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A Brief Overview of Public Water Supply 
Permitting

Simon Sunderland, P.G.
Bureau Chief – Water Use

South Florida Water Management District
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Overview

Regulatory Overview

Application Requirements

Permit Application Submittal
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Regulatory Overview

Under Chapter 373.223, Florida Statue: To obtain a 
permit, the water use….

1. Must be “reasonable – beneficial”

2. Must not interfere with existing legal users

3. Must be consistent with public interest



4

Application Requirements

Service Area Boundary

Source Identification

Wellfield Operations Plan
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Calculating Water Use Demands

Per Capita Use Rate (PCUR)

Unique to each Utility

Dependent on use within  Service Area
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Calculating the Per Capita Use Rate

Year Population
Water Use (million 
gallons per day) PCUR

2014 5,177 0.57 110
2015 5,601 0.64 114
2016 5,712 0.70 122
2017 5,969 0.70 118
2018 6,294 0.76 121

Average PCUR 117
*PCUR per capita 
use rate
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Calculating the Peaking Ratio

Year Population

Average 
Monthly Water 

Use (million 
gallons)

Maximum 
Month Water 
Use (million 

gallons) Peaking Ratio
2016 5,712 0.70 0.78 1.11
2017 5,969 0.70 0.81 1.16
2018 6,294 0.76 0.86 1.13

Average 
Peaking Ratio 1.13
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Calculating the Future Allocation

Year Population PCUR
Annual Allocation 
(million gallons)

2019 6,628 117 283.05
2020 6,927 117 295.82
2021 7,296 117 311.58
2022 7,585 117 323.92
2023 7,889 117 336.90

… … … …
2039 12,989 117 554.70

Permit Annual Allocation 554.70

Permit Maximum Month Allocation 52.23
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Example Permit
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Other Application Requirements

Impact Assessment

Water Conservation Plan
 Standard Plan

o5 Key Elements Required

Goal‐Based Conservation Plan
oUtility Specific Conservation Goals
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Permit Application Submittal
• Epermiting:

– https://www.sfwmd.gov/doing‐business‐
with‐us/permits/water‐use‐permits

• Preapplication Meeting:
– To schedule a meeting, please contact us 
by email at wupreapp@sfwmd.gov or call 
(561) 682‐2795.


