repeat samples shall not be included in calculating the total number of 
samples taken each month. 

g. Special purpose samples. Special purpose samples, such as those taken to determine whether 
disinfection practices following pipe placement, replacement or repair have been sufficient, shall not 
be used to determine compliance with Sees. 16.2.E.l or 16.2.F.l.a. However, the supplier of water 
may undertake a complete bacteriological survey of the system, if time permits, in an attempt to meet 
the average count and five (5) percent standards. 

h. Reporting of residuals. The free and total chlorine residual or combined residual at all treated water 
bacteriological sample points shall be measured at the time of sampling and reported along with the 
results of the bacterial analyses. 

2. Primary inorganic chemicals monitoring. Monitoring for primary inorganic chemicals shall be provided 
by the supplier of water as follows: 

a. Community systems. For community water systems using surface water, two sample analyses for each 
chemical listed in Sec. 16.2.E.2, 2.E.3 shall be provided on an annual basis. For community water 
systems and non-transient non-community water supply systems using groundwater, two (2) sample 
analyses for each chemical listed in Sec. 16.2.E.5 shall be provided once every three (3) years except 
for systems with chlorination only treatment. Such samples shall be of a composite of all raw water 
sources and the finished water from a representative point in the distribution system. The distribution 
sample point shall be moved from year to year to give complete coverage of the distribution system. 
Only the distribution sample analysis shall be provided when chlorination is the only treatment given 
the water. 

b. Non-community systems. For non-community water systems, a single analysis of the finished water 
for each chemical listed in Sec. 16.2.E.2 shall be provided once every five (5) years. 

3. Primary organic chemical monitoring. Monitoring for primary organic chemicals shall be provided by 
community water system suppliers as follows: 

a. Surface water. For water systems using surface water in whole or in part, two (2) sample analyses 
for the chemicals specified in Sec. 16.2.E.2 shall be provided on an annual basis. Such water samples 
shall be of a composite of all raw water sources and the finished water from a representative point of 
the distribution system. 
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b. Ground water. For water systems using ground water, two (2) sample analyses shall be provided as 
in Sec. 16.2.F.3.a above, except that such analyses shall be required only once every three (3) years 
and systems with chlorination only treatment shall only provide the distribution sample analysis. 

4. Physical contaminants monitoring. Monitoring for physical contaminants shall be provided by the 
supplier of water for community and non-transient non-community water systems as follows: 

a. Chlorine-only treatment systems. For water supplies using a treatment of only chlorination, monthly 
analyses for turbidity, color and threshold odor number shall be provided on the composite raw and 
finished water. 

b. Chlorine-plus treatment systems. For water supplies using treatment in addition to chlorination, 
analyses shall be provided on composite raw and finished water at the following frequency: 

Turbidity Daily 

Color Daily 

Threshold Odor: 
Surface Water Once a month 
Ground Water Quarterly 

c. All systems. For all water supplies, monthly analyses for turbidity, color and threshold odor number 
shall be provided from a representative point(s) of the distribution system on a basis of one (1) set of 
analyses for each twenty thousand (20,000) population served or fraction thereof. Sample point 
locations shall be moved monthly to ensure a complete coverage of the distribution system. Additional 
samples may be required based upon complaints. 

5. Radionuclide monitoring in community systems. Monitoring for radionuclides shall be provided by the 
supplier of water for community water systems and non-transient non-community water supply systems, 
as follows: 

a. The analysis of water for gross alpha particle activity, radium-226 and radium-228, sampled from the 
distribution system shall consist of an annual composite of four (4) consecutive quarterly samples or 
the average of the analyses of four (4) samples obtained at quarterly intervals. 

(1) A gross alpha particle activity measurement may be substituted for the required radium-226 and 
radium-228 analysis provided that the measured gross alpha particle activity does not exceed five 
(5) Pci/1 at a confidence level of ninety-five (95) percent (1.65 where 6 is the standard deviation 
of the net counting rate of the sample). In localities where radium-228 is known to be present 
or may reasonably .be expected to be present in drinking water, radium-226 and/or radium-228 
analyses shall be provided when the gross alpha particle activity exceeds two (2) Pci/1. 

(2) When the gross alpha particle activity exceeds five (5) Pci/1, the same or an equivalent sample 
shall be analyzed for radium-226. If the concentration of radium-226 exceeds three (3) Pci/1, 
the same or an equivalent sample shall be analyzed for radium-228. 
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b. Suppliers of water shall monitor for radionuclides at least once every four years. When an annual 
record taken in conformance with Sec. 16.2.F.5.a above has established that the average annual 
concentration is less than half the maximum contaminant level, an analysis of a single sample may be 
substituted for the quarterly sampling procedure during the next sampling year and during subsequent 
sampling years for as long as the concentration remains at less than half the maximum contaminant 
level. 

c. A supplier of water shall begin monitoring in conformance with Sec. 16.2.F.5.a within one (1) year 
of the introduction of a new water source. 

d. All community water systems serving more than ten thousand (10,000) population shall monitor 
composite raw source water in the specified manner as provided for in Sec. 16.2.F.5. 

e. Monitoring for compliance with this after the initial period need not include radium-228 except when 
required by the PBCPHU, provided that the average annual concentration of radium-228 has been 
assayed at least once using the quarterly sampling procedure required by Sec. 16.2.F.5.a. 

f. Community water systems using surface water sources in whole or in part and serving more than one 
hundred thousand (100,000) persons and such other community water systems as are designated by the 
PBCPHU shall monitor for beta particle and photon radioactivity by analysis of a composite of four 
(4) consecutive quarterly samples. Monitoring shall be conducted every four (4) years. Compliance with 
Sec. 16.2.E.5 may be assumed if the average annual concentration of gross beta particle activity is less 
than fifty (50) Pci/1 and if the average annual concentrations of tritium and strontium-90 are less than 
those listed in Sec. 16.2.E.5.b, provided that if both radionuclides are present, the sum of their annual 
dose equivalents to bone marrow shall not exceed four (4) millirem/year. 

g. If the gross beta particle activity exceeds fifty (50) Pci/1, an analysis of the sample must be performed 
to identify the major radioactive constituents present; and the appropriate organ and total body doses 
shall be calculated to determine compliance with Sec. 16.2.E.5.b. 

6. Secondary inorganic contaminants monitoring in community systems. Monitoring for secondary 
inorganic contaminants in community water systems shall be provided by the supplier of water as follows: 

a. Two (2) samples for the contaminants specified in Sec. 16.2.E.6 shall be provided to the PBCPHU by 
each supplier using surface water sources, one during the wet season and the other during the dry 
season. 

b. One sample for the contaminants specified in Sec. 16.2.E.6 shall be provided annually to the PBCPHU 
by each supplier using groundwater sources. 

c. Samples for Sees. 16.2.F.6.a and 16.2.F.6.b above shall be taken from a representative entry point to 
the water distribution system. 

7. Trihalomethanes, volatile organics and synthetic organics monitoring. Monitoring fortrihalomethanes, 
volatile organics and synthetic organics shall be provided by the supplier of water for water systems in 
accordance with, and as specified in Chapter 17-550, F.A.C., and as it may be amended from time to 
time. 
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8. Microbiological and chlorine residual monitoring in consecutive community and non-community 
systems. Consecutive community and non-community water systems shall provide microbiological and 
chlorine residual monitoring in a manner complying with Sec. 16.2.F.l. The PBCPHU may require 
additional monitoring for primary or secondary contaminants from any consecutive system which, due to 
its size or other factors, merits such additional monitoring. 

9. Raw water monitoring for volatile and synthetic organics in community systems. Community water 
systems shall monitor a composite raw water sample from each wellfield for volatile and synthetic organics 
including pesticides and herbicides every three years. The first sample results shall be submitted no later 
than June 1, 1989. 

10. Raw water monitoring in community and noncommunity systems. Community and non-transient 
non-community water systems shall monitor for the following from each raw water source or well 
semi-annually: 

Calcium, Ca 
Chloride, Cl 
Color 
Iron, Fe 
Nitrate, N03 

Ph (Field) 
Total dissolved solids at 103 degree - 150 degree C or 
Conductivity 
Total hardness, as Co3 

G. Sampling and analvtic methods. 

1. Sampling procedures. All water samples required under this section for community, non-community, non­
transient non-community and semi-public water systems, including well and main clearance, shall be taken 
by an employee of a laboratory certified to perform drinking water analyses by the Department of Health 
and Rehabilitative Services in a accordance with Sec. 403.863, Fla. Stat., and Chapter lOD-41, F.A.C., 
or an operator certified under Chapter 17-602, F.A.C., or an employee of the PBCPHU. Water samples 
for private well clearance shall be taken by the licensed well contractor that installed the well or his 
representative. 

2. Certified laboratories. All water samples shall be analyzed by a laboratory certified to perform drinking 
water analyses by the Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services in accordance with Sec. 403.863, 
Fla. Stat., and Chapter 10D-41, F.A.C. 

3. Methods of analysis. Analyses conducted to determine compliance with this section shall be made in 
accordance first with the methods specified in Chapter 17-550, F.A.C., and if not specified then in 
accordance with "Standard Methods of Examination of Water and Wastewater," 17th Edition, 1989, or 
methods approved by the United States EPA. 
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H. Reporting. The supplier of water of any community, non-community or non-transient non-community 
water supply system shall comply with the following reporting requirements in writing. However, the 
supplier of water is not required to report analytical results to the PBCPHU in cases where a Department 
of Health and Rehabilitative Services orDER's Laboratory performs the analysis and reports the results 
to the PBCPHU. 

1. Reporting period. Except where a shorter reporting period is specified in this section, the results of any 
analysis required to be made under Sec. 16.2.F shall be reported to the PBCPHU within forty (40) 
calendar days following the analysis. 

2. Report contents. Bacteriological results and physical contaminants results shall be reported with the 
monthly operation reports. The free and total chlorine residual at all treated water bacteriological sample 
points shall be measured and reported with the monthly operation reports along with the results of the 
bacterial analyses. When the presence of coliform bacteria in water taken from a particular sampling point 
has been confirmed by any repeat samples, the supplier of water shall report such confirmation to the 
PBCPHU within forty-eight (48) hours. 

3. Plant operation reports. Water plant monthly operation reports shall be submitted to the PBCPHU within 
fifteen (15) calendar days after the end of that month. Operation reports are required of every community, 
non-community or non-transient non-community water supply which is required to have a certified operator 
under Chapter 17-602, F .A. C., or this section. Operation reports shall include water and chemical usage, 
emergency power operation, information required by this section and other data requested on the operation 
report forms supplied by the PBCPHU. 

4. Inorganic chemicals. Ifthe result of the analysis for primary inorganic chemicals indicates that the level 
of any contaminant in the finished water exceeds the maximum contaminant level, the supplier of water 
shall report said fact to the PBCPHU within forty-eight (48) hours of the time it receives the results and 
shall initiate and complete three (3) additional analyses for the suspect contaminant from the same sampling 
point within one (1) month. However, when a level exceeding the maximum contaminant level for nitrate 
is found, a second analysis shall be initiated within twenty-four (24) hours; and if the average of the two 
(2) analyses exceeds the maximum contaminant level, the supplier of water shall report its findings to the 
PBCPHU within forty-eight (48) hours of the time it receives the results. 

5. Primary organic contaminants. If the results of the analysis for primary organic chemicals indicates the 
level of any contaminant in the finished water exceeds the maximum contaminant level, the supplier of 
water shall report said fact to the PBCPHU within forty-eight (48) hours of the time it receives the results 
and shall initiate and complete three {3) additional analyses for the suspect contaminant from the same 
sampling point within one (1) month. 

6. Turbidity. For community and non-transient non-community water suppliers, if the result of a turbidity 
analysis indicates that the maximum allowable limit has been exceeded for the finished water, the sampling 
and measurement shall be confirmed by resampling within one (1) hour. If the repeat sample confirms that 
the maximum allowable limit has been exceeded, the supplier of water shall report the result to the 
PBCPHU within forty-eight (48) hours. 
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I. Notification. The supplier of water of any community, non-community or non-transient non-community water 
supply system shall comply with the notification requirements of this section. 

1. Notification of users. Notices to users given pursuant to this section shall be written in the following 
manner. The notice shall be conspicuous and shall not use unnecessary technical language, unduly small 
print or other methods which would frustrate the purpose of the notice. The notice shall disclose all 
material facts, including the nature of the problem and, when appropriate, a clear statement that a drinking 
water regulation has been violated and any preventive measures that should be taken by the public. Where 
appropriate or when requested by the PBCPHU, bilingual notice shall be given .. Notice may include an 
explanation of the significance or seriousness to the public health, an explanation of steps taken by the 
system to correct any problem and the results of any additional sampling. If the PBCPHU considers it 
appropriate, notices to the users required by this section may be given by the PBCPHU on behalf of the 
supplier of water. 

2. Notification of PBCPHU. Notification to the PBCPHU shall be by telephone and in writing on the 
monthly operating report form. For community and non-transient non-community water supplies, if the 
monthly average of the daily samples for turbidity exceeds the maximum allowable limit or if the average 
of any two (2) samples on consecutive days, including repeat samples, exceeds five (5) NTU, the supplier 
of water shall report to the PBCPHU within forty-eight (48) hours and notify the users of the system. For 
purposes of calculating the monthly average, the repeat sample taken pursuant to Sec. 16.2.H.6 shall be 
the sample used. 

3. Notification of noncompliance. If the average annual maximum contaniinant level for gross alpha particle 
activity, man made radioactivity or total radium on the fmished water, as set forth in Sec. 16.2.E.5 is 
exceeded, the supplier of water shall give notice to the PBCPHU and notify the users. Monitoring at 
quarterly intervals shall be continued until the annual average concentration no longer exceeds the 
maximum contaminant level or until a monitoring schedule as a condition to an enforcement action shall 
become effective. If a community water system fails to perform any monitoring required in Sec. 16.2.F 
for primary contaminants, or turbidity in the case of surface water suppliers, the supplier of water shall 
notify users of the system of the failure by. inclusion of a notice in all water bills issued after the failure. 
The notice shall remain in effect until the failure is corrected. 

a. Notification procedure. If a supplier of water is required to notify users of the system because of 
failure to comply with an applicable maximum contaminant level, the users of the water shall be 
notified of such failure as follows: 

(1) By publication on not less than three (3) consecutive days in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the area served by the system. Such notice shall be completed within fourteen (14) days after 
the supplier of water learns of the failure. 

(2) If the area served by a community or non-transient non-community water system is not served 
by a daily newspaper of general circulation, notification by newspaper shall be given by 
publication on three (3) consecutive weeks in a weekly newspaper of general circulation serving 
the area and by furnishing a copy of the notice to the radio and television stations serving the 
area served by the system. Such notice shall be furnished within seven (7) calendar days after 
the supplier of water learns of the failure. 
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4. Signs. If a non-transient non-community or non-community water system fails to comply with an 
applicable maximum contaminant level established in Sec. 16.2.E or fails to comply with an applicable 
testing procedure established in Sec. 16.2.F, the supplier of water shall give notice of such failure to the 
persons served by the system by fixed signs located at all potable water outlets or connections. 

5. Potential water quality dangers. In case of breakdown in purification or protective equipment, breaks 
in main transmission lines, loss of water pressure below twenty (20) p.s.i., abnormal taste or odor, any 
interruption of water service to users, or any circumstances which could affect the quality of the drinking 
water, it shall be the duty of the water supplier to notify the PBCPHU within one (1) hour of the 
occurrence. Notification shall include the following information: 

a. Description of the problem; 
b. Area affected; 
c. Number of connections or users affected; 
d. Estimated duration of problem; and 
e. Method of notification to users. 

Such information shall also be provided in writing on the monthly operation report. 

6. Loss of water or water pressure. If the water is shut off to the users and/or the water pressure falls 
below 20 p.s.i., notification shall be given immediately to the users either by written notice or through 
the media of newspaper, radio or television of the interruption of water service and/or the necessity to boil 
water. The notice to boil water shall remain in effect until two (2) consecutive days of satisfactory 
bacteriological sample results have been obtained from the area affected. The PBCPHU shall notify the 
water supplier when the boil water notice may be rescinded. Where public fire protection is provided by 
the mains affected by the interruption, the utility shall notify the Fire Marshall or the appropriate Fire 
Department official that an interruption has occurred or will occur. 
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J. Design and construction requirements. The design and construction requirements of this section shall 
govern the construction, extension, expansion or use of any community or non-community water supply 
system. The design standards specified in Chapter 17-550 and Chapter 10D-4, F.A.C., as well as other 
standards considered as modem sanitary engineering practices shall also apply to the construction, extension, 
expansion or use of any community or non-community water supply system. The design standards in the 
following reference· works are incorporated into this Code. If any differences in design standards exists, the 
more stringent standard shall apply. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Manual for Evaluating Public Drinking 
Water Supplies, Current Edition 

Water Treatment Plant Design, Current 
Edition 

Recommended Standards for Water 
Works, Current Edition 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; 
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 
Government Printing Office; Washington, 
D.C., 20402 

American Society of Civil Engineers, 
American Water Works Association, and 
Conference of State Sanitary Engineers; 
American Water Works Association, Inc.; 
66666 West Quincy Avenue, Denver, CO 

Great Lakes-Upper Mississippi River Board 
of State Sanitary Engineers; Health Education 
Service; P.O. Box 7283, Albany, NY 12224 

Water Quality Treatment, Current Edition American Water Works Association; 66666 
West Quincy Avenue, Denver, CO 

Standards of the American Water Works 
Association, Current Edition 

Manual of Treatment Techniques of 
Meeting the Interim Primary Drinking 
Water Regulations, May 1977 

Water Fluoridation Manual, October, 
1985 

American Water Works Association; 66666 
West Quincy Avenue, Denver, CO 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Office of Research and Development, EPA-
600, 8-77-055 

National Fluoridation Engineer; U.S. Center 
for Disease Control; Atlanta GA 

1. Lead. Lead pipes, solder and flux are prohibited for use in the installation or repair of any drinking water 
system as of the effective date of this section. This does not apply to leaded joints necessary for the repair 
of cast iron pipes. Solders and fluxes must contain not more than two-tenths (0.2) of one (1) percent lead 
and fittings not more than eight (8) percent lead. 

2. Number of wells and pumps. A minimum of two (2) drinking water supply wells and pumps shall be 
provided for each community water system that will serve three hundred fifty .(350) or more persons upon 
completion of construction. 

3. Licensing of contractors. All water wells shall be constructed by a water well contractor licensed by the 
SFWMD in accordance with Chapter 17-21 and Chapter 17-550, F.A.C., and Chapter 40E-3, F.A.C. 
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4. Vertical well casings. The vertical well casing shall extend at least six (6) inches above ground or into 
an approved sump pit. Whenever the pump is not set at the vertical casing, the line between the vertical 
casing and pump shall be considered an extension of the casing and protected from sanitary hazards in a 
similar manner as the casing. 

5. Community, non-community and non-transient noncommunity wells and on-site disposal systems. 
For community, non-community, and non-transient non-community water systems having on-site sewage 
disposal with flows greater than two thousand {2,000) gallons per day, as estimated in accordance with 
Sec. 16.1, wells shall be placed a minimum distance of two hundred (200) feet from the disposal system. 
However, when on-site sewage disposal flows are less than two thousand (2,000) gallons per day, as 
estimated in accordance with Sec. 16.1, wells shall be placed a minimum of one hundred (100) feet from 
the disposal unit. These distances may be increased if required under Sec. 16.1.E.l.a.{l)(a), l.F.4.n. 

6. Semi-public wells and on-site sewage disposal systems. Semi-public wells shall be placed a minimum 
distance of one hundred (100) feet from any septic tank or drainfield. This distance may be increased if 
required under Sec. 16.1.E.l.a(l){a), l.F.4.n. 

7. Private wells and on-site sewage disposal systems. Private water wells shall be placed a minimum 
distance of seventy-five (75) feet from any septic tank, drainfield or brine disposal area. 

8. Separation of wells from other possible contaminant sources. Community, non-community, non­
transient non-community, and semi-public water wells shall be located a minimum distance of: 

a. One hundred (100) feet from other pollution sources, including but not limited to drainage wells, 
gasoline or other petroleum product underground storage tanks, water softener brine disposal areas or 
other waste disposal areas except as otherwise provided in Sec. 9.4, Wellfield protection. 

b. Fifty (50) feet from any non-drinking water well, pond, canal, or other body of water. 

c. Twenty-five (25) feet from poisoned soils, including but not limited to, building foundations. 

d. Five hundred (500) feet from any sanitary landfl.ll or recognized hazardous or toxic waste site. 

9. Construction of semi-public and private wells. For semi-public and private water system wells, 
construction shall be in accordance with standards specified in Chapters 100-4 and 40E-3, F.A.C., as 
amended or transferred. 

10. Waste collection and transmission lines. Any waste collection or transmission line within the defined 
locations shall be constructed in accordance with current American Water Works Association, Inc., 
water main standards, including the passing of the appropriate pressure and leakage tests. 

11. Post-construction reporting. Within thirty (30) days after the completion of the construction or repair 
of any drinking water well, the water well contractor shall submit a report to the PBCPHU on the 
approved forms in accordance with the instructions provided thereon. 

12. Protective fencing. Wells shall be enclosed within protective fencing when access is open to the 
general public. 
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13. Cones of influence. The cone of influence of a new well or wells serving a community water supply 
system shall comply with the requirements of the Sec. 9.4, Wellfield protection. 

14. Closure of abandoned wells. All wells formerly serving water supplies which have been abandoned 
or which use has been permanently discontinued shall be plugged by filling them from the bottom to 
the top with neat cement grout, concrete or other method approved by the PBCPHU. 

15. Emergency power systems. All existing community systems serving three hundred fifty (350) or more 
persons and all newly proposed community systems shall be equipped with a source of auxiliary power 
to allow operation of the raw water supply, water treatment units and pumping capacity. In addition, 
such systems shall be provided with automatic start-up devices except where elevated storage or twenty­
four (24) hours per day, seven (7) day per week operation is provided. Such emergency power shall 
be of a sufficient capacity to operate the water supply facility at one-half (lh) design capacity. A 
minimum fuel supply for one week of continuous operation for each item of auxiliary power shall be 
maintained at the water treatment plant or under the control of the utility and reserved for the water 
treatment plant. Any fuel pumps required to transfer the fuel to the auxiliary power units shall be 
equipped with their own auxiliary power or manual pumping system. 

16. Reserve chlorine supplies. All community, non-community systems, and non-transient non-community 
systems, including semi-public systems where applicable, shall maintain a minimum reserve supply of 
chlorine for emergency conditions. Such reserve shall be figured for fourteen (14) days consumption 
for systems using gas chlorine and seven (7) days consumption for systems using hypochlorite solution. 
The consumption shall be based as a minimum on fifty (50) percent of design capacity. 

17. Disinfection. 

a. Community, non-community, or non-transient non-community water systems. Community, 
non-community, or non-transient non-community water supplies shall be designed to maintain a 
minimum continuous and effective free chlorine residual of 0.2 mg/1 liter or equivalent disinfection 
if other than free chlorine is used as the disinfection measure throughout the system. When utilizing 
chlorine in combination with ammonia, a minimum combined residual of 0.6 mg/1 liter shall be 
maintained. 

b. Semi-public water systems. The department shall require disinfection if bacteria is discovered in any 
sample of water. 

c. Chlorination facilities. A minimum of two (2) chlorination facilities at the water treatment plant shall 
be provided for each community water system. Each chlorinator shall be of adequate capacity to supply 
the total demand of the raw water at the rated capacity of the treatment plant. Where more than two 
(2) chlorinators are available, adequate capacity to supply the total chlorine demand of the raw water 
shall be provided with the largest unit out of service. Disinfection other than chlorination will be 
considered on an individual basis by the PBCPHU. 

d. Booster chlorination facilities. Booster chlorination facilities in the distribution system shall be 
provided along with the necessary controls to maintain free chlorine residuals or equivalent disinfection 
within the acceptable range of 3.0 mg/lliter maximum and 0.2 mg/lliter minimum or a minimum 
combined residual of 0.6 mg/lliter when utilizing chlorine in combination with ammonia. 
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18. Water treatment plant and storage. The approved design capacity shall be adequate to provide for 
the maximum day demand plus fire flow requirements and maintain the water quality standards 
specified in this Code. 

19. Distribution. 

a. Water pressure. The sizing of the distribution lines shall be adequate to provide both of the following 
without the development of distribution pressures lower than twenty (20) pounds per square inch (psi): 

(1) maximum day demand plus fire flow requirements and 
(2) maximum hourly demand. 

b. Line size. Except for repair or replacement of existing lines, the size of new piping for any community 
system shall be no less than six (6) inch diameter unless a departure in sizing is justified by hydraulic 
analysis or historic analysis and future water use for the area and is approved by the PBCPHU based 
on such circumstances. 

c. Responsibility for operation and maintenance. In metered distribution systems, the supplier of water 
shall be responsible for operation maintenance and repair of new water lines up to and including the 
water meter. 

d. Water main extensions. Any new development or construction connecting to an off-site water main 
shall provide an extension of that water main along the public right-of-way or utility easements abutting 
the property. 

e. Fire hydrants. Fire hydrants shall be maintained by the owner in accordance with standards established 
by the "Standards of the American Water Works Association." If a fire hydrant is located downstream 
of a water meter, the meter shall be designed to provide an adequate flow without excessive pressure 
drop. Private fire hydrant owners shall be required to request a dedicated private fire line, separate 
from any drinking water line, where an excessive drop through a metered source exists. 

f. Fire flows. The required fire flow from fire hydrants approved for installation prior to the effective 
date of this section shall be a minimum of five hundred (500) gallons per minute for two (2) hours. 
Those approved after the effective date of this section shall meet the following requirements. 

(1) Residential subdivision. In single-family or duplex dwellings not exceeding two (2) stories in 
height, the system shall provide capability for fire flow of at least five hundred (500) gallons per 
minute. 

(2) Multi-family dwellings of3 or more units. Commercial, institutional, or industrial subdivisions, 
or other high daytime or nighttime population density developments; in new subdivisions which 
include these developments fire hydrants in the areas of such development shall provide a 
minimum fire flow of fifteen hundred (1,500) gallons per minute. However, a lower or higher 
flow may be required by the fire marshall or by the appropriate fire department official 
according to the Insurance Services Office recommendations. 

(3) Minimum rrre flows for all systems. All systems shall have sufficient storage or other facilities 
so that the minimum fire flow will be maintained for at least four (4) hours or the current 
recommendations of the Insurance Services Office, whichever is greater. 
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g. Dead-end lines. Dead end lines shall be minimized by the looping of all mains where possible. Where 
dead end lines occur, they shall be provided with flush hydrants, fire hydrants or blowoffs for flushing 
purposes. 

h. Demand at 80%. When the distribution demand, as determined in Sec. 16.2.J .19 above, reaches eighty 
(80) percent of approved design capacity, the supplier of water shall initiate the procedures for water 
treatment plant expansion. In the event expansion procedures are not initiated, the system shall be 
considered inadequate for additional distribution expansion, and approval for additional distribution 
expansion shall not be granted. 

i. Demand at 90%. When the distribution demand, as determined in Sec. 16.2.J.l9.a above, reaches 
ninety (90) percent of the approved design capacity, the supplier of water shall have the water treatment 
plant expansion under construction. In the event construction is not underway, the system shall be 
considered inadequate for additional distribution expansion and approval for additional distribution 
expansion shall not be granted unless otherwise justified by an engineering report covering the 
circumstances and approved by the PBCPHU. 

20. Backflow prevention. The following buildings, establishments or facilities connected to a drinking 
water supply system shall install and maintain backflow prevention devices complying with current 
American Water Works, Inc., standards: nursing homes, hospitals, mortuaries, funeral parlors, 
restaurants, sewage treatment plants, sewage lift stations, swimming pools and buildings using 
corrosive, toxic, infectious, radioactive or other substances which would be a health hazard if they 
entered a drinking water supply. 

K. Operation and maintenance. 

1. Commnnity, non-community and non-transient non-commnnity water supply systems. The following 
operation and maintenance requirements shall apply to community, non-community and non-transient 
non-community water supply systems, and shall also apply to semi-public water supply systems. 

a. The supplier of water shall maintain all items of the water supply facility in the approved operational 
condition. 

b. The supplier of water shall operate the water supply facility to produce continuously water meeting the 
pressure quality requirements of this section. 

c. The supplier of water shall introduce no new source of water into the system, and no purification 
process or protective provisions shall be altered or discontinued or by-passed, except where the supplier 
of water notifies the PBCPHU and secures approval therefrom. 

d. Cross-connection to community, non-community, non-transient non-community and semi-public water 
supply systems are prohibited. Upon detection of a cross-connection, the supplier of water shall either 
eliminate the cross-connection by installation of an approved backflow prevention device or discontinue 
service by providing a physical separation cross-connection. 
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e. The supplier of water shall establish a routine cross-connection control program and keep a 
maintenance log on each backflow prevention device connected to its system. Testing and maintenance 
on each backflow prevention device shall be performed by a certified backflow prevention device tester. 
The frequency of testing shall be a minimum of once per year or other schedule recommended by the 
manufacturer and approved by the PBCPHU. The cross-connection control program shall be established 
no later than December 31, 1988, and a copy of the program submitted to the PBCPHU by March 30, 
1989. 

f. The supplier of water shall establish a routine testing and maintenance program on each fire hydrant 
connected to its system. The frequency of testing shall be a minimum of once per year or other 
schedule recommended by the manufacturer and approved by the PBCPHU. 

g. The supplier of water shall conduct the necessary flushing programs to remove lime, sand or other 
objectionable sediments, matter or material from its water system. 

h. Each community, non-transient non-community and Non-community water system shall maintain a 
distribution map showing the general locations of the water lines and sizes, valves, fire hydrants, flush 
hydrants and any inter-connections. The scale of the distribution map shall be between two hundred 
(200) and one thousand (1 ,000) feet per inch or other scale acceptable to the PBCPHU. A microftlm 
quality copy of the current edition of this map shall be submitted to the PBCPHU by February 28, of 
each even numbered year. The PBCPHU may waive the submittal requirements for any water supply 
in which no significant change· has taken place within the distribution system. 

2. Community, non-community, and non-transient non-community water supply systems. 

a. The supplier of water shall schedule planned water outages during periods of low water usage. 

b. The supplier of water shall operate for at least fifteen (15) minutes all emergency power units at least 
once per week to ensure starting capabilities and continuously for four (4) hours under load once each 
calendar quarter to ensure dependability. 

c. The supplier of water shall provide a certified operator as specified in Chapter 17-602, F.A.C., except 
that all community systems shall meet at least the State minimum Class "D" certified operator 
requirements specified in Chapter 17-602, F.A.C., as it may be amended or transferred. 

d. The supplier of water shall operate the water supply facility to maintain continuously the free available 
chlorine residual or equivalent disinfection between 3.0 mg/1 and 0.2 mg/1 throughout the distribution 
system, and the total chlorine residual no greater than 5.0 mg/1. When utilizing chlorine in combination 
with ammonia, a minimum combined residual 0.6 mg/1 shall be maintained. 
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L. Emergency operation. 

1. Interconnections. Where two (2) community water supply systems have distribution or transmission lines 
within one thousand (1 ,000) feet of each other, they shall provide an emergency interconnection between 
the two (2) systems when the PBCPHU determines that such a connection would be of benefit to the 
citizens of Palm Beach County. Such determination shall be based on the possibility of destruction of the 
water source or treatment system in the event of a disaster and the possible benefits in moving water 
between the systems. Such interconnecting lines shall be no smaller than the smallest of the two (2) lines 
being interconnected and shall be provided with at least one valve and any necessary flush points. If the 
two (2) water suppliers are unable to reach an agreement on the payment for installation of such an 
interconnection, each supplier shall pay the cost of construction from the supplier's line to the point of 
connection and shall pay fifty (50) percent of the cost of a meter and meter box if either party desires a 
meter and meter box. The point of connection shall be at the following: 

a. Municipal limits or franchise boundaries if the supplier's limits or boundaries are adjacent and 
contiguous. 

b. The midpoint of the municipal limits or franchise boundaries if the limits or boundaries are not adjacent 
and contiguous. The inter-connection shall be completed within one (1) year after the PBCPHU notifies 
the systems involved. 

2. Flushes, hydrants, taps and other emergency provisions. Any community water system may be required 
to provide a flush or fire hydrant, water tap or other provision for securing an emergency water service 
from an existing main at a location that the PBCPHU determines would be ofbenefit to the citizens of the 
area. Such determination shall be based in part on the possibility of a prolonged power outage or other 
disaster which would render individual wells in the area unusable. Other considerations will include the 
density of individual wells in the area and the distance of the nearest possible potable water supply during 
an emergency. Such water taps shall be constructed within one hundred twenty (120) days of notification 
by the PBCPHU. It shall be the responsibility of Palm Beach County to secure an agreement with the 
community water system for use of that emergency water service. 

M. Appeals. Persons aggrieved by a requirement, interpretation or determination ofSecs. 16.2.C.2 and 16.2.J 
of this section made by the PBCPHU or the Environmental Control Officer may appeal to the 
Environmental Appeal Board by filing a written notice of appeal to the Environmental Control Officer. 
Only those appeals requesting relief from setbacks under Sec. 16.2.J or requesting an exemption from 
connection to a public or investor-owned community water supply under Sec. 16.2.C.2 shall be filed. 

1. Fee. The notice of appeal shall be accompanied by a certified check or money order in the amount of 
$100.00 made payable to the PBCPHU, which shall be non-refundable, to defray the cost of processing 
and administering the appeal. 
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2. Notice of appeal. Each notice of appeal shall state the factual basis for the appeal and the relief requested. 
There shall be attached to each notice supportive materials and documents, including a site plan indicating 
proposed and existing individual sewage disposal systems and wells on the property that is the subject of 
the appeal and all other systems and conditions on neighboring properties which could affect the 
requirements of Sees. 16.2.C.2 or 16.2.1 of this section if the appeal were granted. The Environmental 
Appeal Board may require such additional information as it deems necessary. A separate application must 
be ftled for each site or system considered for an appeal. The burden of presenting supportive facts in the 
application shall be the responsibility of the person filing the appeal. The person filing the appeal shall 
have the burden of proving entitlement to relief. The PBCPHU and/or the Environmental Control Officer 
shall defend all appeals before the Environmental Appeal Board. 

3. Notice to property owner. The person ftling the appeal shall also submit to the Environmental Control 
Officer a list of the names and addresses of every property owner who may be affected by the granting 
of the appeal. 

4. Hearing. A hearing on the appeal shall be set within sixty (60) calendar days of receipt of the notice of 
appeal by the Environmental Control Officer. This provision does not mean that the applicant is entitled 
to a hearing on the first available agenda following receipt of the notice of appeal. 

5. Rules of evidence. Formal rules of evidence shall not apply to the hearing but fundamental due process 
shall be observed and shall govern the proceedings. All testimony shall be under oath. Irrelevant, 
immaterial or unduly repetitious evidence shall be excluded, but all other evidence of a type commonly 
relied upon by reasonably prudent persons shall be admissible, whether or not such evidence would be 
admissible in the trial courts of Florida. Hearsay evidence may be used for the purpose of supplementing 
or explaining other evidence, but it shall not be sufficient in itself to support a fmding unless it would be 
admissible over objection in civil actions. 

6. Rights. The parties shall have the following rights: to be represented by counsel; to call and examine 
witnesses; to introduce exhibits; to cross-examine witnesses on any relevant matter, even though the matter 
was not covered in direct examination; and to rebut evidence. 

7. Environmental Appeal Board. The Environmental Appeal Board shall hear and consider all facts material 
to the appeal and shall issue findings of fact based upon the greater weight of the evidence and shall issue 
an order affording the proper relief consistent with the powers granted herein. The findings and order shall 
be by motion approved by a majority of those members present and voting. 

8. Appeals. In order to grant an appeal authorizing a new or existing well for use in lieu of connecting to 
a public or investor-owned community water supply, the Environmental Appeal Board must find that: 

a. Satisfactory ground water is available or can be obtained; and 

b. The well complies with all setbacks, construction standards and other requirements of this section and 
Chapters 17-21, 17-550, lOD-4 and 40E-3, F.A.C.; and 

c. Every reasonable effort has been made to obtain a water supply from a public or investor-owned 
community water supplier. 
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9. Relief. In order to grant relief from Sees. 16.2.C.2 or 16.2.J of this Code and related sections of Chapter 
10D-4, F.A.C., the Environmental Appeal Board must fmd that: 

(1) Satisfactory ground water can be obtained; and 
(2) Every reasonable effort has been made to comply with the requirements of this section and 

Chapter lOD-4, F.A.C., in the location of the well; and 
(3) The proposed well complies with all construction standards and other requirements of this section 

and Chapters 17-21, 17-550, 10D-4 and 40E-3, F.A.C.; and 
(4) Advance notice shall be given to future purchasers of the semi-public .and/or non-community 

water systems that the system shall be connected to a public or investor-owned community water 
supply when such a supply becomes available, and that the purchaser has certain operational 
requirements until such connection is completed. 

10. Conditions and safeguards. Provided that the factual fmdings specified in Sees. 16.2.M.8 or 16.2.M.9 
above are made, the Environmental Appeal Board may reverse, modify or affirm, wholly or partly, 
the requirement, interpretation or determination made by the PBCPHU or the Environmental Control 
Officer. In granting an appeal, the Environmental Appeal Board may prescribe appropriate conditions 
and safeguards consistent with this section. Violation of such conditions and safeguards, when made 
a part of the terms under which the appeal is granted, shall be deemed a violation of this section. The 
Environmental Appeal Board may also prescribe a reasonable time within which the action for which 
the appeal is granted shall be started or completed or both. Any decision of the Environmental Appeal 
Board shall be in the form of a written order. 

11. Change in facts. If there is a change in the facts or circumstances supporting a request for relief after 
an order granting relief has been issued, then the applicant shall notify the PBCPHU. The PBCPHU 
may request the Environmental Appeal Board to revoke or amend the order. 

12. Termination of relief. Except where the relief granted is to exempt an applicant from the requirement 
to connect to a public or investor-owned community water supply under Sec. 16.2.J, any relief granted 
shall automatically terminate upon the availability of a community water supply to the lot or parcel. 
Upon the request of the PBCPHU or the Environmental Control Officer, the Environmental Appeal 
Board may modify or rescind an order granting relief from the requirements to connect to a public or 
investor-owned community water supply under Sec. 16.2.C.2 if the conditions under which the appeal 
was granted no longer exist. Unless otherwise provided in an order issued pursuant to Sec. 16., relief 
granted under this section shall automatically lapse if action for which the appeal was granted has not 
been initiated within one (1) year from the date of granting such appeal by the Environmental Appeal 
Board or, if judicial. proceedings to review the Environmental Appeal Board's decision shall be 
instituted, from the date of entry of the fmal order in such proceedings, including all appeals. 

13. Decision. The decision of the Environmental Appeal Board shall be fmal administrative action. Any 
person who is a party to the proceeding may appeal to the Circuit Court of Palm Beach County in 
accordance with the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
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N. Violations, penalties, enforcement and inspections. 

1. Violations and penalties. It is unlawful for any person to violate any provision of this section or any duly 
constituted order of the Palm Beach County Environmental Control Hearing Board enforcing this section. 
Such violations shall be subject to the enforcement and penalty provisions of Chapter 77-616, Special Acts, 
Laws of Florida, as amended, and Palm Beach County Environmental Control Ordinance No. 78-5, as 
amended. 

2. Inspections. It shall be the duty of the County Health Director or his authorized representative to conduct 
such inspections as are reasonable and necessary to determine compliance with the provisions of this 
section. 

[Ord. No. 95-24; July 11, 1995] 

SEC. 16.3 PROmBmON OF DUMPING, REGULATION OF WASTE DISPOSAL AND CLEAN FILL 
ACTIVITY 

A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose and intent of this section is to protect the surficial aquifer and prevent 
sanitary nuisances and public health threats by prohibition of dumping, regulation of waste disposal and 
clean ftll activity. The specific objectives of this section are to establish prohibition for dumping or placing 
of waste upon any land or water on private or public property and regulate the disposition of clean ftll. 

B. Applicabilitv. The standards of this section shall apply to all activities involving disposal of waste and 
clean fill activities within the unincorporated or incorporated areas of Palm Beach County. 

C. Exemptions. The following shall be exempted from the standards of this section: 

1. All waste management activities which are approved by Department of Environmental Regulations, Solid 
Waste Authority, or the Palm Beach County Public Health Unit (PBCPHU). 

2. Agricultural waste disposal, provided the agricultural wastes are generated and disposed of on site and the 
property is agriculturally zoned. 

3. Soil and mulch brought on to a property and used for the purpose of improving soil/plant relations through 
improving retention of nutrients and water for plants in ground or above ground on that site. 

4. Clean fill disposed on land located in Palm Beach County if the person obtains the property owner's 
consent and the property has provided the Palm Beach County Public Health Unit (PBCPHU) with 
required notification as set forth herein. 

D. Prohibition for Dumping and Placing Waste. It is unlawful and shall constitute willful causing of 
pollution for any person to dump, or cause or allow to be dumped; or place, or cause or allow to be 
placed; or bury, or cause or allow to be buried; any waste upon any land, or any water located in Palm 
Beach County. 
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E. Regulation of Clean Fill Activities. 

1. Prohibitions of Clean Fill Activities. It is unlawful for any person to engage in the following activities: 
a. Create or maintain a sanitary nuisance due to clean fill activities; 
b. Adversely affect drainage resulting from clean fill activities; or 
c. Store waste which results from clean fill activities for more than seven (7) days. 

2. Notification of Clean Fill Activities. 

a. Initial notification. Forty-five (45) working days prior to the commencement of clean fill activities, 
the property owner shall provide the PBCPHU written initial notification. Initial notification shall 
include; property owner(s) name, mailing address, phone number, clean fill material to be utilized, 
amount of clean fill activity, a survey prepared by a Registered Land Surveyor, and a sketch indicating 
location of fill on property. 

b. Exception. Initial notification shall not be required for the following activities: 

(1) Clean fill activities at parcels that have received a Palm Beach County Engineering Department 
subdivision approval and have a Land Development Permit; 

(2) Clean fill activities necessitated by the Building Department permit standards for individual lot 
improvements which previously have not received a Land Development Permit. The intent is to 
allow the clean filling of individual unplatted or by-passed platted lots to meet current standards 
without deleteriously impacting the surrounding parcels; 

(3) Clean fill activities at sites that have received a dredge and fill permit; or 
(4) Clean fill activities conducted by any governmental agency. 

c. Other permits required. Notification to the PBCPHU does not relieve the property owner from the 
need to obtain any local, state, or federal permit nor does it relieve the property owner from abiding 
by all local, state or federal laws, as applicable. 

F. Enforcement, Penalties, Circuit Court Proceedings. Failure to comply with the requirements of this Section 
shall constitute a violation of this Code. 

1. Enforcement. The PBCPHU shall have available to it all enforcement remedies made available pursuant 
to Chapter 77-616, Laws of Florida, as amended, and County ordinances adopted pursuant thereto. 
Violations will be heard by the Environmental Control Hearing Board. 

2. Penalties. Penalties that may be imposed include the following: 

a. A civil penalty of up to $500.00 per day for each violations; and 
b. Affirmative action such as a requirement that the violator perform roadside waste clean-up services or 

bear the cost of waste removal in lieu of such services. 

3. Circuit Court Proceedings. Circuit Court proceedings may be instituted to abate and prosecute violations, 
or enforce orders. Such relief may include both temporary and permanent injunctions. 

[Ord. No. 95-24] 
[Ord. No. 95-24; July 11, 1995] 
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SEC. 17.1 GENERAL. 

A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose and intent of this section is to ensure the provision of parks, on-site 
recreation areas and facilities in proportion to the demand created by development. By requiring such 
facilities, it is the intent of this section to ensure the provision of functionally-adequate, aesthetically 
pleasing and safe parks and recreation areas. The specific objectives of this section are as follows: 

1. Establish recreational standards for the development of land within unincorporated Palm Beach County; 

2. Aid in the coordination of land development in Palm Beach County in accordance with orderly physical 
patterns; 

3. Provide public and private parks and recreation areas in accordance with the objectives of the Recreation 
Open Space Element of the Comprehensive Plan; and 

4. Ensure to the residents of residential development that necessary recreational improvements have been 
provided. 

B. APPlicability. The standards of this section shall apply to all development in unincorporated Palm Beach 
County, or existing development ihat is modified to the extent that it includes residential uses or site design 
features that were not specifically shown on the previously approved plans. All recreation areas established 
by this section shall be continuously maintained according to the standards of this section. 

C. Community and Neighborhood Park Recreation Standards. 

1. Countywide regional, beach or district parks and preservation conservation areas. Where a planned 
beach, regional, district park, or preservation! conservation area is shown in the CIE of the 
Comprehensive Plan, and a development proposed in an application for development permit is located in 
whole or~ part within the planned beach, regional, district park, or preservation/conservation area, such 
area shall be reserved for a period not to exceed two (2) years during which time Palm Beach County shall 
either acquire the land or release the reservation. The time period initiating the reservation shall commence 
with the filing of an application for development order. 

2. Required recreational areas. In any proposed residential development, adequate provisions shall be made 
for recreation areas to accommodate the neighborhood and community park level recreational needs of the 
residents of the development. The recreation areas shall consist of a developed recreation area parcel and 
include recreational facilities of a type consistent with the needs of the residents. The recreation parcel 
shall be located so as to provide convenient pedestrian access for the residents of the development. The 
recreation area shall be reserved by the developer for the perpetual use of the residents of the 
development. The owner of the land or a property owner's association, and their successors in interest 
shall be responsible for the perpetual maintenance of the recreation area. In addition, the recreation area 
shall comply with the following standards. The recreation area shall be the equivalent of 2.5 acres of 
developed land per r,ooo people population, based on 2.4 people per unit. Development of recreational 
facilities shall be of a type suitable for general neighborhood or community park use. The dollar amount 
to be spent on recreational improvements per acre shall be no less than seventy-five (75) percent of the 
County's cost per acre for developing community park type facilities as indicated by the Community Park 
Impact Fee Schedule or current County cost per acre to develop community and neighborhood park 
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facilities. The recreational tract(s) location shall be determined at the time of fmal site plan/subdivision 
plan submission. In the event of a phased development each subsequent site plan shall show how minimum 
recreation requirements are being satisfied. The minimum dollar amount to be spent on recreation facilities 
shall be determined based on the Community Park Impact Fee Schedule in use at the time of the site plan 
submission. The requirements contained in this section may be waived if adequate guarantee is provided 
prior to platting that the dollar value of the recreation areas required of this section shall be provided. 

3. Determination. At the option of the Parks and Recreation Department the developer may, in lieu of or 
in combination with Sec. C.2., contribute the dollar value of the total recreational area requirement of this 
section for the entire development at the time the first plat is submitted for recording. Land value shall 
be based on the community park impact fee value per acre in use at the time the first plat is submitted for 
recording, or on a County approved certified MSA appraisal of the average value of the land in the 
development at the time of first plat. All such funds collected shall be held in a non-lapsing Park and 
Recreation Trust Fund for the acquisition and improvement of community or neighborhood parks according 
to the provisions of Sec. C.4. 

4. Cash-out option. Monies deposited by a developer pursuant to this section shall be expended within a 
reasonable period of time for the purpose of acquiring and developing land necessary to meet the need for 
neighborhood or community parks created by the development in order to provide a system of parks which 
will be available to and sufficiently benefit the residents of the development. In accordance with the 
descriptions of neighborhood and community parks contained in the Comprehensive Plan, monies deposited 
by a developer pursuant to this section shall be expended to acquire or develop land for neighborhood and 
community park purposes not farther than five (5) miles from the perimeter of the development. 

5. Other. The Board of County Commissioners shall establish an effective program for the acquisition of 
lands for the development of community parks in order to meet, within a reasonable period of time, the 
existing need for community parks which will be created by further residential developments constructed 
after the effective date·ofthis section. The annual budget and capital improvement program of Palm Beach 
County shall provide for appropriation of funds as may be necessary to carry out Palm Beach County's 
program for the acquisition of land for community parks. The funds necessary to acquire lands to meet 
the existing need for County parks must be provided from a source of revenue other than from the amount 
deposited in the Trust Fund. · 

6. Open space credit. Where developed recreational facilities are provided within lands required or credited 
for other open space purposes pursuant to this Code, (i.e., buffer areas, natural preserves, utility 
easements, rights of way, drainage or water management tracts), only credit for the cost of approved 
facilities may be applied towards the recreation area requirement of Sec. C.2, and only if the facilities are 
reserved for the use of the residents of the development. 

7. Other credits. Where private membership clubs, golf courses, and other recreational related facilities 
exclusive of a property owners association are provided in conjunction with the development, credit of fifty 
(50) percent of the requirement of Sec. C.3 for recreation areas on a plat by plat basis for the entire 
development may be applied for those facilities which are available for the use of the residents of the 
development. 
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D. Phasing. Any development providing residential land use shall follow one of the following phasing plans: 

1. Single phasing. When the development is to be constructed in a single phase, or where each phase will 
provide recreational facilities specifically for the residents pf that phase, then the recreational site(s) for 
that phase shall be site planned, or platted, concurrent with that phase of construction. No more than forty 
( 40) percent of the building permits for residential units shall be issued for the phase until the recreational 
improvements have been completed in their entirety. 

2. Multiple phasing. When the development is to be constructed in multiple phases and one or more required 
recreational site(s) is/are intended to serve the residents of two (2) or more phases of the development, 
then the following sequence must be adhered to:· 

a. The recreation site(s) shall be site planned concurrent with the site plan for the first phase of residential 
development for which the recreational site will serve. 

b. The recreation site(s) shall be platted concurrent with the plat for the residential development phase 
they will serve. 

c. No more than forty (40) percent of the building permits for residential units shall be issued for the 
phase until the recreational improvements have been completed in their entirety. 

[Ord. No. 95-24; July 11, 1995] 
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ARTICLE 18 
AIRPORT ZONING REGULATIONS 

Section I. Purpose and Intent. 

These provisions are intended to regulate permitted construction to promote the maximum safety of aircraft 
arriving at and departing from the publicly-owned airports within Palm Beach County; to promote the maximum 
safety of residents and property in areas surrounding Palm Beach County Airports; to promote the full utility of 
Palm Beach County Airports and public use airports; to provide structure height standards for use within airport 
primary, horizontal, conical, approach and transitional surfaces so as to encourage and promote the proper and 
sound development beneath said areas; and to provide administrative procedures for the efficient and uniform 
regulation of all development proposals within said zones. 

Section n. Short Title and Authority. 

A. This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the "Airport Zoning Ordinance." 

B. This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the provisions of Article VIII, Section 1(g) of the Florida 
Constitution; Chapter 125, Florida Statutes (1995) Chapter 333, Florida Statutes (1995). 

Section ID. Applicability. 

A. This Ordinance regulates height and land uses arorind publicly owned airports in Palm Beach County. 
The height standards for structures provide maximum height limits and a review procedure to 
determine if structures will have an adverse impact on safe and efficient airspace use. The land use 
standards provide restrictions and a review procedure within four nautical miles of publicly owned 
airports to determine if the land use is compatible with normal airport operation and Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) guidelines. The land use standards apply· to the highest hazard areas and Noise 
Zones, and limit uses which include, but are not limited to, hazardous material storage, emissions of 
light or smoke, or uses which attract concentrations of people or birds. 

B. This Ordinance applies to all land in unincorporated Palm Beach County. 

C. This Ordinance also applies to all municipalities that may elect to participate through interlocal 
agreement, pursuant to Chapters 163 and 333.03,(1)(b)1, Florida Statutes, or to all affected 
municipalities if a Joint Airport Zoning Board is created pursuant to Section 333.03 (1) (b) 2, Florida 
Statutes (1994). 

D. These regulations supplement other land development regulations in this code. 

E. Where there exists a conflict between any of the regulations or limitations prescribed in this Article 
and any other regulations applicable to the same area, the more stringent limitation or requirement 
shall govern and prevail. 

Section IV. Definitions. 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the terms shall have the meaning as presented in this section. Additional 
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definitions are found in Article 3 of this Code. In case of conflict, the terms as defmed in this section shall 
apply. 

Aircraft - any vehicle which is used or designed for navigation of or flight in the air. 

Airport- Palm Beach International Airport, Palm Beach County Park Airport (Lantana}, Palm Beach County 
Glades Airport (Pahokee}, Belle Glade Municipal Airport, Palm Beach North County Airport and Boca Raton 
Airport and any area owned or operated by Palm Beach County, or other public entity, intended to be used for 
the taking-off, maneuvering and landing of aircraft, including any seaplane base, heliport or vertiport, validly 
licensed by the state for public use. 

Airport Elevation- the highest point of an airport's usable landing area measured in feet above mean sea level 
(AMSL). 

Airport Hazard - any man-made structure, object of natural growth or use of land which would exceed the 
Federal obstruction standards as contained in Federal Aviation Regulation Part 77 (as may be amended from 
time to time) and which obstructs the airspace or may otherwise be hazardous to aircraft taking-off, 
maneuvering or landing at an airport. 

Airport Hazard Area - any area of land or water upon which an airport hazard might be established if not 
prevented as provided in this article. 

Airport Obstruction - any man-made structure, object of natural growth or use of land which would exceed the 
Federal obstruction standards as contained in Federal Aviation Regulation Part 77 (as may be amended from tine 
to time). 

Airspace Height - the height limits as established and set forth in this Section. Above Mean Sea Level (AMSL) 
elevation shall be the datum unless otherwise specified. 

ALUNZ ~ Airport Land Use Noise Zone. 

Approach Zone - an area longitudinally centered on the extended runway centerline and extending outward and 
upward from each end of the primary zone. An approach zone is designated for each runway based upon the 
type of approach available or planned for that runway end. 

A vigation Easement - the assignment of a right to an airport proprietor to a portion of the total benefits of the 
ownership of real property. The selected rights may be granted or may be purchased. 

Climb Gradient - an aircraft instrument departure procedure requiring adherence to minimum climb stops or 
grade expressed in feet per nautical mile. 

Conical Zone- the area extending outward from the periphery of the horizontal zone for a distance of 4,000 
feet. 
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Day-Night Average Sound Level <Lc~n)- a 24-hour average Noise level in weighted decibels, for a period from 
midnight to midnight, adding a 10-decibel penalty for each Noise event during the hours between midnight and 
7:00a.m. and 10:00 p.m. and midnight. 

Decision Height - the height at which a pilot must decide, during an Instrument Landing System (ILS) 
approach, to either continue the approach or to execute a missed approach. 

Determination - the term used by FAA to denote the outcome of an aeronautical study under FAR Part 77 
(See: Airport Hazard or No Hazard). 

F.A.R. (Part 77) -Federal Aviation Regulation. The "Part numbers" identify specific subject areas. All PARs 
are contained in Title 14, CFR. (Part 77 -Title: Objects Affecting Navigable Airspace). 

Hazard - an advisory determination rendered by the FAA at the conclusion of an Aeronautical Study made 
under FAR Part 77 indicating the proposed structure is not a safe and/or efficient use of airspace. 

Heliport or Vertiport - an identifiable ground level or elevated area which is validly licensed by the State of 
Florida for public use and is intended to be used for the take off and landing of helicopters, tilt rotors or any 
other vertical takeoff and landing rotorcraft. 

Horizontal Zone - the area around each airport with an outer boundary constructed by swinging arcs of 
specified radii from the center of each end of the primary zone of each airport's runways and connecting 
adjacent area by lines tangent to those arcs. The radius of the arc specified for each end of a value will be the 
highest composite value determined for either end of the runway. When a 5,000-foot arc is encompassed by 
tangents connecting two adjacent 10,000-foot arcs, the 5,000-foot arc shall be disregarded on the construction of 
the perimeter of the Horizontal Zone. 

Instrument Approach Procedure - a specified, published set of operating procedures issued by the FAA and 
used by a pilot to land an aircraft at an airport without visual reference to the ground. 

Instrument Landing System (ILS) - a landing approach system that establishes a course and a descent path to 
align aircraft with a runway for fmal approach. 

Minimum Descent Altitude (MDA)- the lowest altitude expressed in feet above mean sea level (AMSL), to 
which descent is authorized on final approach or during circling-to-land maneuvering in execution of a standard 
instrument approach procedure (SlAP) where electronic glide slope is not provided. 

Minimum Obstruction Clearance Altitude (MOCA) - the lowest published altitude in effect between radio 
fixes on Federal VOR airways, off-airway routes, or route segments that meets obstruction clearance 
requirements for the entire route segment and assures acceptable navigational signal coverage only within 
twenty-two (22) miles to a VOR. 

Minimum Vectoring Altitude (MV A) - the lowest altitude AMSL at which aircraft operating under IFR 
conditions will be vectored by a radar controller, except when otherwise authorized for radar approaches, 
departures or missed approaches. 

Nautical Mile - a unit of length used in air navigation, based on the length of one minute of arc of a great 
circle, and equivalent to U.S. unit equal to 1,852 meters, or 6,076 feet. 
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Noise Level Reduction -a comparison of outdoor to indoor Noise levels, expressed in dB., i.e., a structure 
requiring a 30 dB NLR is one to which modifications must be made to achieve a 30 dB reduction in interior 
noise levels as compared to exterior noise levels. 

No-Hazard- an advisory determination rendered by the FAA at the conclusion of an Aeronautical Study made 
under FAR Part 77 indicating the proposed structure may be safely and/or efficiently accommodated in 
navigable airspace. 

Non-precision Instrument Runway - a runway having a non-precision instrument approach procedure utilizing 
air navigation facilities with only horizontal guidance, or area type of navigation equipment, for which a 
straight-in non-precision instrument approach procedure has been approved or planned, and for which no 
precision instrument approach facilities are planned or indicated on an appropriate FAA civil or military service 
airport planning documents. 

Obstruction to Air Navigation - any existing or proposed manmade object or object of natural growth or 
terrain that exceeds the standards contained in this Article, and contained in 14 CFR ss. 77.21, 77.23, 77.25, 
77.28, and 77.29 

Other Than Utility Runway - a runway designed for and intended to be used by all types of aircraft including 
those having gross weights greater than 12,500 pounds. 

Precision Instrument Runway - a runway having an instrument approach procedure utilizing horizontal and 
vertical guidance through an Instrument Landing System (ILS), Microwave Landing System (MLS), or a 
Precision Approach Radar (PAR) including a runway for which such a system is planned and is so indicated on 
an approved civil or military airport layout plan, other FAA planning documents, or comparable military service 
planning documents. 

Primary Zone - an area longitudinally centered on a runway, extending 200 feet beyond each end of that 
runway with the width so specified for each runway for the most precise approach existing or planned for either 
end of the runway. 

Runway - a defmed area on an airport prepared, used or intended to be used for the taking-off and landing of 
aircraft along its length. 

Runway Protection Zone (RPZ) - an area off the runway end established to enhance the protection of people 
and property on the ground. Specifically, the RPZ is an area off the runway end extending outward and 
upward, parallel to the extended runway centerline, in the dimensions shown in Table 1. 

Structure - any object, temporarily or permanently constructed or installed by man, including but not limited 
to: buildings, towers, smoke stacks, utility poles, antennas, construction cranes and overhead transmission lines. 

Terminal Navigational Aid- any visual or electronic device on the surface which provides point-to-point 
guidance information or position data to aircraft in flight and is located on a public use airport in Palm Beach 
County. 

Transitional Zone - the area extending outward from the sides of the Primary Zones and Approach Zones 
connecting them to the Horizontal zone. 
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Utility Runway - a runway that is constructed for and intended to be used by propeller driven aircraft of 12,500 
pounds maximum gross weight and less. 

Visual Hazard - any source which emits occasional or permanent smoke, glare, dust, or any other perceptible 
emission that could be a risk to safe aircraft operations. 

Visual Runway - a Runway intended solely for the operation of aircraft using visual approach procedures with 
no straight-in instrument approach procedure and no instrument designation planned or indicated on the FAA­
apptoved civil or military airport layout plan, or by any other planning document submitted to the FAA by 
competent authority. 

Section V. Acronyms. 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the abbreviations and acronyms shall have the meaning as presented in this 
section. 

ALUNZ- Airport Land Use Noise Zone. 

AMSL - Above Mean Sea Level. 

ASR - Airport Surveillance Radar. 

CFR- Code of Federal Regulations. 

DOA- Palm Beach County Department of Airports. 

FAA- Federal Aviation Administration. 

FDOT - Florida Department of Transportation. 

IFR - Instrument Flight Ru1es. 

ILS - Instrument Landing System. 

Ldn- Day-Night Average Sound Level. 

MDA - Minimum Descent Altitude. 

MLS - Microwave Landing System. 

MOCA - Minimum Obstruction Clearance Altitude. 

MVA- Minimum Vectoring Altitude. 

NLR- Noise Level Reduction. 

PAR - Precision Approach Radar. 

PZB- the Palm Beach County Department of Planning Zoning and Building. 

RPZ - Runway Protection Zone. 
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SlAP- Standard Instrument Approach Procedure. 

VOR - Very-high frequency Omni-range. 

VFR - Visual Flight Rules. 

Section VI. Airspace Height Regulations. 

A. General. In order to carry out the provisions of this Ordinance, there are hereby created and 
established certain zones which include all of the applicable land lying beneath the primary, horizontal, 
conical, approach, and transitional surfaces as they apply to a particular airport. To regulate height, an 
Airspace Notification Map (attached as Appendix 1) and a procedure to review the permitting of tall 
structures has been established. Airport height limitations and the notification procedures established in 
this Section conform to the standards for determining obstructions to air navigation of F .A.R. Part 77, 
ss. 77.23. 

B. Regulated Construction. For purposes of this Section, construction includes but is not limited to 
creating new structures or adding height to any existing structure and shall include the location of 
derricks, draglines, cranes and other boom-equipped machinery. Construction does not include any 
development which does not have the effect of adding height to the land or other structure, such as 
paving, draining or roofmg. 

C. Regulated Areas. The various surfaces displayed as Zone l and Zone 2 on the Palm Beach County 
"Airspace Notification Map" are defined below. Penetration of one of these zones shall require a 
technical analysis by FAA and a review of the analysis by the Palm Beach County DOA, PZB 
Department, and other applicable governmental agencies in accordance with this article. 

1. Publicly-Owned, Public Use Palm Beach County Airports: 

a. Zone 1 -All construction within 3,500 feet from the airport reference point in all directions. 

b. Zone 2 -Any construction of a height exceeding the limitations of any zone established in this 
Section within a 4 nautical mile radius of the airport reference point. 

c. Any construction or alteration of a height greater than an imaginary surface extending outward and 
upward for a distance of 20,000 feet from the reference point of any terminal navigational aid 
facility up to a height of 200 feet above ground level. 

2. All Palm Beach County Heliports: Any construction or alteration of a height greater than an 
imaginary surface extending outward and upward from any point of any public or private State 
licensed Palm Beach County Heliport for a distance of 5,000 feet up to a height of 200 feet above 
ground level. 

3. Terminal Navigational Aid Notification Areas: Any construction or alteration within 5,000 feet of 
any navigational aid facility; and 

4. Other Areas: any construction or alteration of a height greater than 200 feet above ground level. 

D. Airport Zones Established. Primary, Horizontal, Conical, Approach and Transitional Airport Zones 
are shown on maps described below. These maps are on file at the DOA and PZB and are incorporated 
herein. These maps are included by reference and attached as Appendices 2-7. 
Map A - Palm Beach International Airport (Appendix 2) 
Map B - Palm Beach County Park Airport (Lantana) (Appendix 3) 
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Map C -
Map D -
Map E -
Map F -

Palm Beach County Glades Airport (Pahokee)(Appendix 4) 
Belle Glade Municipal Airport (Appendix 5) 
Palm Beach North County Airport (Appendix 6) 
Boca Raton Airport (Appendix 7) 

Sec. 1 Purpose and Intent 

E. Airport Runway Categories Dermed. The size and dimensions of each zone created and established as 
part of this section is based upon the category of each runway, according to the type of approach 
available or planned for that runway. The category of each runway for airports included in this Article 
are listed in Table 1. 

Table !.Runway Category and Runway Protection Zone (RPZ) Dermed, by Airport 

RUNWAY RUNWAY PROTECTION ZONE DIMENSIONS 

LENGTH INNER OUTER RPZACRES 
WIDTH WIDTH 

Precision 1,700 1,000 1,510 48.978 

1,700 500 1,010 

Visual 1,000 500 700 13.770 

1,700 500 1,010 

1,700 500 1,010 

1,000 1,010 

1,700 500 1,010 29.465 

1,000 700 13.770 

1,700 1,000 1,510 48.978 

1,700 500 1,010 29.465 

1,000 500 700 13.770 

1, 700 500 II ~,010 29.465 
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F. Airport Height Limitations. 

1. General. Where any two limitations in this ordinance are in conflict, the more stringent applies. Except 
as otherwise provided in this Section, no structure, or object of natural growth shall be erected, altered, 
or be maintained without prior approval by DOA or PZB, which is or would be an obstruction to air 
navigation, as defmed in this Article, or of a height greater than: 

a. 500 feet above ground level at the site of the object; or 

b. 200 feet above ground level or the established airport elevation, whichever is higher. These heights 
shall be measured within three nautical miles of the established reference point of an airport; and 
which height increases up to a maximum of 500 feet, at a slope of 1 foot vertically for every 100 feet 
horizontally, for a distance of 50,000 feet; or 

c. Any object within the approach segment, departure area, or any missed approach or circling approach 
area which is determined by the Airports Director to be a hazard to the safe and efficient use of 
airspace around an airport. 

G. Airport Height Zone Def"mitions and Limitations. A property located in more than one of the described 
zones is considered to be only in the zone with the more restrictive height limitation. The various zones 
are hereby established and defined below. These zones are depicted in plan view in Appendix 2 through 7 
and in isometric view in Appendix 15. The specific defmitions of each airport height zone (horizontal 
distance, width, arc radius, etc.) are listed on Table 2. General defmition and height limitations are 
described in the Subsections to follow. 

This space intentionally left blank. 
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1. Primary Zone Definition - An area longitudinally centered on a runway, extending 200 feet beyond 
each end of that runway with the width so specified for each runway for the most precise approach 
existing or planned for either end of the runway. 

a. Primary Zone Height Limitations: No structure or obstruction will be permitted within the 
Primary Zone that is not part of the landing, maneuvering and taking-off facilities and is of a 
greater height than the nearest point of the runway centerline. 

b. Primary Zone Width for each Specific Airport: The specific width of each Primary Zone for 
each airport is listed in Table 2. 

2. Horizontal Zone Deimition - The area around each airport with an outer boundary the perimeter of 
which is constructed by swinging arcs of specified radii from the center of each end of the Primary 
Zone of each airport's runways and connecting adjacent area by lines tangent to those arcs. The radius 
of the arc specified for each end of a value will be the highest composite value determined for either 
end of the runway. When a 5,000-foot arc is encompassed by tangents connecting two adjacent 
10,000-foot arcs, the 5,000-foot arc shall be disregarded on the construction of the perimeter of the 
Horizontal Zone. 

a. Horizontal Zone Height Limitations: No structure or obstruction that has a height greater than 
150 feet above the airport elevation, will be permitted in the Horizontal Zone. 

b. Horizontal Arc Radius for each Specific Airport: The specific horizontal arc Radius of each 
airport is listed above in Table 2. · 

3. Conical Zone Definition - The area extending outward from the periphery of the Horizontal Zone for 
a distance of 4,000 feet. The specific Conical Zone distance for each airport is listed above in Table 2. 

a. Conical Zone Height Limitation: No structure or obstruction will be permitted in the Conical 
Zone that has a height greater than 150 feet above the airport elevation at the inner boundary 
(connecting the Horizontal Zone) with permitted height increasing at a slope of 1 foot vertically for 
every 20 feet of horizontal distance, measured outward from the inner boundary to a height 350 
feet above the airport elevation at the outer boundary. 

4. Approach Zone Definition - An area longitudinally centered on the extended runway centerline and 
extending outward and upward from each end of the primary zone. An Approach Zone is designated 
for each runway based upon the type of approach available or planned for that runway end. 

a. Approach Zone Height Limitations: The permitted height limitation within an outer or inner 
Approach Zone is the same as the runway end height at the inner edge and increases with 
horizontal distance outward from the inner edge based upon the calculation method listed in Table 
3. 

b. Approach Zone Horizontal Distance for each Specific Airport: The specific Approach Zone 
dimensions for each airport is listed above on Table 2. 
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Table 3. Specific Approach Zone Height Limitation Calculation, By Airport, By Runway 

AIRPORT/RUNWAY 

Runway 
13/31 

Runway 
09R/27L 

Runway 
09/27 

APPROACH ZONE HEIGHT 
LIMIT CALCULATION 

1 foot vertically for every 50 feet of 
horizontal distance for the first 
10,000 feet, and then 1 foot 
vertically for every 40 feet of 
horizontal distance for an additional 
40,000 feet. 

1 foot vertically for every 34 feet of 
horizontal distance. 

1 foot vertically for every 20 feet of 
horizontal distance. 

::1--------1 1 foot vertically for every 20 feet of 
Runway horizontal distance. 
15/33 

Runway 
03/21 

Runway 
17/35 

Runway 09/27 

Runway 
08R/26L 

Runway 
13/31 

< ' /\ ?I Runway 
·:;:;:·:·::·.·:;·;:·. ;:;:;::1 05/23 

1 foot vertically for every 20 feet of 
horizontal distance. 

1 foot vertically for every 20 feet of 
horizontal distance. 

Runway OSR: 1 foot vertically for 
every 50 feet of horizontal distance 
for the first 10,000 feet, then one 
foot vertically for every 40 feet of 
horizontal distance for an additional 
40,000 feet. Runway 26L: 1 foot 
vertically for every 34 feet of 
horizontal distance. 

1 foot vertically for every 34 feet of 
horizontal distance 
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5. Transitional Zone Definition -The area extending outward from the sides of the Primary Zones and 
Approach Zones connecting them to the Horizontal Zone. Height limits within the Transitional Zone 
are the same as the Primary Zone or Approach Zone at the boundary line where these Zones meet 
(i.e., level with the nearest point on the runway centerline) and increase at a rate of 1 foot vertically 
for every 7 feet horizontally, with the horizontal distance measured at right angles to the runway 
centerline and extended centerline, until the height matches the height of the Horizontal Zone, the 
Conical Zone or for a horizontal distance of 5,000 feet from the side of the part of the Precision 
Approach Zone that extends beyond the Conical Zone. 

a. Transitional Zone Height Limitation: No object or structure will be permitted within the 
Transitional Zone greater in height than the Primary Zone or Approach Zone at their adjoining 
boundary lines increasing at a rate of 1 foot vertically for every 7 feet horizontally, with the 
horizontal distance measured at right angles to the runway centerline and extended centerline, until 
the height of the slope matches the height of the Horizontal Zone or the height of the Conical Zone 
and for a horizontal distance of 5,000 feet from each side of that part of the Approach Zone for a 
Precision Instrument Runway extending beyond the Conical Zone. 

6. Terminal Navigational Aid Obstruction Zone Def"mition -_Operation of a Navigational Aid Facility 
is electromagnetic in nature therefore, objects constructed off of airport property may have an adverse 
affect on the safe and efficient operation of navigational facilities. An Airport Surveillance Radar 
(ASR) facility Navigational Aid Obstruction Zone has been established extending in all directions to a 
radius of 3,500 feet from the navigation aid. This zone is shown on the Airspace Notification Map, 
Appendix 1. 

a. Terminal Navigational Aid Obstruction Zone Limitation: No construction or alteration or 
installation of any electromagnetic device shall be permitted within this Navigation Aid Obstruction 
Zone without prior technical review by the FAA. If deemed necessary by the results of the FAA 
review, approval must be obtained from DOA and PZB. 

7. Heliport!V ertiports. 

a. Primary Zone Definition: The Primary Zone coincides in size and shape with the designated take­
off and landing area of a Heliport/V ertiport. 

(1) Primary Zone Limitation: This primary zone height limitation is described by a horizontal 
plane at the elevation of the established elevation. 

b. Approach Zone Def"mition: The Approach Zone begins at each end of the Heliport/Vertiport 
Primary Zone with the same width as the Primary Zone and extends outward and upward for a 
horizontal distance of 4,000 feet where its width is 500 feet. 

(1) Approach Zone Height Limitation: The Approach Zone height limitation is a slope of 1 foot 
vertically for every 8 feet horizontally. 

c. Transitional Zone Definition: The Transitional Zone extends outward and upward from the lateral 
boundaries of the Primary Zone and from the Approach Zone for a distance of 250 feet measured 
horizontally from the centerline of the Primary and Approach Zones. 
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(1) Transitional Zone Height Limitation: The Transitional Zone has a height limitation at a slope 
of 1 foot vertically for every 2 feet horizontally. 

H. Airspace Height Review Procedures. All new construction or reconstruction which adds height to any 
land or building within areas shown on the on "Airspace Notification Map" (incorporated by reference 
and attached as Appendix 1) shall be reviewed for compliance with the standards of this section. 

1. General: No Tall Structure Permit will be issued if all FAA and DOA comments are not addressed to 
the satisfaction of DOA, PZB and County Attorney. No development permit application shall be issued 
if the proposed construction or alteration is found to violate the provisions of this Article, or exceed an 
obstruction standard of F.A.R. Part 77 or any other applicable Federal or State rules or regulations. 

2. Tall Structure Review Required- DOA shall make a determination if FAA notification is required, 
prior to certification of an application by DRC or issuance of a building permit for a permanent or 
temporary structure located within Regulated Areas. 

a. FAA Review. The DOA shall inform the applicant that prior review by the FAA is required if 
DOA determines that the proposed construction or alteration represented in the application may 
exceed: 
(1) The standards of Federal Aviation Regulations (F.A.R.) Part 77; 
(2) The provisions of Section VI. F or G of this Article; 
(3) Any other Federal or State rules and regulations; or 
(4) Adversely affects the airspace surrounding any Airport defmed herein. 

The FAA must review and issue a determination of the proposal's effect on navigable airspace where 
such prior notification under Title 14, CPR, Part 77 is required. PZB shall suspend any review of any 
development permit application process until FAA findings of aeronautical affect are approved. 

b. Responsibility of the Applicant. The Applicant shall: 

(1) Obtain FAA Form 7460-1 from the DOA and mail the completed form to Federal Aviation 
Administration Southern Regional Office, Attn: AS0-532, Systems Management Branch, P. 0. 
Box 20636, Atlanta, GA 30320. 

(2) Bring in person or forward by Certified Mail (Return Receipt Requested) to the DOA, the 
FAA's fmdings of aeronautical affect, along with a copy of the completed original FAA Form 
7460-1. 

(3) Stmcture(s) Not Exceeding Obstruction Standards or Other Provisions: DOA shall review 
the FAA's determination issued in response to the applicant's FAA Form 7460-1. If DOA 
determines that the proposed construction or alteration does not exceed the height limitations in 
this section, the DOA shall notify the applicant in writing that the proposed structure may be 
erected in accordance with permitting requirements of PZ&B. PZB may certify the 
development application or issue a building permit, as applicable. 

(4) Stmcture(s) Exceeding Obstruction Standards or Other Provisions. DOA shall review the 
FAA's determination issued in response to the applicant's FAA Form 7460-1. If DOA 
determines the proposed construction exceeds the height limitations outlined in this section, 
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then the DOA shall notice the applicant. The notice shall state the reasons for denial and 
inform the applicant that they may apply for a variance pursuant to Section VIII of this Article 
and Section 5. 7 of this Code, to allow deviations from the standards of this Section. 

If an application for a variance is submitted, DOA shall review the application and provide a 
recommendation with or without conditions to the Board of Adjustment, pursuant to Sec. 5.7. 

If a variance is granted, DOA shall issue a Tall Structure Permit prior to issuance of a 
subsequent development order. 

(5) Zoning and Building Permit Requirement. If the Tall Structure permit is approved, the 
applicant shall present a copy of the Tall Strilcture Permit with all development order 
conditions to PZ&B with an application for the next applicable development order. 

(6) Obstruction Marking and Lighting. The owner shall mark and light the structure in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 333, Florida Statute; Rules of Florida Department 
of Transportation, Chapter 14-60 and the FAA Advisory Circular 7017460H., Obstruction 
Marking or Lighting, as may be amended from time to time. The permit may be conditioned to 
require the applicant to mark and light the structure, at applicant's own expense, or to allow 
DOA to install, operate and maintain at its own expense, such markers and lights as may be 
necessary to indicate to pilots the presence of an airspace obstruction if warranted. 

(7) Building Permit Requirement. The applicant shall present a copy of the Tall Structure Permit 
Application, along with all Development Order comments and conditions, to the Building 
Director in order that any conditions are adequately addressed prior to the issuance of a 
building permit, including obstruction lighting and marking conditions. 

Section Vll. Airport Land Use Regulations. 

A. General. In order to carry out the provisions of this Ordinance, there are hereby created and 
established certain zones which include all the land lying beneath the Runway Protection Zone (RPZ) 
and within Airport Land Use Noise Zone(s)(ALUNZ), as they apply to a particular airport. All areas 
defmed as the RPZ and areas displayed as ALUNZ are subject to review and technical analysis by 
DOA, PZ&B, and other applicable governmental agencies in accordance with this article. 

To regulate land uses within these zones, an Off-Airport Land Use Compatibility Schedule (Appendix 
8), maps and review procedures have been established. The RPZ dimensions are defmed in Table 1, 
Sec. VI.E. The noise zones are depicted on the Airport Land Use Noise Maps (Appendices 9 through 
14). 

B. Regulated Land Use. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Article, no use may be made of 
land or water within the RPZ in such manner as to interfere with the operation of an airborne aircraft. 
The Off-Airport Land Use Compatibility Schedule (Appendix 8) shall be used to determine additional 
land development requirements for uses identified in Article 6.4. Those activities and land uses not 
specifically listed in the Airport Land Use Compatibility Schedule are permitted or restricted based on 
their similarity to noise tolerance and compatibility with normal airport operations as exhibited by the 
activities and land uses which are listed in the Schedule.· 
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1. Construction, defined. For purposes of this section, construction includes but is not limited to 
creating new structures, making alterations or repairs and additions to any existing building or 
structure, or moving or relocating a building(s) or structure(s) within a Regulated Area. Construction 
does not include paving, drainage or similar types of construction. 

C. Regulated Areas. To regulate land uses within the RPZ and ALUNZ, and Off-Airport Land Use 
Compatibility Schedule, maps and review procedures have been established. Only the portion of the lot 
falling within the RPZ or ALUNZ shall be subject to the provisions of this Article. The Off-Airport 
Land Use Compatibility Schedule shall be used to determine compatibility of land use with airport 
operations within these zones. 

1. Runway Protection Zone (RPZ): The RPZ includes all land lying beneath the defmed RPZ, as shown 
on the applicable Airport Zoning Maps, in Appendices 2 through 7, for all airports in Palm Beach 
County. 

2. Airport Land Use Noise Zones (ALUNZ). The ALUNZ include all land area lying within the defined 
ALUNZ as shown on the applicable Airport Land Use Zone Maps, in Appendices 9 through 14, for all 
airports in Palm Beach County 

D. Airport Land Use Noise Zone(s) Established. All land uses shall be permitted within ALUNZ as 
provided in the Off-Airport Land Use Compatibility Schedule, Appendix 8. 

1. Airport Land Use Noise Zones for Airports which have Completed FAR Part 150 Noise and Land 
Use Compatibility Studies. Several Palm Beach County airports have completed a noise study in 
accordance with 14 CFR Part 150. Land uses within the area contiguous to these airports, within an 
area defined as the outer noise contour, or equivalent thereof shall be consistent with the type of use 
listed in Airport Land Use Compatibility Schedule. 

a. Palm Beach International Airport (PBIA). The Palm Beach International ALUNZ has been 
established and is incorporated herein as Appendix 9. This Zone is created based on yearly 
averaged, 24-hour day/night average noise level projections arising from aircraft flight operations at 
PBIA. 

(1) Palm Beach International Airport Land Use Noise Zone (ALUNZ) Def"med. That area 
commencing at the outermost boundary of the airport and extending outward therefrom to a 
boundary indicated on the Palm Beach International Airport Land Use Noise Zone Map. The 
boundary of the zone extends approximately lh nautical mile beyond the projected yearly 
averaged, 24-hour day/night average noise level contour of 65 Ldn· 

b. Boca Raton Airport - The Boca Raton ALUNZ has been established and is incorporated herein as 
Appendix 10. This Zone is created based on projections of aircraft flight operations at Boca Raton 
Airport. 

(1) Boca Raton Airport Land Use Noise Zone (ALUNZ) Defined. That area commencing at the 
outermost boundary of the airport and extending outward therefrom to a boundary indicated on 
the Boca Raton Airport Land Use Noise Zone Map. The outer boundary of the zone 
approximates a projected yearly averaged, 24-hour day/night average noise level contour of 60 
Ldn or greater. 
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2. ALUNZs for Airports which have not Completed an FAR Part 150 Noise and Land Use 
Compatibility Study- An overlay Land Use Noise Zone has been established for the civil airports 
which have not completed an FAR Part 150 Noise and Land Use Compatibility Study. This Zone is 
created as an area beneath the standard VFR traffic pattern and buffer airspace established in FAA 
Order 7400.20, "Procedures for Handling Airspace Matters", which underlies the majority of 
recurring aircraft flight paths. Land Uses within this zone may be subject to aircraft noise that may be 
considered objectionable. 

a. Land Use Noise Zone(s) Defined for Palm Beach County Park Airport (Lantana), Palm Beach 
County Glades Airport (Pahokee), Belle Glade Municipal Airport, and Palm Beach North 
County Airport. Land Use Noise Zones for these airports are established as the land lying within 
parallel lines nine thousand (9, 108) feet in both directions from the approach and departure end of 
each runway, the runway centerline, and all airspace in between. These zones are established and 
attached as Appendices 11 through 14. 

E. General Land Use Regulations- Off-Airport Land Use Compatibility Schedule (Appendix 8). 

1. The Off-Airport Land Use Compatibility Schedule, Appendix 8: lists land uses as defined below: 

a. Land Uses Compatible Without Restriction: Uses noted with a "P" may develop pursuant to the 
development review procedures in the Use Regulation Schedule in Section 6.4. and Article 5 and 
are not required to comply with the conditional requirements set forth in Appendix 8. 

b. Land Uses Qualified As Compatible Only If In Compliance With Conditional Requirements: 
Uses noted with a "Q" may develop pursuant to the development review procedures in the Use 
Regulation Schedule in Section 6.4 and Article 5, if regulated and constructed in accordance with 
the conditional notes in Appendix 8. Application for a variance from the conditional requirements 
may be made to the Board of Adjustment in accordance with the requirements in Sec. 5.7. 

c. Incompatible Land Uses: Uses notes as an "N" are considered to be incompatible in the Airport 
Zone. These uses shall not be allowed in the Runway Protect Zone (RPZ) . Uses within the Airport 
Noise Land Use Zone shall require variance approval pursuant Section VIII herein and Section 5.7 
and shall be subject to the development review procedures in the Use Regulation Schedule in 
Section 6.4 and Article 5 prior to establishment of the use. 

2. Prohibited Land Uses. 

a. In no case shall an educational facility or a public or private school be permitted at either end of a 
runway within an area that extends 5 statute miles in a direct line along the centerline of the runway 
and which has a width of lh the length of the runway. 

b. In no case shall new residential construction be permitted within an area contiguous to the airport 
measuring lh the length of the longest runway on either side of and at the end of each runway 
centerline unless it meets the conditional notes in the Airport Land Use Compatibility Schedule -
Appendix 8. This area is shown as the "New Residential Construction Limit" on Appendices 10-14. 

(1) Exemption. Land uses within regulated areas defmed in Section VII, D.l.a.&b., (Airports 
which have completed FAR Part 150 Noise and Land Use Compatibility Studies), "Palm 
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Beach International Airport and Boca Raton Airport Land Use Noise Zone Defmed" and which 
meet the standards set forth herein. 

3. Additional Regulations -In addition to the requirements contained in the Schedule (Appendix 8), all 
uses within regulated areas shall comply with the following provisions. 

a. Lights and Dluminations: All lights or illumination used in conjunction with streets, parking, signs 
or use of land and structures shall be arranged and operated in such manner that is not misleading 
or dangerous to aircraft operating from or to a public airport or in vicinity thereof. 

b. Electronic Devices: No application, use, or operations of any type shall produce electronic 
interference with navigation signals or radio communication between aircraft; the airport tower, or 
other air traffic control facility. 

c. Obscuration: No operations of any type shall produce smoke, glare or other obscuration within 
three (3) statute miles of any usable runway of a public airport. 

d. Bird Concentrations: No use of any type shall be permitted that attract or sustain hazardous bird 
movements, feeding, water, or roosting areas into or across an airport's runways' approach and 
departure pattern. 

e. Noise Level Reduction (NLR) Requirements:. If a proposed land use within an Airport Land Use 
Noise Zone is designated generally compatible (Q), or incompatible (N), then measures to achieve 
30 dB NLR shall be incorporated into the regulated use. 

(1) Exemptions. Land Uses within regulated areas defmed in Section VII, D.2.(a), "Airport Land 
Use Noise Zones for Airports Which Have Not Completed an FAR Part 150 Noise and Land 
Use Compatibility Study". 

(2) Use and Occupancy. Buildings or structures supporting a legal use(s) which existed prior to 
(the effective date of this Article), may continue to support the existing use or occupancy 
provided such continued use does not jeopardize life or health. 

(3) Relocated Buildings - Buildings or structures moved into a RPZ or ALUNZ shall comply with 
the height and noise level reduction provisions of this Article, as applicable. 

(4) Proposed or Newly Constructed Buildings- Valid permits to construct a building, submitted 
to the Building Division of PZ&B prior to (the effective date of this Article), shall not be 
required to comply with the provisions of Article 18, as long as the building permit has not 
been amended or expired. 

(5) Design Requirements - The NLR requirements of the Off-Airport Land Use Compatibility 
Schedule at Appendix 8, may be achieved by any suitable combination of building design, 
choice of building materials and construction techniques in accordance with established 
architectural and acoustical principles as contained in DOT document DOT IF AA/PP-92-5, 
Guidelines for the Sound Insulation of Residences Exposed to Aircraft Operations. This 
document is on flle at the offices of the DOA and PZB. The reduction requirements shall apply 
to all occupied rooms having one or more exterior walls or ceilings, when furnished in 
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accordance with the intended final usage of the room. 

f. Disclosure. The owner of any new building or structure or any existing building or structure which 
is substantially repaired, reconstructed or altered, as provided in Sec. 1.12.D. proposed to be 
located within regulated areas shall provide disclosure to all prospective purchasers or tenants of 
such building or structure that the building or structure is located within the Land Use Compatibility 
Noise Zone and. that aircraft noise may be objectional. 

F. Review Procedure for Airport Land Use Noise Zones. All new construction or reconstruction for 
temporary or permanent structures within ALUNZ shall be reviewed for compliance with the standards of 
this Section. Prior to acceptance of a development order or issuance of a building permit, the DOA and 
PZ&B shall review the application for compliance with this Article. 

Section VIII. Variances. 

Application for a variance may be submitted to erect or increase the height of any structures, or to use property 
which does not comply with the regulations prescribed in this Article, to the Palm Beach County Board of 
Adjustment pursuant to the procedures and standards set forth in Section 5. 7. 

Section IX. Nonconforming Uses. 

Uses nonconforming to the Airport Zoning Regulations shall be administered in accordance with Section 1.12. 

Section X. Administration. 

A. PZB, in consultation with the DOA, shall administer the review of development applications for 
compliance with this Article within the territorial limits over which Palm Beach County has 
jurisdiction. DOA by lnterlocal Agreement with any jurisdiction which has permitting authority shall 
administer the review of development applications for compliance with this Article within the territorial 
limits of the municipality. If a Tall Structure Permit is required, then the DOA shall administer review 
with the FAA. Fees shall be established by the DOA and PZB to administer this Ordinance. 

B. In the event that any violation of the requirements of Article 18 are found, the Director Code 
Enforcement shall give written notice to the property owner. Such notice shall indicate the nature of the 
violation and the necessary action to correct or abate the violation. A copy of said notice shall be sent 
to the Code Enforcement Board and Palm Beach County DOA. PZB shall require work to stop and 
may take any or all other action necessary to correct violations and obtain compliance with all the 
provisions of this Section. 

C. The DOA shall notify the Executive Director of PZB of all amendments to the airport master plan(s), 
or other regulations that effect the definitions or height limitations of the zones established herein. 

Section XI. Enforcement. 

A. Non-compliance. Failure to comply with the requirements of this Section or any permit or approval 
granted or authorized hereunder shall constitute a violation of this code. PZB or DOA may issue a 
Cease and Desist Order or withhold a Certificate of Occupancy until the provisions of this Section have 
been met. Palm Beach County may subject the owner of the premises to the violation and enforcement 
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provisions in Chapter 333.07, Fla. Stat., 1995, as amended, seek injunctive relief, pursuant to Chapter 
333.13, (2) Florida Statutes, as may be amended from time to time, in order to fully effectuate the 
purposes of this Ordinance. Each violation of this Ordinance or of any regulation, order or ruling 
promulgated herein shall be considered a separate offense and enforced in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 14 of this code. 

Section Xll. Appeals. 

Any person aggrieved by the decision of PZB or the DOA made in the administration of this Article may appeal 
the decision to the Board of Adjustment in accordance with the provisions of Article 5. 7 of this Code. 

PART 2. Repeal of Palm Beach County Ordinance 78-2. 

Palm Beach County Ordinance 78-2 of this Code is hereby repealed. 

This space intentionally left blank. 
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AIRPORT ZONING REGULATIONS 

APPENDIX 1 THROUGH 15 

NOTE: MAPS IN THESE APPENDICES ARE REPRESENTATIONAL 
ONLY. LOCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS CAN BE VERIFIED BY THE 

DEPARTMENT OF AIRPORTS. HARD COPY, SCALED MAPS ARE 
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST FROM THE ZONING DIVISION. 

Appendix 1 AIRSPACE NOTIFICATION MAP 

Appendix 2 MAP A - PALM BEACH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Appendix 3 MAP B- PALM BEACH COUNTY PARK AIRPORT 

Appendix 4 MAP C - PALM BEACH COUNTY GLADES AIRPORT 

Appendix 5 MAP D- BELLE GLADE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 

Appendix 6 MAP E- PALM BEACH NORTH COUNTY AIRPORT 

Appendix 7 MAP F- BOCA RATON AIRPORT 

Appendix 8 THE OFF-AIRPORT LAND USE COMPATffiiLITY SCHEDULE 

Appendix 9 AIRPORT LAND USE NOISE ZONE - PALM BEACH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Appendix 10 AIRPORT LAND USE NOISE ZONE- BOCA RATON AIRPORT 

Appendix 11 AIRPORT LAND USE NOISE ZONE- PALM BEACH COUNTY PARK 

Appendix 12 AIRPORT LAND USE NOISE ZONE - PALM BEACH COUNTY GLADES AIRPORT 

Appendix 13 AIRPORT LAND USE NOISE ZONE - BELLE GLADE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 

Appendix 14 AIRPORT LAND USE NOISE ZONE - PALM BEACH NORTH COUNTY AIRPORT 

Appendix 15 ISOMETRIC VIEW OF~ORT HEIGHT ZONES AND IMAGINARY SURFACES 

[Ord. No. 96-28] 
[Ord. No. 96-28; September 25, 1996] 
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